
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe  
February 2017     

  
  
  

Bible verse and prayer for 2017 
And when you turn to the right or when you turn to 
the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”            Isaiah 30:21 

A prayer for God's guidance 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we ask you to 
direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and 
bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your 
commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be 
preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

50p 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  

Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 
made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Irene McCarthy.  01695 421800, Mob: 07818 205 597.  
E-mail: irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk. 
Mrs Barbara Morris 
 

TREASURER 
Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
 

SUNDAY CLUB   Mrs Ann Ashburner & Mr Jon Ashburner. Telephone 01695 721795.  

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear friends, 
 
In recent years, the BBC has produced some wonderful documentaries. 
In 2013 Rageh Omarr presented ‘The Ottomans: Europe’s Muslim 
Emperors’. Earlier in the year Lucy Worsley presented, ‘Empire Of The 
Tsars: Romanov Russia’. And just before Christmas, Simon Sebag 
Montefiore presented, ‘Vienna: Empire, Dynasty and Dream’. I have 
always enjoyed history and so whenever such a series is shown, I hide 
myself away to watch it so there are no interruptions, and at times I 
revisit iplayer and watch the same series again. I am fascinated by how 
historical events have influenced the life and politics of today. Each of 
the empires mentioned have at some time struggled to adapt to a new 
politics, a new economy, or a new world order and the result has been 
their demise. 
 
The Church as an institution, has faced many threats and challenges 
during her two thousand years of history. There are too many to list! 
Today the Church in the West is threatened by indifference and an 
increasing secular society. The affect has been a decline in church 
congregations and a decline in the numbers of clergy. But do not fear! 
Because the Church has always managed to evolve and adapt and find 
new ways to encourage mission and communicate the Christian 
message in new contexts. It is important to remember that the Christian 
Church is not merely a religious empire, but the living body of Christ 
within which the Holy Spirit dwells. In 2 Corinthians 12:9, St Paul writes, 
 
‘But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.’  
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The church can only grow by the work of the Holy Spirit and the faithful 
witness of his disciples. 
 
The Deanery Synod will meet at St Michael’s Church Hall on Wednesday 
15th February from 7.30pm and members of the Parochial Church 
Councils, as well as Deanery Synod Representatives, are invited to 
attend. At the Synod, Archdeacon Jennifer McKenzie will discuss with us 
the Bishop’s Agenda for Growth. It will be an opportunity to explore as 
a Deanery how we can work together to encourage both church and 
congregational growth. 
 
See you there! 

Andrew 

 

Services in February 

 

St Michael 
Aughton 

Holy Trinity 
Bickerstaffe 

5th February 
4th before Lent 
Green 
Isaiah 58.1-9a, (9b-12);  
1 Corinthians 2.1-12, (13-
16);  
Matthew 5.13-20 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins 
 
10.30am 
Hall Service 
 
4pm Bill 
Candlemas Service 
in the Church Hall 
 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
GIFT DAY 
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12th February 
3rd before Lent 
Green 
Deuteronomy 30.15-20;  
1 Corinthians 3.1-9; 
Matthew 5.21-37 
 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Holy Communion 
GIFT DAY 

10.45am Andrew 
Family Service 
 

19th February 
2nd before Lent 
Green 
Leviticus 19.1-2,9-18;  
1 Corinthians 3.10-11,16-
23;  
Matthew 5.38-48 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Songs of Praise 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 

26th February 
Sunday next before Lent 
Green 
Exodus 24.12-18;  
2 Peter 1.16-21; Matthew 
17.1-9 
 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 

 

Worship & Learning 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-16. 
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 

 
Did you know that many more resources from ROOTS for Churches Ltd 
are on our website each week, including Bible Notes, reflections, and 
prayers for both children and older people. Please visit 
www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on the Bible icon. 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
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5th February: Attractive Living 
Matthew 5.13-20 

 True disciples witness to the gospel in what they say and do, rather 

than merely believing it. 

 True discipleship cannot be hidden from those around us. 

 Jesus doesn’t abolish the Jewish Law; he fulfils and transcends it. 

