
 

But how are they to call on one in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in one of whom they have never heard? And how 
are they to hear without someone to proclaim 
him? And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news!”  
 
Romans 10:14-15 New Revised Standard Version 

 
 

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your 
Church, send your Holy Spirit to bring vision to our 
planning, wisdom to our actions, faith to our lives, 
hope to our communities, and love to our hearts. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Going for Growth Prayer, Diocese of Blackburn 

Holy Trinity, Bickerstfaffe  
May 2015 
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Contact Details 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA  

10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB. Tel: 01695 423204.   

Mobile: 07788 256 776,  E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  
 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to 

the Vicar at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and 
interments may be made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCHWARDENS 

Mrs Irene McCarthy.  Taylor’s Cottage, Back Lane, L39 0EN.  
Tel: 01695 421800, Mob: 07818 205 597. irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk. 
Mr Jonathan Rawlinson. 
 

MAGAZINE 

Mrs Hilary Rosbotham (Treasurer incl. Mag. Finance) 01695 723873. 
Mrs Jo Housley (Magazine Editor) Telephone 01695 423204.   
E-mail: bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

ORGANIST 

Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY 

Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
 

READER EMERITUS 
Mr Colin Johnson. 
Mr Allan Powell. Telephone 01695 727169.  
 

SUNDAY CLUB 
Mrs Ann Ashburner & Mr Jon Ashburner. Telephone 01695 721795.  
Front cover photograph:© Copyright  Alexander P Kapp and licensed for reuse   

mailto:irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk


  Page 3 

 

Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear friends, 

 
As I write this letter, I am preparing to go to the 
Church Army Gathering. The last time I went was in 
1998, and so I am looking forward to meeting with 
old colleagues and friends. 
  

 
When I was commissioned, the Chief Secretary prayed over me with the 
regional officers gave me a bible verse. The bible verse was Colossians 
3:16, ‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly’. Following my 
commissioning, I remember going back to my room to look into what 
Paul meant when he wrote these words to the church in Colossai. 
 
It seemed that within Colossai there were false teachers, who were 
trying to influence the early church with their own rules and 
philosophies. Paul wrote these words to remind the young church that 
the word of Christ needs to ‘dwell’ or ‘be at home’ in our lives. By letting 
the word of Christ be at home it our lives, it would influence our words 
and actions. 
 
The early Christians, like us today, would have found Paul’s words 
challenging. We are reminded that the Christian life does not come 
easily: it needs to be worked at. 
 
In the magazine this month, there is a list of the Sunday themes with a 
summary of the gospel reading and also a personal prayer. I would like 
to encourage you to follow the page throughout the month, so that we 
increasingly allow the word of Christ to be at home in our lives. 
 

Andrew 
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Services in May 

 

St Michael,  
Aughton 

Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

3rd May 
Easter 4 
White 
Acts 8:26-40 
John 15:1-8 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins 
10.30 am 
Hall Service 
 
4.00pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

10th May 
Rogation Sunday 
White 
Acts 10:44-48 
John 15:9-17 

8.15am Judith 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Judith 
Holy Communion 

8.00am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.45am Andrew 
Family Service 

17th May 
Sunday before Ascension 
White 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
John 17:6-19 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Parade Service 
 
4.00pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Prayer 

24th May 
Pentecost 
Red 
Acts 2:1-21 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Baptism 

10.45am Sylvia D 
Holy Communion 

31st May 
Trinity Sunday 
White 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 

8.15am Peter G 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Morning Prayer 
 

10.45am  
Songs of Praise 
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Worship and Learning 
 
Sunday 3rd May.  The Vine.  
John 15.1-8 Summary 

* Jesus uses the familiar image of the vine.  

* The vine is used as a metaphor for our interconnectedness in Jesus.  
* Jesus speaks of his disciples abiding in him, as Jesus abides in the 
Father. 
 
A personal prayer 
Living, loving God, as a vine dresser you pruned the vines for their good. 
Help me to prune my life where it has become disconnected and 
unbalanced. Enable me to let go of those things that have run their 
course, that new things may grow in their place; that my witness to you 
may be stronger and, season by season, I may bear more fruit to your 

glory.  Amen. 
 
