
 

The World Peace Prayer 
Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth. Lead 
me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. Lead me 
from hate to love, from war to peace. Let peace fill our 
hearts, our world, our universe. Amen. 
 
 

Bible verse and prayer for 2016 
"I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect." 

Romans 12:1-2  

Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe  
February 2016 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  
Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW. Tel: 
07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 

made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Irene McCarthy.  Tel: 01695 421800, Mob: 07818 205 597.  
E-mail: irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk. 

Mr Jonathan Rawlinson. Tel: 01695 728799  E-mail: j.p.rawlinson@btinternet.com. 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Magazine Editor) Tel: 01695 423204.   
E-mail: bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) E-mail: westlancsedward@btinternet.com 
Mrs Hilary Rosbotham (Treasurer incl. Mag. Finance). Tel: 01695 723873. 
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
 

READER EMERITUS 
Mr Colin Johnson. 
Mr Allan Powell. Telephone 01695 727169.  
 

SUNDAY CLUB   Mrs Ann Ashburner & Mr Jon Ashburner. Telephone 01695 721795.  

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk
http://btinternet.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear friends, 
 
This month the forty day season of Lent begins. The forty days of Lent 
are different from any other days in the year, because during them we 
are encouraged to show self-discipline as we give up a pleasure. During 
the season, we are also encouraged to be mindful of what we need to 
put right in our lives so that we can grow in our Christian life and service. 
 
As we consider what the forty days of Lent will mean to us this year, 
could I encourage you to join a Lent Group or attend the Lent Reflections 
this year. 
 
 
Collect for the first Sunday in Lent 
 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 
so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Andrew 
 
 
Magazine Subscription 
We hope you enjoy reading this month’s magazine. If you would like to 
receive a copy on a regular basis, please contact the Church Office, 
telephone 01695 424457. The magazine is also published on our website 
www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk.  
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Services in February 
 

  
St Michael, 

Aughton 
 

Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

7th February 
Sunday before Lent 
Green 
Exodus 34.29-35;  
2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2; 
Luke 9.28-36,(37-43) 

 
8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins  
10.30am  
Hall Service 
 
4.00pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

 
10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

14th February 
Lent 1 
Purple 
Deuteronomy 26.1-11; 
Romans 10.8b-13;  
Luke 4.1-13 

 
8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Holy Communion 

 
10.45am Andrew 
Family Service 

21st February 
Lent 2 
Purple 
Genesis 15.1-12,17-18; 
Philippians 3.17-4.1; Luke 
13.31-35 

 
8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30amMartin 
Parish Praise/Songs of 
Praise 
 
4.00pm Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

 
10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise  
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28th February 
Lent 3 
Purple 
Isaiah 55.1-9;  
1 Corinthians 10.1-13; 
Luke 13.1-9 

GIFT DAY 
8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew  
Holy Communion 
 

GIFT DAY 
10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 

 
 
Worship and Learning 
 
7th February:  The double-edged glory of God  
 
Luke 9.28.28-36,(37-43): Summary 
 

* Jesus takes Peter, James and John up a mountain to pray.  

* Jesus shines with glory as Moses and Elijah join him.  
* The disciples are frightened but hear a heavenly voice telling them to 
listen to Jesus. 
 
A personal prayer 
 
Lord, I would like to think that, if I had been invited to the mountain-
top, wide awake, I would have been engaged with awe and wonder – 
and not by the need to prove anything, build anything, be more than I 
am.  
 
But I must learn in all honesty to admit that there is something of Peter 
within me. I learn by doing, unafraid or unaware of my foolishness. Open 
the eyes of my heart, reveal to me all the potential you see in me, Jesus, 

and give me courage to become more like you.  Amen.  
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14th February:  Revealing identity  
 
Luke 4.1-13: Summary 
 

* Jesus will only succeed in his mission if he’s sure of who he is.   
* He draws on the Scriptures to give him strength in challenging times.  
* He resists the devil’s temptations and commits himself to God. 
 
