
 

 
 
But how are they to call on one in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in one of whom they have never heard? And how 
are they to hear without someone to proclaim 
him? And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is writǘŜƴΣ άIƻǿ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗέ  
 
Romans 10:14-15 New Revised Standard Version 

 
God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your 
Church, send your Holy Spirit to bring vision to our 
planning, wisdom to our actions, faith to our lives, 
hope to our communities, and love to our hearts. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Going for Growth Prayer, Diocese of Blackburn 

Holy Trinity, Bickerstfaffe  
November 2015 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  
Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW. Tel: 
07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 

made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Irene McCarthy.  Tel: 01695 421800, Mob: 07818 205 597.  
E-mail: irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk. 

Mr Jonathan Rawlinson. Tel: 01695 728799  E-mail: j.p.rawlinson@btinternet.com. 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Magazine Editor) Tel: 01695 423204.   
E-mail: bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) E-mail: westlancsedward@btinternet.com 
Mrs Hilary Rosbotham (Treasurer incl. Mag. Finance). Tel: 01695 723873. 
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
 

READER EMERITUS 
Mr Colin Johnson. 
Mr Allan Powell. Telephone 01695 727169.  
 

SUNDAY CLUB   Mrs Ann Ashburner & Mr Jon Ashburner. Telephone 01695 721795.  

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk
http://btinternet.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
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Letter from Andrew Housley 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
On 12th October, a number of people gathered at the statue of Edith 
/ŀǾŜƭƭ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 
her memory in both Norwich Cathedral and the Anglican Pro-Cathedral 
in Brussels. It had been 100 years since the British Red Cross nurse had 
been executed by a German firing squad. Cut into the stone of the statue 
in London are the last words she said to the Anglican chaplain who 
ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜǊ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ 
here. But this I would say, standing as I do in view of God and eternity, I 
realize that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜΦέ 
 
Edith Cavell had been nursing for the Red Cross in Belgium since 1907. 
At the outbreak of war, she chose to stay and continue her work and is 
remembered for nursing soldiers from both sides of the conflict. In 1915 
she was arrested by the German authorities for smuggling British 
soldiers in her care across the border into Holland and, despite 
international protests, she was executed on 12th October 1915. 
 
As we watch and read about both old and new conflicts, we can be sure 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 9ŘƛǘƘ /ŀǾŜƭƭΩǎ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ 
up in war. The most dreadful situations can inspire people to perform 
acts of kindness and courage for others. 
 
As we meet for our own act of remembrance on Sunday 8th November, 
we remember those who lost their lives in conflict; we remember those 
who are currently engaged in conflict; and we remember those who are 
performing acts of sacrificial kindness in areas of conflict. 
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God of compassion,  
as we recall the fearless courage 
of your servant Edith Cavell,  
give us a heart to serve and to care  
even for those who abuse and despise us.  
Remove from us all fear, hatred, and bitterness,  
and give us that life-giving love  
that loves to the uttermost  
and seeks the good of all,  
through Jesus Christ who came  
to seek and to save the lost. Amen. 
 
 

Prayer Time 
We see signs of summer's passing in golden leaves,  
shortening days, misty mornings, autumn glow.  
We sense its passing in rain that dampens,  
winds that chill, Harvest's bounty placed on show. 
Creator God, who brings forth  
both green shoot and hoar frost,  
sunrise and sunset,  
we bring our thanks  
for seeds that have grown,  
harvests gathered, 
storehouses filled, 
mouths fed.  
And, as your good earth rests  
through winter's cold embrace,  
we look forward to its re-awakening  
when kissed by Spring's first touch. 