 
Sunday 10th May.  Abide in my love 
John 15.9-17: Summary 
* Jesus’ commandment to his disciples is that they love one another as 
he loved them. 
* Jesus’ commands bring life and joy. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord Jesus, help me to lay down my time for my friends and to be 
available; to lay down my gifts and be generous; to lay down my wants 
and be supportive; to lay down my expectations and be undemanding; 
to lay down my barriers and be vulnerable; to lay down my noise and 
be silent; to lay down my home and be welcoming; to lay down my life 

and be loving. In your name.  Amen. 
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Sunday 17th May.  Prayer for protection 
John 17.6-19: Summary 
* Jesus is speaking at the Last Supper, immediately before he is 

betrayed.  

* Jesus sends his disciples out into the world with all its dangers.  

* Jesus prays to the Father for his disciples’ protection.  
* John’s Jesus emphasises our belonging to God, through Jesus. 
 
A personal prayer 
When I feel alone and isolated:  

thank you, Lord Jesus, for praying for me.  
When I feel bogged down with responsibilities,  

when other people’s demands overwhelm me:   

thank you, Lord Jesus, for praying for me.  

When the world passes me by and I feel left out and useless:   

thank you, Lord Jesus, for praying for me.  

When I feel afraid and inadequate:   

thank you, Lord Jesus, for praying for me.  
As I get up and as I sleep:  

thank you, Lord Jesus, for praying for me. Amen. 
 
 
Sunday 24th May.  Filled with the Spirit 
Acts 2.1-21; John 15.26-27, 16.4b-15: Summary 
* Pentecost was an important Jewish festival marking the end of the 

cereal harvest.  
* Gathered in Jerusalem from across the known world, people 

experience an unexpected event.  

* Peter witnesses God’s action in the words of Joel’s prophecy.  
* Jesus describes the Advocate, the Spirit of truth who will come when 
Jesus goes away. 
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A personal prayer 

Spirit of God, speak to me in language my heart can embrace,  

in language my mind can understand,  

in the language of silence that sinks deep into my soul.  
Spirit of God, speak to me words of transformation,  
words of empowerment,  

words of grace.  

Thank you. Amen. 
 
 
Sunday 31st May.  Questions of Faith 
 
John 3.1-17: Summary 
* Nicodemus, a teacher, knew that he had more to learn, so he came to 

ask Jesus questions.  
* Jesus speaks of being ‘born from above’, a metaphor that Nicodemus 

wants to understand literally.  
* Jesus says that God loves the world. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord Jesus, you drew Nicodemus into a new way of being and thinking. 
Draw me from the womb of all that is dark  
and bring to life in me all that has yet to be understood,  
all that has yet to be lived,  
all that has yet to be shared,  

that I may witness to your great love for the world.   
Amen. 
 
 

 
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2015.  
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 

  

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
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Benefice News 

Holy Communion in the Community 
The Holy Communion Services in Stockley Crescent, St Michael’s Hall 
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful opportunity for outreach. 
Please invite friends!! 
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.”  

1 Corinthians 11:26 

 The service of Holy Communion at Stockley Crescent will be on 5th 

May at 1pm; 

 St Michael’s Hall, on Wednesday 13th May at 11am (with soup 

lunch), and 27th May. 

 Holy Communion at Bickerstaffe School will take place on Friday 

22nd May at 2.40pm. Everyone welcome.  

 

 

Youth Group 

We now meet on the final Friday of the month at St Michael’s Hall 5pm 
– 6.30pm. Baked potatoes will be served! Subs £1.50. The next meeting 
be on 22nd May. 
 
 
Men’s Breakfast 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be at St Michael’s 
Church Hall at 9am on Saturday 16th May and costs 
just £3.50 for a hearty feast. New members 
welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be 
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you. 
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Rogation Sunday  

There will be a Rogation Service at Hall Farm on 
Sunday 10th May at 3pm. Following the service, 
there will be refreshments served in the barn. All 
welcome! 
 

 

Achdeacon’s Visitation 
The Archdeacon’s Visitation will be at All Saints, Rainford on Wednesday 
13th May at 7.30pm. Wardens and Sidespeople need to attend so they 
can be sworn in. 
 

Ascension Day Communion 
There will be a Holy Communion at St Michael’s at 7.30pm on Ascension 
Day, Thursday 14th May. All welcome. 
 