A personal prayer 
 
Loving God, as Jesus grew in confidence through his trials in the 
wilderness, and trusted your word, so as I go through my difficult times, 
may I immerse myself in your Scriptures, and be refreshed and 

reminded that in you I am safe, and to you I am special.  Amen.  
 
 
21th February:  Darkness and destiny  
 
Luke 13.31-35: Summary 
 

* Jesus is heading for Jerusalem, despite the prospect of danger.  

* He wants to gather his people, Israel, protectively like a mother hen.  
* Jesus predicts his triumphal entry and hints at his death. 
 
A personal prayer 
 
On a piece of paper, draw a symbol that represents your relationship 
with God today. Is there another symbol that you would draw to 
represent how you wish the relationship might be? Offer a simple 
prayer: 
 

Dear God,  amid all my fears and my hopes,  draw me deeper into a 

relationship with you.  I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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28th February:  When the time comes  
 
Luke 13.1-9: Summary 
 

* Sometimes the calamities of life stop us from focusing on God.   

* Jesus reminds us to look to him, whatever our circumstances.  
* The parable of the fig tree warns that, despite God’s patience, 
judgement is unavoidable. 
 
A personal prayer 
 
Repentance is such a big word, Lord, it scares me.  
For there are many things I know I should name before you –  
things that I’m afraid to name,  
ashamed to name,  
too proud to name.  
Things I just hope I’ll get away with.  
Things I don’t want anyone to know.  
 
Lord, help me empty the litter bin of my heart,  
and protect me from despair.  
Open me to honesty,  
and show me the way to go forward,  
after the example of Jesus,  

who challenges and forgives.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2015. 

Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 

 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
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Luke 13.31-35  

Some Pharisees warn Jesus that Herod plans to kill him. Jesus refuses 

to turn back from Jerusalem and predicts that he will die there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pharisees warn Jesus that he is in danger, but Jesus is determined 

to carry on. 

Prayer 

Dear Jesus, sometimes we are scared and we feel alone. Help us to 

remember that you are always with us, to love and protect us. Thank 

you. Amen. 

© ROOTS for Churches Limited www.rootsontheweb.com 



  Page 9 

 

Benefice News 

Communion in the Community 
 
The Holy Communion Services in Stockley Crescent, 
St Michael’s Hall and Bickerstaffe School are a 
wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite 
friends!! 
 
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1 
Corinthians 11:26. 

* Stockley Crescent on Tuesday 2nd February at 1.00pm. 

* St Michael’s Hall on Wednesday 10th February (with soup £2), and 

Wednesday 24th February at 11am. 

* Bickerstaffe School on Friday 26th February 2.40pm. 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

The next breakfast will be Saturday 23rd April 9am 
at St Michael’s Church Hall. New members 
welcome! 
If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please 
bring them to be taken to the Salvation Army in 
Bootle. Thank you. 

 
Charity Collections 
A reminder that we are still collecting good quality children’s clothes 
and other school items. Donations will be sent to Litherland Moss 
School. Men’s clothes are being forwarded for distribution by the Bootle 
Salvation Army, and non-perishable food items are more than welcome 
for the Skelmersdale Food Bank. Demand remains very high, so please 
leave any items at the back of church. Please also keep these 
organizations in your prayers. Thank you so much! 
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Fusion Youth Events for young people 11years plus 
February 12th  Night walk  
March 11th  Games & Film night  
April 8th  Worship event 
May 13th  Sailing  
June 10th  Dragon Boat Racing  
July 8th  Roller Skating  
Aug –   Camp holiday with MYC  
 
 
Book Club 
The next Book Club will be on Wednesday 16th March from 8pm at The 
Derby Arms Pub, Aughton, when we will discuss ‘The War of Don 
Emmanuel’s Nether Parts’ by Louis de Bernières. All welcome! 
 
 
Pancake Party 

 
The annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party is on 9th 
February 6pm at Four Lane Ends Mission. Please 
bring friends of all ages. All welcome. 
 