 
Copyright © John Birch, www.faithandworship.com 
Reproduced with permission.  
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Services in November 

 

 
St Michael, 
Aughton 

 
Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

1st November 
All Saints Day 
White 
 
Deuteronomy 6.1-9; Hebrews 
9.11-14; Mark 12.28-34 

 
8.15am Andrew 
 
10.30am Bill. Matins 
10.30am Hall Service 
 
4.00pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

 
10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

8th November 
Remembrance Sunday 
Green 
 
1 Kings 17.8-16; 
Hebrews 9.24-28;  
Mark 12.38-44 

 
8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Service of Remembrance 
 
6.30pm Andrew 
Commemoration of the 
Departed 

 
10.45am Martin 
Service of 
Remembrance  

15th November 
2nd Sunday before Advent 
Green 
 
Daniel 12.1-3;  
Hebrews 10.11-14, 19-25;  
Mark 13.1-8 

 
8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
4.00pm Martin 
Holy Communion 

 
10.45am 
Andrew/Mark 
Morning Praise 

22nd November 
Christ the King 
White 
 
Daniel 7.9-10,13-14; 
Revelation 1.4b-8;  
John 18.33-37 

 
8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Baptisms 

 
10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 
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29th November 
Advent Sunday 
Purple 
 
Jeremiah 33.14-16;  
1 Thessalonians 3.9-13;  
Luke 21.25-36 

 
8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill/Margaret  
All age Advent Service 
 
6.30pm Martin 
Benefice Advent Service 
at Holy Trinity  

 
10.45am Andrew 
Family Service with 
Baptism 
 
6.30pm Martin 
Benefice Advent 
Service at Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe. 

 

 
Worship and Learning 
 
1st November: The greatest commandments 
 
Mark 12.28-34:  Summary 
ϝ ! WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǎƪǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎΩ 

commandments.Ο 
ϝ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ mean that love for God and neighbour is 

more important than Temple worship.Ο 
* Jesus commends him for his wisdom. 
 
A personal prayer 

Help me today, Lord,Ο 

to pause and remember you.Ο 

Sometimes my life feels so busy.Ο 

Give me reminders of your presenceΟ 

and help me to notice them.Ο 
Each moment when I cease one task,  

and turn to begin another,Ο 

may I stop for a moment and lift my heart to you.Ο 

In your precious name.Ο 
Amen. 
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7th November: Exceeding expectation 
 
Mark 12.38-44:  Summary 
* Jesus accuses those who teach the law of Moses of abusing their 

privileged position.Ο 

* He condemns them for their greed.Ο 
* He accuses the Temple authorities of taking advantage of the poor 
instead of caring for them. 
 
A personal prayer 

Change my heart, O God, today.Ο 

Transform the patterns of my thoughtsΟ 

so that I reflect your will in all I say and do.Ο 

Shake out my apathy;Ο 

sweep away any bitterness, cruelty and greed.Ο 

Change my heart, O God, today.Ο 

Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ L ǇǊŀȅΦΟ 
Amen. 
 
 
15th November: Resilience 
 
Mark 13.1-8:  Summary 
* Jesus warns his disciples against trusting in the security of the Temple. 

* He cautions against leaders with empty promises.Ο 
* When the world is falling apart around them, he offers hope to those 
who trust him. 
 
A personal prayer 

Saviour, today is full of possibilities ςΟ 

I do not yet know what these will be.Ο 

Whether I encounter peace or struggle,Ο 

help me to look to you.Ο 
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Help me to stand firm in you todayΟ 

knowing that whatever happens,Ο 

whatever turns my life will take,Ο 

you do not changeΟ 

and your love is constant.Ο 

Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΦ Ο 
Amen. 
 
 
22nd November: Reimagining power 
 
John 18.33-37:  Summary 

* Jesus stands before Pilate on the way to his execution.Ο 

* They discuss the different sources of power and authority.Ο 
* Jesus claims that his power flows from God, not human rulers. 
 
A personal prayer 

Lord Jesus, help me to take the timeΟ 

to consider your words of truth,Ο 

and to follow you with a faithful heart.Ο 

You know all about my doubt and confusion,Ο 

you see my weaknesses and you also see my strengths.Ο 

Strengthen me and guide me; increase my faith in you.Ο 

In your name I ask this.Ο 

Amen. 
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29th November: Keeping hope alive 
 
Luke 21.25-36:  Summary 
ϝ WŜǎǳǎ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƻƴ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ who 

are distressed.Ο 
* He uses the parable of the fig tree to appeal for alertness in the face 

of distractions.Ο 
* He invites people to trust in him and his words when their world is 
falling apart. 
 