Benefice Weekend Away at Cloverly Hall 16-18 May 2016 
We are looking forward to the Benefice weekend at Cloverly Hall and 
meeting up with Rev Joan & Chris Matthews.  Thank you everyone who 
has supported the children in their fund raising events toward the cost 
of the weekend.               Janet Glennon 
 

Book Club  
Next time we are reading the ‘Reluctant Fundamentalist’ by Mohsin 
Hamid and the date for the meeting is 20th May from 8pm at the Derby 
Arms pub (Prescot Road) as ever. All welcome!      Steve Hall 
 

Midsummer Praise  
On Friday 19th June at 7pm there will be an informal praise service at 
Bickerstaffe Church. All welcome. 
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Prayer Time 
 

Ever-present God 
you walk with us 
through good times 
and bad, 
mountain top 
and valley deep, 
your footsteps our guide, 
hands our support. 
 
Ever-present God 
you are close to us 
when life is smooth 
or rough, 
in wholeness 
and brokenness, 
your healing our hope, 
your touch our desire. 
 
Ever-present God 
bring comfort and peace 
and the warmth  
of your presence 
and I shall fear no thing, 
for you are with me, 
always. 
 
 
Source: www.faithandworship.com 
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You are our strength, 
the light by which we walk, 
the truth by which we talk. 
 
You are our hope, 
the promise to which we hold, 
the story that must be told. 
 
You are the peace, 
this world cannot provide, 
that overcomes our pride. 
 
You are our God, 
the One whose name we praise 
to whom our hands are raised. Amen 
 
 
Source: www.faithandworship.com 

 
 
 

Dipok Babu Roy 
Please pray for Dipok, the child we sponsor through 
Compassion UK. Dipok’s birthday was on 29 April, 
so we wish him well now he is 8 years old. 
 
We have also been asked to continually pray for his 
family and friends, his school work, and his 
relationship with Jesus. Amen. 

  

http://www.faithandworship.com/
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Holy Trinity Dates & News 
 
Dates for your diary 
10th May Rogation Sunday. 
13th May Archdeacon’s Visitation. 
14th May Ascension Day Communion (at St Michael’s). 
16th May Men’s Breakfast. 
20th May Book Club. 
19th June Mid-Summer Praise 7pm. 
25th June Afternoon Tea at Four Lane Ends Mission. 
13th July  School Treat Day. 
11th July  Summer Fair 2pm. 
12th July  Walking Day and Sunday School Prize Giving. 
 

 
Smile time 
'Tell me what you know about God,' began the Sunday school teacher.   
There was a quick response form a little girl on the front row,  
"God is the man who saved the Queen", she announced. 
 
 

Bickerstaffe Social Fund Committee 
 

Afternoon Tea with a bring-and-buy sale 
This lovely event will be on Thursday 25th June at Four Lane Ends 
Mission from 2-4 pm with Tea served at 3 pm. £3.50 per person. All 
welcome! 
 
Llandudno Outing 
This will take place on Thursday 20th August and invitations will be sent 
out at the beginning of July. However, please contact Julie Hodgson, tel. 
01695 550794 if you know of someone that might be eligible and hasn’t 
been on a trip before. Thanks. 
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GORNALLS 

FUNERAL DIRECOTRS 
 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day. 

 

 
  

St Helens 

01744 20988 

Prescott 

0151 426 6069 

Rainford 

01744 886544 

 Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 
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Countdown to Easter at Holy Trinity 
Members of our congregation constructed 
scenes for an Easter Experience to lead groups 
of children from school through the Easter story. 
 
Our journey began 2000 years ago on Palm 
Sunday when we travelled the road to Jerusalem 
and thought about the oppressed people with 
their Hope and Dreams that Jesus would be their 
Saviour. Children (and teachers) were invited to 
write their hopes and dreams on stones which 
were placed on a cairn surrounding a white cross 
of hope. 

 
Next we arrived at the upper room to hear about and observe the 
symbolic washing of feet by Jesus, The Servant King.  As Jesus became 
a servant to the disciples children were asked to consider how we need 
to become servants to one another. 
 
The Passover meal followed when when we heard the story, and took 
part in, the breaking of bread and drinking the wine as an act of 
remembrance at The Last Supper. "Do this in remembrance of me". 
 