 
A personal prayer 
Lord, I don’t always find it easy to be your salt to those around me.  
Help me to trust that you will show me how to live my life to glorify 
you.  
Amen. 
 
 
12th February: Living with integrity 
Matthew 5.21-37 

 Jesus addresses his disciples’ behaviour, and the thoughts and 

feelings that give rise to it. 

 Disciples of Jesus must be obviously trustworthy and reliable. 

 To be a disciple of Jesus is to accept his discipline. 

 
A personal prayer 
Lord, I know I sometimes think things I would rather not, 
and act in ways I would rather not. 
Sometimes I don’t even know what I’m doing until it is too late. 
Please help me to be able to stop, think and pray before I act.  
And help me to become the person I know you want me to be.  
Amen. 
 
 
 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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19th February: Living graciously and generously 
Matthew 5.38-48 

 Jesus affirms the Jewish Law but teaches his disciples to apply it in 

their dealings with everyone. 

 True love is unconditional and self-giving, seeking nothing in return. 

 The standard to which human love should aspire is nothing less than 

the perfection of God. 

A personal prayer 
Lord, I’m not sure I have enemies, 
but there are definitely some people 
I am more comfortable with than others. 
I pray that this week I will reach out to someone new, 
to share your love with them in any way I can. 
Be with me, Lord. Amen. 
 
 
26th February: Fully human, fully divine 
Matthew 17.1-9 

 Like Moses before him, Jesus encounters God on a mountain top. 

 Jesus is revealed as standing with Moses and Elijah, who live now in 

the presence of God. 

 Jesus is declared to be the Son of God, whose words should be 

heeded. 

 

A personal prayer 
Lord, whatever today brings, whatever I am doing, 
help me to take a few moments out 
to remember you on that mountainside, 
shining, for all to see. 
May your love, power and presence shine through me, 
especially when I least expect it. Amen. 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 

6th February   Ms A Goodeson 
‘Our Egyptian Collection & 
Exhibition’ Behind the scenes of the 
Atkinson Museum. 
 
20th February   Roger Blaxall 
“Should I stay or should I go?” 
How Ormskirk helped people 
displaced after the blitz of WW2.  
 
Meetings start at 7.30pm at Four 
Lane Ends Mission. All visitors 
welcome (£3). Further information 
from Mrs P Nanson, tel. 01695 
574364.  
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Benefice News 

Communion in the Community 
The Holy Communion Services in Stockley Crescent, St Michael’s Hall 
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful opportunity for outreach. 
Please invite friends!!  For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1 Corinthians 11:26. 
 

 Stockley Crescent Tuesday 7th February 1pm 

 St Michael’s Church Hall 8th February (with soup lunch), 22nd 
February at 11am 

 Bickerstaffe School 24th February at 2.40pm 

 
Deanery Synod 
The Deanery Synod will meet in St Michael’s Church Hall on Wednesday 
15th February at 7.30pm. Parochial Church Council members as well as 
synod representatives are invited to attend. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
 
The next breakfast will be Saturday 11th March at 
Bickerstaffe School. If you are able to help with the 
cooking, please speak to Andrew. New members 
welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be 
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you. 
 

Curious? 
Curious? is a contemporary youth service for young people. It meets on 
fourth Sunday of each month at Cottage Lane Mission at 6.30pm. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for the young people from the Ormskirk area to 
meet in friendship and also to grow in their faith. 
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Charity Collections 
If you plan to sort through your children’s wardrobes, we would be 
grateful to receive good quality children’s clothes and other school 
items such as football boots, and goggles, which will be donated to 
Litherland Moss School.  
 
We continue to collect men’s clothes for Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever during the 
Christmas holiday when there are no free school meals available to 
needy families. Non-perishable food items are therefore very much 
appreciated. Please leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so 
much in advance. 
 
Fusion Youth Events for young people aged 11+ 
The group aims… 
1. To bring together teenagers (11-18 years old) from all churches in 

Ormskirk & surrounding areas for encouragement, fun & friendship; 
2. To give opportunities for young people to invite friends to join in; 
3. To encourage and give opportunities for Youth Leaders whose 

numbers are small; 
4. To periodically introduce meaningful Christian input. 
 