 

 
 
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 

 
The Ash Wednesday Communion will be at St 
Michael’s at 7.30pm. All welcome. 
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Lent 2016  
 
This Lent, we will follow the course produced by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland, ‘Pilgrimage’.  
 
The notion of ‘Pilgrimage’ is presented in the form of collections of 
sayings, images, wisdom and prayers from a variety of sources, which 
are gathered into a pack of seven conversation booklets suitable for 
personal and group use. Each member’s pack costs £5 which should be 
put in a named envelope and given to Andrew. 
 
Sign-up sheets now are at the back of church. Below are the dates and 
venues of the groups. Please join a group held anywhere in the Benefice. 
 
 Bickerstaffe Hall:  Tuesdays from 7.30pm 

16th February, 23rd February, 1st March, 8th March, 15th March, 
29th March, and 5th April. 
 

 The Rectory, 10 Church Lane:  Wednesdays from 7.30pm 

17th February, 24th February, 2nd March, 9th March, 16th March, 
30th March, 6th April 

 
 3 Alms House Bungalows, Aughton:  Fridays from 1.30pm 

Friday 19th, Friday 26th February, 4th March, 11th March, 18th 
March, 1st April, 8th April 

 
 
Lent Reflections 
As in previous years, Lent Reflections will be held in Bickerstaffe Church 
at 8am on the dates below. The reflections are for all ages and will last 
15 minutes and be followed by breakfast in Bickerstaffe School. 
 
25th February Count your blessings 
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4th March Saying sorry 
11th March  Remember that God is always with you 
18th March  Folded arms in prayer 
25th March Be thankful! 
 
 

Holy Trinity Dates & News 

Dates for your diary  
3rd February Friends of HTB meeting 7pm. 
5th February Praise Service. 
7th February Extra PCC following the 10.45am service. 
9th February Pancake Party 6pm. 
24th February Garden Party meeting 7pm. 
28th February Gift Day. 
29th February BET meeting 7pm. 
8th March Parochial Church Council Meeting (PCC) 7:30pm. 
10th March Shared Ministry Team meeting. 
23rd April Men’s Breakfast. 
26th April Annual General Meeting (AGM). 
27th April Trip to Cartmel Priory. 
 
 
Friends of Holy Trinity 
Membership leaflets are now available for those wanting to join the 
friends of Holy Trinity. The cost of joining will be £20 a year. Our initial 
target is 100 hundred members. Please help us in reaching the target so 
that we are able to care for our lovely church building. 
 
Gift Day 

This year’s Gift day will be on 28th February. This is 
an opportunity to give a special gift to the church in 
appreciation of the ministry and fellowship we 
receive. 
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Coach Trip to Cartmel & Cartmel Priory 
I'm organising a church day trip to Cartmel and Cartmel Priory on 
Wednesday 27 April cost approximately £9 to include transport, packed 
lunch and a guided tour of the Priory. Please get in touch if you would 
like to join us.   

Edward Mercer 
 
Churchyard 
To help us maintain our churchyard, could Christmas decorations and 
wreaths please be removed. If you need any help, please contact the 
church office. 
 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table 
At a Passover meal, the youngest child asks “what is so special about a 
night like this?” the host of the meal will answer by telling the guests 
about the time Israel was led from slavery to the promised land. Holy 
Communion evolved from the Passover meal and reminds us that we 
were saved from the slavery of sin to benefit from new life in Christ. 
 

The Welcome to the Lord’s Table course is for children in Year 4+ who 
would like to learn more about the Christian faith and join with the 
church family in the special act of worship and remembrance by taking 
Holy Communion. If any parents would like their children to take part in 
this year’s course, then please speak to Andrew. 
 
 
Bingo Night at Four Lane Ends Mission 

 
Our next Bingo evening will be on Friday 11th March 
at Four Lane Ends Mission. Eyes down at 7:30pm. 
Refreshments are provided, but please bring your 
own drinks if required. Please pay on the door. 
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New monthly Church Youth Events 
Please note the programme dates in your diary! 