 
Our next stop was in the beautiful Garden of Gethsemane to hear the 
story of Jesus' loneliness and distress. Children were asked to share a 
time when they felt Alone and Afraid. These thoughts were written on 
stones and left in the Garden. 
 
We then travelled to the cross on Good Friday and in sombre mood 
thought how we could Share Sorrows by thinking about others. We 
wrote messages on cardboard crosses, which were fixed to a large 
wooden cross, praying for sick and sad people, and for world peace. 
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Our final journey led us to the tomb on Easter day where we heard the 
story of The Resurrection. Each child was given a small hollow Easter 
egg to symbolically remind them that the tomb is indeed empty.  HE IS 
RISEN! 
 
The children were most interested in the displays and events and made 
serious contributions by sharing their thoughts and hopes. Many hopes 
were for future careers but mostly for no-one to be sick, hungry, 
homeless or sad, for people to be kind to animals and each other and no 
more fighting in the world. One 7 year old left me tearful when he wrote 
that his hope was that he could find a cure for cancer - What a wonderful 
dream at his age!  
 
With thanks to our congregation, all 'volunteered' by the Vicar! 

Sheila Beeby 
 

Editorial Note:  

Sheila has taken some lovely photographs from the Easter 

Experience event, which are currently on display in the 

church porch area. Please do take a look! Thanks. 

 
 

Smile Time 
 
It’s nice when someone smiles at you 
When you’re feeling low 
It’s nice when you’re a stranger and 
Someone says, ‘Hello’ 
It’s nice to know that someone cares 
When you’re feeling at your worst 
But did you ever think it could be  
You who does it first?   
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Parish Registers 

Please continue to pray for all the families below. Thank you. 

Baptism 

 
On Sunday 12th April, we welcomed Harley Jade 
Wooldridge, daughter of Ian and Natalie, and 
Michael James Nolan, son of Andrew and Carolyn. 
 

 
Funeral Service 

 
The funeral service for Mrs. Brenda Phillipson was 
held on 17th April. Mrs Phillipson was aged 89 and 
was formally of Liverpool Road. 
 
 

 

 

Events at the Four Lane Ends Mission 

 
The Four Lane Ends Mission Shop: Requires items to sell 
Please would you consider donating good quality bric a brac, books etc. 
to help with this fundraising? Please note we cannot accept clothing. 
Kindly contact Mrs. Sheila Prentice on 01695 727613. Thank you.  
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Community News 
 
The local footpaths are open for business!  

Now we are over the wet spell, our footpaths are 
open for business and are drying out nicely. I have 
run/walked most of the paths throughout the winter 
months and have noticed a few outstanding issues 
that I would like to highlight here.  
 

Over the last few months, there has been a road 
traffic collision involving a vehicle/s that have ended up coming off the 
M58 into Oxhey Wood. For those of you who do not know, this is the 
wood that runs parallel to the M58 opposite Stockley Crescent. The 
fence next to the M58 has been repaired but the broken trees and old 
fence cover the footpath, so be aware of sharps i.e. broken trees and 
fence! 
 
There are a few Footpaths/Bridleways that have footpath signs missing: 
Footpath 34 which runs from Intake Lane just past the old vicarage to 
the Rainford Bypass; The Bridleway (Footpath 36) that runs from Ben 
Lane past Moss House Farm; and the footpath directly behind Quattro's, 
(Footpath 53) Rainford By-pass. 
 
Finally, the footpath at the junction of Whitleys Lane and School Lane is 
just outside the ‘Parish Rights Of Way’ boundary. There are some 
walkers, mountain bikers, and I have even seen a motorcyclist using the 
gallops as public rights of way and access routes. These are private and 
there is no public access. 
Happy walking! 

Ian Wooldridge 
Footpaths and Bridleways Coordinator 
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Information Technology for Senior Citizens: 
An IT Project by the Parish Council 
 

Can you use a computer, lap-top or tablet? If the 
answer is “no”, and you would like to, help is at 
hand…. 
 
The Parish Council has secured funding for some 
laptops and Ipads for use by senior citizens, and has 

volunteers ready to help you get online. The training sessions are free, 
and are open to all senior citizens of the parish. You don’t need to have 
any previous expertise, and complete beginners are very welcome! 
 