Friday 10th February  Night walk at St Michaels 
Friday 10th March Film Night at Christ Church (possible holiday) 
Sunday 16th April CURIOUS at CLM 
Saturday 13th May Manley Mere (Andrew Lea/OCF) 
 
 
Coffee Morning at Primrose Cottage, Hall Lane, Bickerstaffe 

The annual Coffee Morning at Norma and 
Merrick’s home will be on Tuesday 21st March 
from 10am. All are welcome, especially the 
Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe. 
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Candlemas 
4pm Sunday 5nd February at St Michael’s Church Hall 

 
The Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
has traditionally been marked by a Service of lighting 
candles called Candlemas.  During the service, candles 
are lit linking the person to their own lives with Christ, 
and presenting themselves with Christ to do God’s 
will.   
 

The service celebrates the light of Christ embracing the Gentiles as well 
as the people of Israel.  We celebrate that moment giving thanks to the 
people who have over the centuries, ensured that the light of Christ 
continues to shine in our communities. You are invited to come and join 
us. 

 
The sound & loop system in the hall will help people who are hard of 
hearing.  Should anyone like to go, but require transport please let me 
know. 

Bill Glennon 
 
Pancake Party 

 

There will be a Pancake Party at four Lane 
Ends Mission, Bickerstaffe on Shrove 
Tuesday from 6pm. Please come and join 
us! 
 

 
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 
There will be a service of Holy Communion with ashing on Wednesday 
1st March 7.30pm at St Michael’s. 
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The Blessing Jar Challenge during Lent 

During Lent some of us may give up a 
luxury like chocolate or wine, but why not 
count your blessings instead or as well? At 
the end of each day during Lent, find a 
moment to think of someone who has 
been a blessing to you that day. They may 

have said or done something that has raised your spirits. Write their 
name on a piece of paper with what they have said or done, and place 
the paper in a jar. Throughout Lent, read through your pieces of paper 
and pray that you will find an opportunity to be a blessing to them too. 
 
 

Lent course  
Returning Home: Christian Faith in Encounter with Other Faiths.  
The 2017 Lent resource explores how Christian faith has been deepened 
and enriched by encounters with people of different religions. This is not 
a resource that necessarily emphases common ground or that is about 
dialogue but how Christian faith has burned brightly following an 
encounter with the religious other. 
 
The theologian John Cobb described his deep encounter with Buddhism 
in terms of a journey to another land and culture: the newness, 
sometimes strangeness of the other, can be an enriching experience. 
However when we return to the familiar, home is viewed with different 
eyes and a deeper, perhaps more profound, appreciation. This is why 
we have called this resource “Returning Home”. 
 
Christians who have lived alongside, and worked with, people of other 
faiths, often express their surprise and appreciation that their own 
Christian faith has been enriched by these encounters. How is this the 
case? Sometimes a practice such as fasting by Muslims in Ramadan has 
led Christians to think again about the ancient Christian practice of 
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fasting, or the understanding of a concept such as suffering in an Indic 
faith has prompted Christians to interrogate Christian understanding of 
redemptive suffering. 
 
You will find familiar Lenten themes in this material but with, what we 
hope, is a different approach. You can expect to find the following 
themes:-Week 1: Temptation; Week 2: Remembrance of God’s name; 
Week 3: Fasting; Week 4: Suffering and Attachment; Week 5: The 
Crucified Jew; Week 6: The Encounter with ourselves.  
 
Please visit www.ctbi.org.uk for further information about the course 
content.  The Lent groups will begin the week beginning 6th March. Sign-
up sheets are available at the back of church. Please choose any session 
held across the benefice. All welcome. 
 

 Bickerstaffe Hall Tuesday 7.30pm. Group leader Mark Hudson 
March 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, and April 4th. 

 The Rectory, Aughton Wednesday 7.30pm. Group leader Andrew 
March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, and April 5th  

 St Michael’s Church Hall (back room) Friday 1.30pm. Group leader 
Alec McMinn. March 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st and April 7th 

If you can’t attend any of the groups listed, then speak to Andrew and 
we’ll try to organize another group at another time. 