 February 12th  Night walk  

 March 11th   Games & Film night  
 
 

Parish Register 

Please continue to pray for Rhoda’s family and all who mourn a loved 
one. 

 
 
The funeral and burial of the late Mrs Rhoda Ellen 
Critchley, formally of Lathom, was held on Friday 22nd 

January. Mrs Critchley died on 10th January aged 81.  
 
 

 
Rhoda Critchley: A note of thanks  
Tom, Susan and Judith would like to thank most sincerely the many 
friends and neighbours who supported Rhoda and the family over 
recent months. Rhoda took great comfort from knowing she was in 
people's thoughts and prayers. 
 
Following Rhoda's passing in January, donations were gratefully 
received for this church, and for Queenscourt Hospice, Southport, 
where Rhoda spent her final days. 

Tom, Susan and Judith 
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Bickerstaffe Sporting Events  By Owen Taylor 

 
Despite the hardships of the late 19th and early 20th century, people 
had a great zest for life. After the Saturday half-day holiday was 
introduced in the 1870s, many sporting events were organised 
throughout the Parish.   
 
A Ploughing Society was formed at Stanley Gate Inn and soon matches 
became so popular that hundreds flocked to watch the skills of the finest 
ploughman in South West Lancashire. Early accounts were printed in the 
‘Preston Guardian’. 
 
There were many local ploughing champions, ‘Old Tom’ Blackburn of 
Skelmersdale, was described as a ‘Hero of a hundred matches’, winning 
more than ’Eighty 1st prizes and Nine Silver Cups’. Another champion 
was Moses Huyton, founder of the Bakery at Barrow Nook.  
 

 
 
(L) Farmer, Tom Blackburn, 
Ploughing Match Champion 
 
The competition was held in a 30 acre 
field adjacent to the Stanley Gate Inn. 
Ploughmen were placed into different 
categories with a class for digging 
ploughs and one for first timers, 
under 20 years of age. Uniform ridges 
and neat straight furrows were the 
yardstick by which success was 
judged. 
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Team of Prize-Winning horses in 1922, owned by S.T. Rosbotham 

 
In later years, Thomas Hooton, ploughman to the Bickerstaffe Collieries 
was mentioned for his outstanding abilities. Generous supporters of the 
Society were the Earl’s of Derby, who always attended and presented 
prizes at the Annual Dinner. 
 
Horse racing was introduced around 1870, again in a field near the 
Stanley Gate Inn. According to newspaper reports, races were held 
every year for around 10 years. A Race Card of 1874 listed the events. 
There were 5 horse races, including the Bickersaffe Stakes, a Donkey and 
Trotting Race, alternated with 3 foot races. A quotation concerning the 
Ormskirk Stakes reads, ‘Entrance 3s each, with a £2 prize for horses that 
have never won a stake of £10 at any one time. The winner of the other 
races will not be able to compete in the race’. The longest foot race was 
a distance of ‘220 yards’. A footnote read, ‘All Persons contending in 
Foot Races must do so in proper costume, viz, long drawers, Guernsey’s 
and short coloured over-drawers’. The races closed with a Ball at Stanley 
Gate Inn. 
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A Race Card of 1874 

 
There is very sparse information concerning another ‘Sporting Event’, 
held each year after harvest, in a field belonging to Bickerstaffe Hall, 
situated to the west of Church Road, known as ‘Little Hallcroft’. It 
appears various competitions were staged here in the early Edwardian 
era, such as the ‘Tug of War’ and climbing the ‘Greasy Pole’.  
 
One local elder told the story of a young Kirkby farmer’s son, from 
Stockpits Farm, who won the ‘Greasy Pole’ challenge five years on the 
trot. We understand this was no easy task, because once atop, one had 
to remove the ‘leg of ham’ prize, usually secured in a muslin sack and 
carry it down the pole safely. Unfortunately, after his fifth triumph, he 
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was disqualified when judges discovered he has two ‘scrubbing brushes’ 
tied to his knees and secretly hidden in his trouser legs! 
 