A personal prayer 

Gracious God,Ο 

you know the thoughts of my mind Ο 

and the treasures of my heart.Ο 

You understand my fears Ο 

and you are gentle with the secret hopes that I cherish.Ο 

Help me to entrust to you those things that trouble me Ο 

and those things I long for, so that, Ο 

as I journey through Advent towards the Christmas stable, Ο 

there may be purpose in my steps and courage in my soul. Ο 

L ŀǎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΦ Ο 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2015.  
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 

 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
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Benefice News 

Communion in the Community 
 
The Holy Communion Services in Stockley Crescent, 
{ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ .ƛŎƪŜǊǎǘŀŦŦŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite 
friends!! 
  

άCƻǊ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
[ƻǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎΦέ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ ммΥнс 
 
*  Stockley Crescent 3rd November at 1pm; 

*  {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 11th (with soup £2), 25th November at 11am; 

*  Bickerstaffe School 27th November 2.40pm. 

 
Harvest Project 
We have fair trade rice to sell in support of Malawi rice farmers. 1kg 
bags are for sale at church, £3 per bag. Please follow the link to learn 
more about this yearΩs Harvest Project. 
http://jts.co.uk/files/90kgChallengePack-light.pdf 
 
 
Armistice Day 
On 11th November at 11am, the children from Bickerstaffe School will 
join the church for a short act of remembrance at the war memorial. I 
would like to encourage members of the community to join us for this 
special time. 
 
 
Advent Sunday 
Martin is putting together a special service for the evening of Advent 
Sunday, 6.30pm. Please support what will be a special time of worship. 
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Book Club 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 18th November at the 
Derby Arms.  The book will be ΨDark EdenΩ by Chris Beckett: 
 
"After 163 years and six generations of incestuous inbreeding, the 
Family is riddled with defitormy and feeblemindedness. Your culture is 
a infantile stew of half-remembered fact and devolved ritual that stifles 
innovation and punishes independent thought. You are John 
Redlantern. You will break the laws of Eden, shatter the Family and 
change history."  
 
 
aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
The next breakfast will be on Saturday 14th November 9am at St 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ the speaker will be Neil Rees from Cottage 
Lane Mission. New members welcome! 
 
 
Charity Collections 
We are still collecting good quality ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ and other school 
items which will be donated to Litherland Moss School. MŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ 
are being forwarded for distribution by the Bootle Salvation Army, and 
non-perishable food items are more than welcome for the Skelmersdale 
Food Bank. Please leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so 
much! 
 

Commemoration of the departed   
On Sunday 8th November at 6.30pm, the annual Commemoration of the 
departed will be held ŀǘ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǘ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ 
during the service. If you would like a loved oneΩs name to be 
remembered then please add their name to a list at the back of both 
churches. 
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Benefice Advent Course ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ wƻƻƳΩ 

There will be sign-up sheets at the back 
ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ DǊƻǳǇǎΦ 
Please feel free to join any group held 
within the Benefice.  
 

The course books are £3.49 each and the deadline for signing up for a 
book is Sunday 15th November, after which time books can be 
purchased individually from the website www.yorkcourses.co.uk. 
Information about the course is below. 
Making Room 
ΨFor many of us life is full of things to do, people to see, responsibilities 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻǊŜǎΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
our lives for the people and things that really matter. Maybe we even 
find it difficult to find or make space for God? Revd David Gamble uses 
New Testament stories to help us consider why and how we make room 
ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦΩ 
 
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ м ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊΩΤ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ н ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΩΤ {Ŝǎǎƻƴ о ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ 
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ п ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩΦ 
 