Andrew 
 

Holy Trinity Dates & News 

Dates for your diary 

5th February Gift Day 
8th February Friends of HTB coffee morning from 10am 
9th February Shared Ministry Team (Chair: Jon;  Worship: Paul) 
4th March Auberge Evening 
15th March Book Club 8pm at The Derby Arms  

http://www.ctbi.org.uk/
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Visiting Parishioners 
If you know if anyone who would appreciate a home visit please contact 
the Vicar or Church Wardens, details in the church magazine or online 
www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/contact.  
 

Consecration of the Graveyard Extension 
On Monday 9th January, the Bishop of Liverpool, Paul Bayes, 
consecrated the churchyard extension. It was a wonderful community 
event and it was made more special by the children of Bickerstaffe 
School helping the Bishop during the service. 
 
Grateful thanks to all who contributed to the cost and work of the 
church yard extension: 
 
Sponsors: Ian Mercer, North West Turf; Alan Draper, R. Draper Ltd.; 
Nigel & Chris Ashcroft; T & W Rimmer; Danny Gardner; Individual 
donations.  
 
Fund providers: All Churches Trust, Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent 
Fund; Bickerstock Teas.  
 
Not forgetting Merrick Rimmer, who has worked tirelessly on the 
project, and Edward McCarthy who applied for grants. 

Andrew 
 

Graveyard Maintenance  
As you will see from the financial summary, we are 
running at deficit. Donations are therefore required 
for the graveyard maintenance, and we would like 
to suggest £20 a grave. Please pass your cash or 
cheques to either Stan Barnes, or one of the 
wardens. Thank you so much for your support. 

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/contact
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Gift Day  
The annual Gift day will be on Sunday 5th February. It is an opportunity 
to give a gift to Bickerstaffe Church in gratitude for the fellowship, 
worship, and ministry from which we benefit. Gift Aid envelopes are at 
the back of church. 
 

Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, 
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure 
they have a sheet and a bag.  
 

Compassion UK 
A couple of years ago, both Holy Trinity Church and Bickerstaffe School 
raised funds to support a child living in Bangladesh through the charity 
Compassion UK. His name is Dipok. More information can be found on 
the website www.compassionuk.org. If you would like to contribute to 
this important work, please contact either Mrs Hall at Bickerstaffe 
School or pass your donation to Stan. Thank you. 
 

Dominoes Evening 
The Four Lane Ends Mission Management Team 
invite you to a Domino drive on Friday 10th February 
at 7.30pm in the Mission. £5 and please Bring own 
drinks and nibbles. 

 

Auberge Evening 
Renee Forster host an Auberge Evening in aid of the 
Friends of Holy Trinity on Saturday 4th March at 
7pm.  It will be an evening of good food and wine! 
Places are limited to a max of 14 and is open to 
everyone, not just church members. For further 
details, please speak to Renee. 

http://www.compassionuk.org/
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Magazine Subscription Time 
Please pass your subscription money to your magazine rep as soon as 
possible. Thank you! We hope you continue to enjoy reading our news! 
A quick reminder that from 1st January 2017 the cost of the magazine will 
be 50p per month or £6 per year. The total cost for mailing the magazine is £16 
per year, which includes second class postage and envelopes 
 
 

Used Postage Stamps 
Thank you to everyone who collects used postage stamps for me 
throughout the year. These are put to good use by charity organisations 
and can be left in the box at the back of Church. Please remember to 
save your Christmas card stamps. Thank you very much.         Fred Tyrer 

Book Club 
Next book is “The Redemption of Alexander Seaton” by S.G. MacLean. 
The meeting is on Wednesday 15th March at the Derby Arms Pub from 
8pm and everyone is welcome! 
 

Transport yourself back in time to 17th-century Scotland, and into the 
heart of a thrilling murder mystery.  
On a stormy night in 1626 in the northern town of Banff, the local 
apothecary's assistant collapses in the street. The next morning he is 
found dead in the house of Alexander Seaton, a fallen minister, and 
reluctant, embittered teacher.  
Murder is suspected and when one of Alexander's few friends in the town 
is arrested, Alexander sets out to prove his innocence. Forced to confront 
his own demons, Alexander also has to content with bigoted, inflamed 
prejudices that lead to a witch hunt, and accusations of treacherous 
Catholic plotting. 
 