Acknowledgements: 
Preston Guardian, Ormskirk Advertiser, Richard Appleton, Helen 
Huyton, Angela Chaderton. 

Owen Taylor 
 
 
Coffee Morning 

Everyone is welcome to a Coffee Morning on 
Tuesday 8th March at 4 Hall Lane, Bickerstaffe 10am 
to 12noon. There will be a home-made cake stall and 
a raffle. All proceeds for Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe. 
Tickets £1. Donations of cakes are welcome! 

 
 
 
Friends of St. Michael's Church 

The Friends of St. Michael's are holding a bridge 
afternoon on Wednesday, 24th February, 2016 at 
2.00p.m in the Church hall.  

 
Tickets cost £6 and include afternoon tea.  Tickets can 
be obtained from Pam Pilkington, 01695 422203, or 
Brenda Moss, 01695 421035.  

 
The Committee would appreciate donations of raffle prizes, please 
phone Ann Barnes 01695 421387 if you are able to help, thank you. 
 



  Page 19 

 

   



Page 20 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bickerstaffe Hall Bell  by Owen Taylor 

Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

 

 Friendly staff 

 Many guest ales 

 Home cooked, traditional food 

 Real fires 

 Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford 

01744 886544 
 

Prescott 

0151 426 6069 
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News from Bickerstaffe Church of England School 
 
A belated ‘Happy New Year to you all; we hope that the beginning of 
2016 has started well for you!’ 
 
Our children returned to school with smiley faces and news about the 
presents that they had received; and the events that had made 
Christmas a special time for them.   Only one of our families, to my 
knowledge, had suffered flooding in their home, and our thoughts and 
prayers went out to them and to all the thousands across the nation 
who had also been affected. 
 
In our assemblies we have talked about ‘Life as a Journey’, and ‘Going 
the extra mile’; and the impact that this can have on our own life as well 
as the lives of those around us.  We also started on our ‘Road to Rio…..’ 
introducing the ‘Yellow band’ – for the Olympic and Paralympic Value 
‘Determination’.  Every child and adult in school will be encouraged to 
set an aim or goal for themselves, and demonstrate the determination 
needed to succeed.  
 
Over the coming weeks we will also be looking at the other values – 
Friendship, Excellence, Respect, Inspiration, Courage and Equality, 
which together with Determination, makes seven bands to collect!  If 
anyone has a story to tell about any of these values, we would love to 
hear from you. 
 
Congratulations - To Mrs Doherty, who has completed 20 years of 
service at Bickerstaffe School!  She received a very special thank you 
from us all for her hard work and commitment throughout this time.  
 
Dough Disco - Has got off to a very good start, with teachers already 
noticing a difference in the ability of children to concentrate and focus 
during the Guided Reading sessions that follow immediately after this 
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fun form of exercise at the beginning of each day.  If you want to know 
more about ‘Dough Disco’ take a look at Youtube.   
 
Number Fun – is a great way to learn number facts and concepts; with 
actions, songs and music used to support learning.  Children thoroughly 
enjoyed their morning sessions with ‘Number Fun Dave’, who made a 
return visit to film our children in action.  He was very impressed with 
the level of enthusiasm that the children demonstrated, and we were 
very proud to have been chosen to showcase our school in this way. 
 
Infant Continuous Learning Outdoor Area - Through generous 
donations from: ‘Dashbo’ and Bickerstaffe Education Trust, we have, 
respectively, been able to purchase new outdoor equipment for use by 
our infant children, and re-develop the area with artificial grass; 
providing year round outdoor learning and play.  This is very much 
appreciated. 
 