The kind of things you could learn include how to shop online; how to 
keep in touch with family and friends through Facebook; email or Skype; 
how to do online banking; and how to surf the web, etc. 
 
If you are you a pensioner of the parish and would be interested in 
learning more about how to use technology, please give your name and 
contact number to the Clerk*, and details will be sent to you in due 
course. Remember, complete beginners are very welcome. 
 
The sessions will be held at Stockley Crescent Meeting Room, and the 
Parish Council are just waiting now for the broadband connection to be 
installed there by WLBC. WLBC have also said that for a small charge, 
residents of Stockley Crescent will be able to use this broadband 
connection in their homes in the near future. 
 
If you have any questions, or would like to register interest in the course, 
please ring Jackie on 07715156744 or speak to any of the councillors.  
 

Jackie Smith 
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News from Bickerstaffe Church of England School 

‘The Eclipse’  
The children were amazed to see this remarkable 
phenomena.  It began when we were at Running Club 
and the children were able to see the moon cover the 
sun safely, using binoculars to project an image onto 

white card.  We then all gathered on the playground to look into buckets 
of water to see the reflection, as it reached maximum coverage.  
Children used their senses – stopping to listen as the birds stopped 
singing; registering changes in the light intensity as the outside lights 
came on automatically; and feeling that the air was decidedly cooler!  It 
was a memorable experience to share, one that they will remember for 
a very long time.   
 
First Communion  
This was received by: Erin, Olivia and Bailey on Sunday 22nd March at 
Holy Trinity Church.  The service was led by Reverend Andrew, and it 
was lovely to be there to share this special part of their Christian journey 
with them.  Holy Communion Services take place in school on the last 
Friday of each month at 2:40pm.  It is always a joyous occasion with 
amazing singing and readings by the children. All members of the 
community are welcome to join us, please come along.  
 
The Easter Experience  
This was a wonderful event organised by Holy Trinity Church to increase 
the children’s understanding of the ‘Easter Story’.  They visited different 
stations set out throughout the church - they wrote about their ‘Hopes 
and Fears’, took part in the ‘Last Supper’, visited the ‘Garden of 
Gethsemane’, and saw the tomb where Jesus’ body was laid.  We would 
like to thank Reverend Andrew and the ladies of Holy Trinity Church who 
made this such a special and memorable experience for our children and 
staff. 
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Our Easter Service and Easter Bonnet Parade made a fabulous end to 
the Spring Term, and the presentations by each class were excellent - 
The Stations of the Cross (Class 4); Easter Symbols (Class 3); Signs of 
Spring (Class 2); and of course the ever popular rendition of ‘Spring 
Chicken (Class 1 & Year1).   
 
The last day, as always, was action packed.  Children were involved in 
designing and making ‘egg models’, rolling eggs, and searching for 
‘Easter Eggs’. A great time was had by all!   
 
‘Sewing Beeckerstaffe’ 
The children made beautiful bookmarks last half term at the weekly 
sewing club, and have now begun making cushions.  
 
Congratulations! 
Miss Wade became Mrs Hunter during the Easter break, and I’m sure 
you will join me in sending both her, and her new husband James, our 
very best wishes for their future together.  
 
Bikeability 
The weather was freezing for our Year 5 bikers when they took part in 
the final session of this scheme. I am very pleased to say however that, 
despite the conditions,  all those who completed the course passed with 
flying colours!  (This scheme replaces what most of us remember as 
Cycling Proficiency) 
 
And, please remember that you can follow us on Twitter: 
@BickerstaffeCE  

 
Best Wishes from 

Jeanne Hall and Bickerstaffe School 
Tel. 01695 722957. www.bickerstaffe.lancsngfl.ac.uk 
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Do you fancy a nice pamper? 

Aughton Beauty Den is a 
professional home based salon 
offering flexible hours to fit in 

around your schedule. It is easy  
to reach, with ample parking. 

 
Please call Liz on 01695 420515  

or 07919 278 178 
 

www.aughtonbeautyden.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.aughtonbeautyden.co.uk/
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V E Day – 70th Anniversary  by Owen Taylor   

 
After news was released that Germany had surrendered, 
unconditionally, on Monday May 7th 1945 and the Prime Minister was 
to give the official announcement the following day at 3pm, there was 
a spontaneous outpouring of jubilation in London and the major cities.  
 