The book is chosen this time by Edward McCarthy and next time the 
choice will be by Hilary. 

Steve Hall 
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Thank you 
A big ‘thank you’ to Gilltrees for providing the tea, coffee, mulled wine, 
and mince pies that I served to their customers for a donation to Queens 
Court Hospice.  
 
The Gilltree Christmas trees were lovely, especially those that were 
grown by Gilltrees in their own forest in Scotland. Together, we 
managed to raise over £300. 

Gladys Gardiner 
 
 

Four Lane Ends Management Committee 
Meal Out 

 
7th March - Meal at Hayfields Pub, Ormskirk. List in 
church with menu. £5 deposit required. Please 
contact Hilary Rosbotham for further details. 
 

 
Easter Bingo 

 
 
Advanced notice: 7th April - Easter Bingo. Full details 
to follow! 

 
Hilary Rosbotham  
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Finance News 

For the 12 months ended 31 December 2016 
     

 £   £ 

Collections 18638.75  DBF Quota 27228.96 

Donations & Gift day 5761.00  Fees assigned 1409.00 

Fees 4878.00  Vicars expenses 998.82 

Fund raising events 4516.41  Water & electric 1336.69 

In lieu of flowers 1927.00 
 

Organ Maintenance & 
Guest Organist 

349.00 

Dividends & Interest 389.22  Insurance & Council tax 6210.09 

Gift aid tax refund 5585.91  Maintenance 3799.28 

Magazine Income 1076.00  Magazine costs 1215.16 

   Printing 273.96 

   Sundries 790.51 

     
Restricted income   Restricted Expenses  
Charity appeal 85.00  Charity appeal 85.00 

C’yard maintenance 1180.00 
 

Maintenance current 
c’yard 

1060.00 

Friends of B’staffe  1655.23    
Churchyard extension 2941.46  Churchyard extension 8960.00 

Grants 7818.40  Grants 7820.39 
  

 
  

Total Income 56452.38  Total expenditure 61536.86 

Deficit year to date  5084.48    
 

     
Deficit for the year is £5084 which is driven by the provision of the 
Churchyard extension.  
For the Financial year 2017 an average weekly income of £900 is required 
to offset the running costs of the Church. 

Stan Barnes, Treasurer 



  Page 19 

 

 

 



Page 20 

 
A Tribute 

 

As most of you will know, our dear Olivia lost her 

fight.  She became very ill towards the end and even 

though the liver transplant was very successful, they 

found that her left lung was completely encased in 

tumour.  She sadly passed away on Tuesday 13th 

December with all her family around her.  She looked so 

peaceful. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of myself, 

and all the family, to say once again a very big thank 

you, to each and every one of you who have constantly 

prayed for Olivia and the family.  It certainly gave us 

strength and comfort through a difficult and sometimes 

very tough and emotional fourteen months.  I would 

also like to thank everyone for their messages and cards 

of sympathy at this very sad time.  It is wonderful to 

belong to such a caring and compassionate community. 

 

God Bless You All, and my personal heartfelt thanks for 

all your kindness and prayers. 

 

May Olivia rest in peace, now free from pain and 

suffering. 

 

Barbara Morris 
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Community News 
 
Bickerstaffe Community Connections. 

Divine Days’ Bickerstaffe Connections is a friendly 
social group designed especially for you. We look 
forward to welcoming you to join us at regular social 
afternoons at the Mission, with other local older 
people who come to enjoy a few happy hours out 

and about in a relaxed atmosphere sharing light refreshments and 
friendly company with others. Come for a cuppa and a good old chat, or 
perhaps enjoy reviving past hobbies and interests with us.  

First session at Four Lane Ends Mission at 1.30pm-3.30pm. Cost £2 per 
session. Starts Monday 6th February, then 6th March, 3rd April, and 8th 
May. Please call 07971 299606 or email edward@divinedays.co.uk if 
you have any questions.  
 