Min-y-Don - In addition to the £5,000 donated by Bickerstaffe Education 
Trust for the above, they have provided a further £1,200 to support our 
visit to Min-y-don.  This funding has paid for the transport and some 
additional costs which have benefitted all our families.  Thank You! 
 
Forthcoming Events….. 
The date for the PTFA ‘Motown Ball’ has been confirmed for Saturday 
27th February at Mossock Hall.  The meal will include a drink on arrival, 
three course meal, coffee and mints.  A live band, performing Motown 
has been booked, and a disco will follow.  Fantastic ideas have been put 
forward by parents, and it promises to be another night to remember.  
Tickets are £35.  To reserve your place, please ring the School Office 
a.s.a.p., and forward your deposit of £20 by Monday 1st February; the 
balance is payable by Wednesday 10th February.  Please tell family and 
friends, all are welcome.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

From Jeanne Hall and Bickerstaffe School 
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Church cleaning rota 
 
New, fit people would be more than welcome to help 
on the cleaning rota! Hours to suit on Friday or 
Saturday on a rota once every six weeks. Could you 
help with this important ministry? If so, please speak 
to Irene McCarthy. Thank you. 

 

February cleaning rota 
5th February Team 6  M Clarke, V Heyes, B Morris 

12th February Team 1 E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

19th February Team 2  I McCarthy, M Johnson 
26th February Team 3  A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

4th March Team 4  Barbara Fairclough, B Winstanley 

11th March Team 5  F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 
8th February: Henry Tate, Entrepreneur 
& Philanthropist. With Julie Kershaw. 
 
29th February: Pool to Powerhouse 
with Mr Ken Pye. 
 
7th March: Liverpool’s Charters. With 
Sharon Brown. 
 
21st March AGM and The Vichy 
Regime. With Mr Michael Murphy. 
 
Meetings start at 7.30pm at Four Lane 
Ends Mission. All visitors welcome (£3).  
Further information from Mrs P 
Nanson, tel 01695 574364 and 
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk. 
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Mothers’ Union News 
Our January meeting was a Holy Communion Service with Rev. N. K. 
Leiper. This is our usual service and it was good to see Keith with us 
again. We now have our programme of events for the coming year and 
subscriptions are now due. 

Irene McCarthey 
 
 
Church Flower Rota 

 

7th February Mrs Sheila Beeby 
14th February Mrs Audrey Moorey 
21st February Mrs Rene Forster 
28th February Miss Freda Brownbill 
6th March  Mothering Sunday 
13th March Flowers remain 
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Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the February 

magazine is  
Friday 19th February. 

 
As always, please pass articles 

to myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and 

copyright allows. Thank you for 
all your support. 

 

 
Chimney and Multi Fuel 

Stove Sweeping 
 

Colin McGrath 
Mobile 07747 039 694 

 
Registered member of the 

Institute of Chimney Sweeps. 
 

All ICS members  
are fully trained, insured,  

and carry photographic ID. 

 

Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir 

and the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to 

ensure we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  

Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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Bickerstaffe WI 
 
On Monday 18th January, twenty-two members of the Bickerstaffe W.I. 
celebrated its sixty years anniversary with a dinner at the local Stanley 
Gate Inn. Following the meal a special cake made by the new secretary, 
Mrs. Eleanor Ball and her friend, Mrs. Louise Leatherbarrow, was cut by 
the president, Mrs. Hilary Rosbotham. 
 

 
 

The next meeting will be a very 
entertaining evening presented by Dennis 
and Debbie Lee and is entitled The Life and 
Times of George Formby. It will start at 
7.30pm on Monday 22nd February at Four 
Lane Ends Mission, Skelmersdale Road, 
Bickerstaffe, L39 0EZ. 
 

Have you ever thought about coming to a meeting of the Womens' 
Institute to see what we do? If you enjoy a chat and a laugh, interesting 
speakers (sometimes with slides) and often a quiz the W.I. is for you. 
Visitors and new members are always welcome on the 4th Monday of 
the month at 7.30pm in Four Lane Ends Mission. For more information 
please contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161. 