Processions formed, made up of civilians and service personnel, all 
linking arms and embraced in happiness, singing songs that had been a 
comfort throughout the war years, such as, ‘Bless ‘em all’, ‘Roll out the 
Barrel’ and ‘White Cliffs of Dover’.  
 
As the day of expectation arrived, newspaper headlines pronounced, 
‘It’s all over!’, ‘V.E Day is today!’ Reports of the previous night’s 
rejoicings were splashed across the front pages.  
 
It was the happiest party of all time and parishioners of Bickerstaffe 
were no exception to the prevailing festive mood. Local bell-ringers 
were on hand, providing periodic victory peals. War-time regulations 
had banned the use of bells, except as an invasion warning.  
 
From Barrow Nook, to Stanley Gate, Union Jacks were unfurled and 
yards of bunting was hurriedly made, transforming the whole parish into 
a scene of red, white and blue. In the afternoon, the Home Guard, Air 
Raid Wardens, and Fire-Service Members provided entertainment on 
the parish field. At the Prisoner of War camp on Church Road, Italian 
prisoners serenaded passers-by with their national songs.  
 
Cyclists rode from one hamlet to another, passing good wishes to 
everyone they met. All through the day, ships horns could be heard from 
the Mersey, which echoed with the joyful atmosphere.  
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The Auxiliary Fire Service, Air Raid Wardens and the Home Guard attending a Church 
Parade. (Note the British Legion Hut in the background.) 

 
Other towns and villages were enjoying this day of peace and goodwill 
too. At Rainford, the Foster Ammunition Box Factory was bedecked in 
national colours, and volunteer workers came in early to make sure they 
were well represented. Some of the girls that attended dances at the 
Burtonwood Air Base flew American flags from their bedroom windows, 
conveying an allied presence to the festivities.  
 
At night, bonfires appeared on the skyline and local dance halls were 
filled to capacity with care-free revellers. A West Lancashire journalist 
wrote ‘It was a remarkable time, quite different, but more entirely 
satisfying than any other piece of life, which I at least, have ever 
experienced’. Whilst shopkeeper, Miss Ruth Ashcroft, proprietor of 
Barrow Nook Cafe, said, It’s certainly been a great day, but let’s hope 
we never need another.’  
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A joyous photo in Liverpool 
 
Three months later, just after midnight, on Tuesday August 14th, a radio 
announcement gave the news that Japan had capitulated and now the 
world was at peace.  
 
Acknowledgements: Ormskirk Advertiser, Parish Magazine 1995, 

Liverpool Echo, Alex Grant, Angela Chaderton. 

Owen Taylor 

 

Editorial 

The website www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/ve-day-70th-

anniversary  gives details of VE Day 70th Anniversary events including: 

 

Liverpool VE Day 70 Official Beacon 
An official VE Day 70 commemorative beacon will be lit to mark the 
occasion. 8th May 2015 Liverpool Town Hall, High Street, Liverpool. L2 
3SW.  

http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/ve-day-70th-anniversary
http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/ve-day-70th-anniversary


Page 26 

 

Diocesan Events 

Prom Praise at the Liverpool Philharmonic - Saturday 6 June 2015  

Graham Kendrick coming to Merseyside and putting 

the Praise in the Prom Saturday 6 June 2015 

(7.30pm) sees internationally-renowned worship 

leader, Graham Kendrick heading an exciting line-up 

of classical and contemporary musicians at Liverpool 

Philharmonic Hall, joining the All Souls Orchestra for 

Prom Praise.  

PROM PRAISE Merseyside starts at 7.30pm and tickets priced £10 - £27 

are available from the Box Office at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall on 0151 

709 3789 or www.liverpoolphil.com. 

 

http://www.liverpoolphil.com/
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Church cleaning rota 

1st May Team 2 I McCarthy, M Johnson 
8th May Team 3 A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer,  
15th May Team 4 J Hodgson, B Winstanley 
22nd MayTeam 5 F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

29th May Team 6 M Clarke, V Heyes, B Morris  

5th June Team 1 E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

 

 

Bickerstaffe Mothers’ Union News 
Our April meeting was a talk by the Rev. Marion 
Simmons, Chaplain of Mothers’ Union.  
 