 
 

‘The Scarth Hill Story’  By Owen Taylor  
 
According to Etymologist Prof. Eckwall, the name of Scarth Hill is derived 
from the old Norse word, ‘skard’, meaning ‘Mountain Pass’. The 
hamlet’s first mention is in the Fountain Charter of Burscough Priory, 
scribed by the Black Cannons of the Augustine Order, c.1190, in which 
was stated, 

‘the boundary shall follow the land of Stephen the Bald unto 
Egacres, between the high road of Wirplemoss and the stream 
of Egacres, unto the boundary between Ormeschurche and 
Brackenes-thwert and so onto Scarth, unto Westheafd and to 
the brook of Scakeresdale’. 

http://katie@divinedays.co.uk/
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After this early Chronicle, a long gap ensued, until the 18th Century, 
when the name starts to occur frequently in the Bickerstaffe Highway 
Accounts. 
 
As Scarth Hill was situated on an outcrop of rock, it became an obvious 
choice for the extraction of stone, needed in the foundations and 
improvement of country roads. A typical entry from the 1717 accounts, 
reads. ‘Edward Lyon was paid 2s 6d (12½ p) for a load of stones. The 
amount of stone removed has left a massive gorge, measuring 
approximately six yards deep and covering an area of 620 square yards. 
Holes drilled into the rock formation indicate explosive charges were 
used at some time during the excavations. 
 
Scarth Hill Windmill was a prominent landmark for over 200 years and, 
although it was demolished in the late 19th Century to make way for a 
new water-tower, no pictorial evidence has been preserved. The stone 
cottage near the footpath was originally known as the Windmill Tavern 
and rumoured to have had a tunnel from its cellars to the other side of 
the road. 

 
An imaginative view of 18th Century Scarth Hill Tavern and Windmill 
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Scarth Hill Water Tower, built on the site 

of the old Windmill 
and demolished in 1974 

 
The Mission Room was opened in July 
1896. It appears meetings were first held 
in a nearby cottage, but as congregations 
became larger it was deemed necessary to 
erect more suitable premises. The Mission 
was built to accommodate 140 persons 
and was funded by Mr T Hutton of 
Ormskirk. The opening ceremony was 
conducted by Dr. J C Ryle, Bishop of 
Liverpool. 
 
 

Further improvements were made in 1904, when extra seating was 
installed for another 40 communicants. An ancient bell that rang for 
many a year, was a gift from Rainford’s Clergy in 1903, after their old 
Chapel was demolished. It dated back to the mid-16th Century, but 
unfortunately, was stolen in 1982, seven years after the Mission closed. 

 

 
Scarth Hill Mission, photographed in 1964, closed in 1975. 

Note the Bell Tower 
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Interior of Mission in 1932 

 
Also, some local Elders tell of a small School that existed near the 
entrance of Scarth Hill Lane. 
 
Acknowledgements: 
History of Rainford, Martin Rigby, Ormskirk Advertiser, Handbook of 
Ormskirk, George Lea, Raymond Ashcroft, Angela Chaderton 
  

Owen Taylor 
 
 
 
 

News from Bickerstaffe Church of England School 
 

‘Happy New Year to you all; 
we hope that the beginning of 2017 has 

started well for you!’ 
 
 

Our children returned to school with smiley faces and news about the 
presents that they had received, and the events that had made 
Christmas a special time for them.    



Page 26 

 
We are delighted to also share the news with you that Mrs Hunter, our 
Reception Class teacher, and her husband, had a beautiful baby girl, 
Emma Rose, on 31st December.   
 
Looking back: A visit to see Cinderella; Christmas Parties; and, our Carol 
Service, in the last week of the term, ensured that we ended the year 
on a high!   
 
Looking to the future: We have once again talked about ‘Life being a 
Journey’, and that we should seize every opportunity that comes our 
way, with both hands!! At Bickerstaffe School we are proud to say that 
children are given many opportunities, and that they all have a chance 
to shine, no matter what their talent is.   
 
The forthcoming ‘Peace Proms’ is one of those opportunities, and all 
children taking part will take this memory with them into adulthood.  
Imagine performing in front of a packed audience at ‘Liverpool Echo 
Arena’, what an experience that will be!  It will not however stop there; 
what the children learn through that experience will give them the 
confidence to keep aiming high in all walks of life.   
 