  Page 29 

 
The Friends of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe 

 
The Friends of Holy Trinity will raise money for the following; 

 To help towards the cost of the preservation of the fabric of the 
church; 

 To help with the cost of repairs; 

 To help towards the cost of the replacement of major items;  

 To raise funds for the above purposes; 

 To help with the maintenance costs and upkeep of the 
churchyard. 

 
The committee members are; Rev Andrew Housley, Rene Forster, Mike 
Litherland, Edward Mercer, Cynthia Moakes, Hilary Rosbotham, Jackie 
Smith 

 
HOW TO JOIN.   Please fill in the form on the back page and send to: The 
Membership Secretary, Friends of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe, Lyellake 
Lane, Lyelake Farm, Lyelake Lane, Bickerstaffe, L39 0EY. The 
Membership Secretary is Mrs Hilary Rosbotham, tel. 01695 723873.  
 
Minimum Annual Subscription 
Members £20.00. Annual subscriptions become renewable on 21st 
January.  Bankers Orders can be sent to your own Bank and can be made 
out to pay the Friends on the 31st January annually from the following 
year.  A cheque may be sent to the Friends to cover the initial year or 
from the date of joining. 
 
If you have paid Income Tax in the current year, the PCC Holy Trinity can 
reclaim the tax from the Inland Revenue on your subscription providing 
you are willing to allow this to happen and complete and return to us 
the attached Gift Aid Declaration. (Please tell us of any change of 
address, tax status or intention). 
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Gift Aid Declaration 
PCC Holy Trinity Charity No:- X94795 
Please treat as Gift Aid Donations all qualifying gifts of money I have made 
since today, and all qualifying gifts I make in the future. I am a UK taxpayer 
and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than 
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference. 
 
Gift Aid 
Signature..........................................................................    Date   ...../...../...... 

Enrolment Form 
(Please delete/amend as appropriate) 

 

I/We wish to join the Friends of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe as Ordinary / 
Corporate members. 
 

I/We enclose a cheque for £……….. (Payable to PCC Holy Trinity 
Bickerstaffe) in payment of my/our subscription. 
I/We have / have not sent to my/our Bank a completed Bankers Order 
for payment of future annual renewal subscriptions. 
 
Title / Name………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address….…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………..…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Postcode……………………………..……………………………………………………………. 
 
E-mail……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Date………….……. 
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About Holy Trinity Church 

 
Holy Trinity is a Church of England (Anglican) parish church in the 
ancient parish of Bickerstaffe in Lancashire. 
 
The church was built in 1843 in a joint deal between Lord Derby and the 
local parishioners. Lord Derby donated the stone on condition that the 
parishioners collected and moved it. The North Aisle is mid-Victorian 
built about 1870, and the vestry is early 20th century. The building is of 
historical interest not only because it shows several periods of building 
but more importantly because of its roof structure. 
 
The church must be one of the first churches to be built with a laminated 
roof structure which only became popular in 1900. The Victorian section 
of the church was built with a straight wood structure. 
 
The Congregation comes from Bickerstaffe and surrounding areas, to 
attend a wide variety of traditional, contemporary, and special seasonal 
services.  
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Banker’s Order 
(BLOCK CAPITAL PLEASE) 

 

Bank……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………….................................................................. 

…………………………………………….…………………………………………………………….... 

Postcode………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Please pay to:- 
Barclays Bank (20-80-33) 
3 Aughton Street 
Ormskirk L39 3BJ 
 
For the credit of  
PCC of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe 
Account No:- 50116599 
Quoting Ref:- “Friends of HTB” 
 
The sum of  £…………….. (words) ……………………………………………………........ 
 
On the   …...........     day of     ……………………..       20……... 
 
And a like sum annually on the 31st day of January until further notice. 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Account to be debited………………………………………………………………………….. 

Sort Code:              Account:  
 
Please complete, sign and detach this Standing Order and forward it to 
your Bank   