Marion spoke of her long career as Chaplain and her 
work with MU in Liverpool and also her visits abroad. 
We ended our meeting with a Mary Sumner Prayer, 

 
All this day, O Lord, let me touch 
as many lives as possible for thee 
and every life I touch, 
do thou by this spirit quicken, 
whether through the word I speak, 
the prayer breathe, or the life I live. 
Amen. 
 
The Deanery Festival will be on April 29th at Ormskirk Parish Church. In 
May, we hope to have ‘Aughton Ladies’ join us and our speaker is Rev. 
Janet Heighton. 

Irene McCarthy 
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Bickerstaffe Women’s Institute  
The next meeting of the Bickerstaffe WI is on 
Monday 18th May at 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends 
Mission. The speaker is Mrs. Anne Sandwell whose 
talk is entitled "Passionate About Patchwork." She 
will tell us about the history of patchwork and how 

her interest started. Examples of her work will be on display. 
 
On Monday, 22nd June at 7.30 pm the speaker is Miss Yvonne Pinder 
who will tell us all about Pinny's Pots. Yvonne will demonstrate how she 
decorates terracotta plant pots using napkins to create colourful and 
artistic effects without the need to draw or paint. She will have some of 
her plant pots and a few other handmade items for sale on the night. 
Visitors and new members are always welcome. Further details are 
available from me, Margaret Fairclough, telephone 01695 729161.  

 
Margaret Fairclough 

 

 

Charity work 
 
 
Collecting clothes 

The Men’s Breakfast group recently agreed to 
support the Bootle Salvation Army men’s clothes 
collection scheme. If you would like to send in good 
quality gents clothes, they would be put to excellent 
use. We are still collecting children’s clothes for 

Litherland Moss Primary School, so anything a child is likely to need, 
such as PE pumps, pre-used football boots, school uniform, and leisure 
clothes etc., are all much needed and gratefully received. Please label 
your donations and place them at the back of church. Thanks for your 
support. 
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Skelmersdale Foodbank  

We are still collecting for the Foodbank. We have 

been advised that they particularly need sugar, 

tinned potatoes or processed potatoes, although all 

items are put to great use and are much appreciated. 

The collection box is located at the back of church. 

Thank you so much, once again. 

 
 

Smile Time 
Wise words 

 
 
The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity. 
The optimist sees opportunity in every difficulty. 
 
 

 
Seen on a church noticeboard… 
Nothing in the world is IMPOSSIBLE.  
Even the word itself says I'M POSSIBLE 
 
 

Editorial News 
The deadline for the May magazine is 24th May. As 
always, please pass articles to myself or e-mail it to 
either bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk  or 
jo.housley@gmail.com. I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and copyright allows. Thank you 
for all your support.  

Jo Housley, Editor 

mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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NEW STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION 

 

   

 
We bless you 

God of Seed and Harvest 
Provider of our daily bread 

And we bless each other 
That the beauty of this world 
And the love that created it 

Might be expressed  
though our lives 

And be a blessing to others 
Now and always. Amen. 

 
Chimney and Multi Fuel 

Stove Sweeping 
 

Colin McGrath 
Mobile 07747 039 694 

 
Registered member of the 

Institute of Chimney Sweeps. 
 

All ICS members  
are fully trained, insured,  

and carry photographic ID. 
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To ……………………………………………………………………………………………………Bank  

 

Please set up the following Standing Order 

 and debit my/our account accordingly. 

 

1. Account details  

 

 Account Name…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Account number __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

  

 Account holding branch Sort Code __ __ - __ __ - __ __  

   

2. Payee Details  

 Name of organisation: PCC Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe   

 Payment Ref: Gift Aid  

 Sort Code: 20-80-33 Account Number: 50116599  

  

3. About the Payment  

 How often are the payments to be made:    

Monthly   Quarterly   Yearly  

 

 Amount details until further notice  

 Date and amount of first payment: 05 / __ __ / 2015    £__________  

  

 Date and amount of on-going payments: 5th Monthly  £__________  

  

4. Confirmation  

 Customer Signature(s) ………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Date……………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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