We are therefore urging our parents to encourage their children to sign-
up for anything and everything that comes their way in 2017 and 
beyond. 
 
It should be a fabulous year and we look forward to telling you all about 
our achievements.   

Jeanne Hall 

 
Bickerstaffe Church of England Primary School 
01695 722957 www.bickerstaffe.lancsngfl.ac.uk 

 
 

http://www.bickerstaffe.lancsngfl.ac.uk/
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The Women’s Institute 

The next meeting is on Monday 27th February at 
7.30pm at the Mission. Aided by a computer 
presentation, Mrs Louise Wade will talk about 
Churchyards and Gravestones and their hidden 

meanings. Visitors and new members will find a warm welcome. For 
more information please contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161. 

 
Rotas 
Church Cleaning Rota 

Could you spare a little time to help this important ministry? Please 

contact Irene McCarthy for further information. Thank you!  

 

3rd Feb Team 4  Barbara Fairclough, B Winstanley 

10th Feb Team 5  F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

17th Feb Team 6  M Clarke, V Heyes, B Morris 

24th Feb Team 1 E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

3rd Mar Team 2  I McCarthy, M Johnson 

10th Mar Team 3  A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

 

Flower Rota 

The 2017 flower rota is pinned in the church porch. Many thanks to all 
who provide flowers each week throughout the year and for special 
occasions.                   Sheila Beeby 
 
5th February Mrs Sheila Beeby 
12th February  Vacant 
19th February  Mrs Rene Forster 
26th February Mrs Freda Brownbill 
5th & 12 March Vacant 
19th March  Miss Hilda Rawsthorne 
26th March  Mothering Sunday (Helpers / donations welcome). 
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

 Friendly staff 

 Many guest ales 

 Home cooked, traditional food 

 Real fires 

 Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford 

01744 886544 
 

Prescott 

0151 426 6069 
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Gardening Time  
It has been suggested we have a gardening slot in this magazine, so I 
thought we might look at “Plants from the Bible” that we can grow in 
our own gardens.  It’s a novel way of bringing the Bible to life, the Old 
Testament pictures God the life-giver, and the New Testament shows 
new life in Christ.  We rely on translation to identify many of the plants.  
When the Authorised Version (the King James Bible) was translated, 
scholars often used the English name of a suitable plant that fitted the 
context. 
 

We start with the Fig Tree. This tree is 
everywhere in Palestine.  It is the first tree 
mentioned in the Bible (Gen3:7 “so they sewed 
fig leaves together and covered themselves”).  
The Promised Land was described as a land of 
vines and fig trees.  The fig lives to a great age 

– the leaves provide shade.  It puts forth its fruiting stems before its 
leaves expand and these green figs remain through the winter, the first 
small ripe figs appearing in the early summer (“the fig tree ripens her 
green figs and the vines are in blossom” Song of Solomon 2:13). 
 
Growing a fig tree in Aughton: The best variety to go for is Brown Turkey, 
whose fruits will ripen in late August, and have a sweet flavour.  They 
are vigorous growers, so best grown in a pot in soil-based compost, with 
plenty of drainage and placed in a sheltered, sunny position.  Roots need 
to be restricted to produce a good crop.  With the roots confined, they 
will need plenty of water, especially during the summer months when 
the fruit is swelling.  The figs are ready to pick when the fruit droops on 

its stalk and is reddish brown.  Feed weekly with tomato fertiliser 
as soon as the fruits start swelling and watch out for the 
blackbirds – they like to try every one!!!!  Eat straight from the 
tree or with plain yoghurt and honey for breakfast. 

Pauline Moran 
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Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  
March magazine is  

Wednesday 15th February 
 

As always, please pass articles 
to myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and 

copyright allows. Thank you for 
all your support. 

 
 

A Blessing 
 

God’s love surround you, 

God’s Spirit guide you, 

God’s whisper cheer you, 

God’s peace calm you, 

God’s shield protect you, 

God’s wisdom arm you, 

Wherever God  

may lead you. 

 
 
 

© John Birch  
www.faithandworship.com 

Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir 

and the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to 

ensure we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  

Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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