× 111 Church Road, Bickerstaffe, Tuesdays at 1.00 pm 

24th November, 1st, 8th, & 15th December 
 
× Bickerstaffe Hall, Hall Lane, Bickerstaffe, Tuesdays at 7.30 pm 

24th November, 1st, 8th, & 15th December 
 
× The Rectory, Church Lane, Aughton, Wednesdays at 7.30 pm 

25th November 2nd, 9th, & 16th December 
 
× 3 Almshouse Bungalows, Aughton, Fridays 1.30 pm 

27th November, 4th, 11th, 18th December 

http://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/
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Holy Trinity Dates & News 

Dates for your diary  
5th November  Shared Ministry Team. 
10th November PCC 7.30pm. 
11th November Armistice Day Remembrance, 11am. 
14th November aŜƴΩǎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ фŀƳ ŀǘ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ IŀƭƭΦ 
16th November Confirmation in the Cathedral. 
28th November Christmas Fair at Four Lane Ends Mission. 
29th November Baptism of Bentley John Ratcliffe &  

Cassie Ann Harrison, 10.45am. 
29th November Advent Service 6.30pm. 
14th December Christingle 10.45am. 
21st December Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 6.30pm. 
24th December Crib Service 4pm.  

 
Joint Benefice Church Family Weekend 2016 

 
We are returning to Cloverley Hall for the weekend of 13th ς 15th 
May. Booking forms are now available in church to be returned with 
a deposit by 31st October. 
 
It is an ideal opportunity to spend some time worshipping and 
meeting together as a Christian family or relaxing in beautiful 
surroundings getting to know each other better.  
 
This is an invitation to all members of both Church congregations to 
join us at Cloverley Hall.          Janet Glennon 
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Friends of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe 
Like many churches throughout the country, Holy Trinity is facing rising 
costs as well as needing to raise new funds to maintain the church 
building and churchyard. We will soon receive a quinquennial report on 
the building, which will highlight work which needs to be done. We also 
need to raise funds to complete the extension to the churchyard, which 
has been put on pause as we raised funds for the new heating system. 
 
To help us meet these challenges, we are developing a new fundraising 
initiative called the Friends of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe. The terms of the 
new group will be as follows: 
The Friends of Holy Trinity will be a sub group of the PCC and work with 
the Vicar, Church Wardens and PCC towards the following objectives. 
 

¶ To help towards the cost of the preservation of the fabric of the 
church; 

¶ To help with the cost of repairs; 

¶ To help towards the cost of the replacement of major items;  

¶ To raise funds for the above purposes; 

¶ To help with the maintenance costs and upkeep of the 
churchyard. 

 
Funds raised will be held in a designated fund within the PCC accounts 
and will be spent on the above. 
 
The annual cost of joining the friends of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe will be 
£20 per year and there will be an annual event organized for the 
members of the group. Within the month, membership forms will be 
produced. If you are interested in joining the group, please speak to 
Andrew or the Wardens. Thank you. 

Andrew 
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Financial Statement September 2015 

Hilary Rosbotham 

GENERAL FUND 

Income £  Expenses £ 

Free Will Offering 692.90  Quota 2160.84 

Plate 415.10  VIC Council tax 1294.62 

Fees 2,259.00  VIC Water rate 203.4 

Ukulele Evening 520.00  VIC Expenses 208.35 

Standing Orders 395.00    

Interest 117.82    

     

 4,399.82   3867.21 

Credit 532.61    

     

Bank Statements     

Balance 30.7.15 12,640.37    

Income 4,399.82    

 17,040.19    

Expenditure 3,867.21    

Balance 31.9.15 13,172.98    

     

CASH ACCOUNT 

Income 1/1/2015-31/9/2015   Expenses  

Coffee morning 35.00  Electricity 873.86 

Foreign charity 130.00  Water 138.64 

In lieu of flowers 1,255.60  Foreign charity 130.00 

Sundries 34.00  Vicar's expenses 128.80 

Donation 10.00  Music 138.00 

   Printing etc 221.13 

     

 1,464.60   1,630.43 

     

Income 1,464.60    

Expenditure 1,630.43    

Debit Balance 31/8/2015 -165.83    
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Ψ.ƛŎƪŜǊǎǘŀŦŦŜ 9ǾŀŎǳŜŜǎΩ  By Owen Taylor  
 
A smiling Premier Chamberlain stepped off the aeroplane after 
returning from Munich in September 1938, waving a piece of paper, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ Ψǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΩ tŜŀŎŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΦ  
Thankfully, the majority of Parliament realised this was nothing more 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ΨtƛŜ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ {ƪȅΩ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘat war with this despot was 
inevitable. So, instead of sitting back, every department was 
immediately placed on a war-footing.  
 
On top of the agenda was the distribution of forty eight million gas-
masks. Delivery began in March 1939 and soon afterwards, schools were 
visited by specially trained inspectors, showing the correct fitting 
procedure. Another safety measure was the installation of gas-
detectors, a simply made device consisting of a flat, square shaped piece 
of plywood, painted with a green coloured chemical that turned pink if 
a gas attack occurred.  
 
A few days before war was declared, when the whole country was in a 
high state of tension, the National Government decided to bring in the 
ǿŜƭƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƛŜŘ tƛǇŜǊΩ. This scheme oversaw the 
total evacuation of inner cities, thought to be exposed from enemy 
attack. In the first two months 95,000 children and vulnerable women, 
were evacuated from Merseyside. Obviously, rural areas were the 
favoured destination, accepting the fair share. In Bickerstaffe, the Parish 
Council, School Managers and Church Council, led by Revd. B. Watts, 
met at the schoolrooms to give guidance and support to everyone 
affected by the formidable situation. Provisional numbers from 
Liverpool Corporation was around the 100 mark, the majority being of 
school-age, along with a few mothers and their children.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŀǎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƭƭ car owners and inform 
them to be in the school-yard, before noon, on Sunday September 10th, 
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1939 (it must be remembered, there 
were only around 20 car owners in 
the Parish at that time). The School 
Managers reported that two female 
teachers would accompany the 
evacuees and the older boysΩ 
classroom would be brought into use 
for the new arrivals.  
 
In the preceding week, parishioners 
were contacted and asked how many 
evacuees they could accommodate 
and in most cases, couples with no 
children took in one or two. Large 
farmhouses and detached properties 
were also chosen as ideal residences 
and in most cases, the newcomers 
were welcomed with open arms. The 
Revd. Watts, with his gentle, 
persuasive manner, was probably the 
king-pin of this successful outcome.  
 

As the big day arrived and the evacuees alighted from their transport, 
all dutifully combed and labelled, each carrying a gas-mask and carrier 
bag. Some looked bewildered, while others were exited at the prospect 
of a new, different life. A lot of helpers were on hand to greet and 
marshal the youngsters to the correct vehicle and onto their new abode. 
Nearly all the children came from Old Swan or Stoneycroft, Liverpool 13.  
Some were pupils from St Anne Primary C of E School, Prescot Road. At 
first, the decision was made to separate evacuees from the local 
children at play-times, but seemingly no-one liked this idea and within 

A Wartime Evacuation Poster 
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weeks, the system was dropped and all pupils, each with their different 
backgrounds, began the process of integration. From the outset, the 
evacuees were taught by their own teachers, who were fairly young, 
fashionable and had a modern outlook on life, quite the opposite of the 
austereness that the local pupils were accustomed to. One of these 
teachers caused rather a stir, after being seen frequenting Stanley Gate 
Inn, during her lunch hour, an unconventional pastime in those days.  
 
By Christmastide, a small percentage of the evacuees had returned 
ƘƻƳŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 
water toilets, or integral bathrooms, while others, particularly the 
young, were homesick and missed the love of their parents. One 
evacuee, a girl named June, was asked by the Headmistress, Miss 
{ǘƻŎƪƭŜȅΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ of Bickerstaffe do you live in?Ω ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ΨCƻǳǊ 
[ŀȅƛƴƎ IŜƴǎΩΦ  

Evacuees leaving Liverpool 
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