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Bible verse and prayer for 2017 
And when you turn to the right or when you turn to 
the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”            Isaiah 30:21 

A prayer for God's guidance 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we ask you to 
direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and 
bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your 
commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be 
preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

50p 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  

Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 
made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Irene McCarthy.  01695 421800, Mob: 07818 205 597.  
E-mail: irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk. 
Mrs Barbara Morris 
 

TREASURER 
Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
 

SUNDAY CLUB   Mrs Ann Ashburner & Mr Jon Ashburner. Telephone 01695 721795.  

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 

Last Autumn, a very kind parishioner 
left a bag of 100 daffodil bulbs on our 
doorstep. We planted them in the front 
garden of the Rectory and so we hope 
that in a few weeks, passers by will be 

able to admire the explosion of yellow. Daffodils are probably my 
favourite flower. To me, they represent the end of winter, new life, and 
Easter. In recent years, people have planted daffodils in support of the 
Marie Curie charity, which seems so appropriate. 
 

Spring is the season when nature wakes up and we can admire the 
beauty of God’s creation. For instance, I find that whenever I get stuck 
behind a slow tractor when driving, I am given an opportunity to slow 
down and thank God for what surrounds us. We live such busy lives, we 
don’t always appreciate what we have. The season of Lent is an 
opportunity to slow down and reflect upon the beauty of our Christian 
faith and to make more space for God in our lives.  
 
Within this magazine there are suggestions and opportunities to help us 
make Lent a special time. Why not say the following simple prayer 
whenever you see daffodils and allow God to break into our lives: 
 

Lord, when everything is dark 

and it seems that the sun will never shine again, 
your love will break through.  
Amen 

 
My hope is that we will celebrate Easter knowing Christ’s risen life, and 
that we will each allow him to be central to our lives. 

Andrew  



Page 4 

 

Services in March 

 

St Michael 
Aughton 

Holy Trinity 
Bickerstaffe 

5th March 
Lent 1 
Purple 
Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7; 
Romans 5.12-19;  
Matthew 4.1-11 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins 
10.30am 
Hall Service 
 
4pm Martin 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

12th March 
Lent 2 
Purple 
Genesis 12.1-4a;  
Romans 4.1-5,13-17;  
John 3.1-17 
 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Baptism 
 

10.45am Martin 
Family Service 
 

19th March 
Lent 3 
Purple 
Exodus 17.1-7;  
Romans 5.1-11;  
John 4.5-42 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am 
Mark/Andrew 
Morning Praise 
during which Wendy 
and Michael Emmot 
will have their 
wedding blessed to 
celebrate their Ruby 
Wedding 
Anniversary.  
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26th March 
Mothering Sunday 
Purple 
1 Samuel 1.20-28; 
Colossians 3.12-17; 
John 19.25b-27  
 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Mothering Sunday 

10.45am Martin 
Mothering Sunday 

 

Worship & Learning 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-17. 
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 

 
Did you know that many more resources from ROOTS for Churches Ltd 
are on our website each week, including Bible Notes, reflections, and 
prayers for both children and older people. Please visit 
www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on the Bible icon. 
 
5th March:  Who do you think I am? 
Matthew 4.1-11 
• Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where he is tempted by 

Satan. 
• The temptations focus on Scripture, worship and putting God to the 

test. 
• In rejecting them, Jesus affirms the voice of God in Scripture and the 

call of God in his life 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord, whatever I face this week,  
give me guidance and strength.  
Help me to listen to your call. 
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
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12th March:  How can this be? 
John 3.1-17 
• Jesus says that to see the kingdom of God you must be ‘born from 

above’. 
• Nicodemus, a Pharisee, doesn’t understand; although Jesus says that, 

beinga teacher, he should! 
• Jesus also says that those who believe in God’s only Son will have 

eternal life. 
 
 
Personal prayer 
Jesus, teach me what it means to follow you 
and to be born of the Spirit. 
May I witness to your calling in my life, 
today and always.  Amen. 
 
 
19th March:  Thirsty work 
John 4.5-42 
• Jesus talks with a Samaritan woman about ‘living water’. 
• He reveals himself to be the long-awaited Messiah, the Saviour of the 

world. 
• Many Samaritans come to believe in Jesus because of the woman’s 

testimony. 
 
 
Personal prayer 
Call me deeper, God, draw me closer. 
Refresh and restore my soul this week, 
and may I in turn refresh others. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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26th March:  Seeing the light 
John 9.1-41 
• Jesus restores the sight of a blind man, who sees Jesus for who he 

is. 
• The sighted do not believe the man’s story, and fail to recognise 

who Jesus is. 
• Jesus tells them that they are spiritually blind because they do not 

believe in him. 
 
 
Personal prayer 
Jesus, help me learn to love your light, 
and to embody it in my own life, 
that I might shine for you in our dark world.  
Amen. 
 

 

Benefice News 

Communion in the Community 
The Holy Communion Services in Stockley Crescent, 
St Michael’s Hall and Bickerstaffe School are a 
wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite 
friends!!  For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.” 1 Corinthians 11:26. 

 

 Stockley Crescent Tuesday 7th March 1pm 

 St Michael’s Church Hall 8th March (with soup lunch), 22nd and 29th 

March at 11am 

 Bickerstaffe School 31st March at 2.40pm 
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Men’s Breakfast  

 
The next breakfast will be Saturday 11th March at 
Bickerstaffe School. If you are able to help with the 
cooking, please speak to Andrew. New members 
welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be 
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you. 
 

Charity Collections 
If you plan to sort through your children’s wardrobes, we would be 
grateful to receive good quality children’s clothes and other school 
items such as football boots, and goggles, which will be donated to 
Litherland Moss School.  
 
We continue to collect men’s clothes for Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Non-perishable 
food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please leave any items 
at the back of church. Thank you so much in advance. 
 
 
Fusion Youth Events for young people aged 11+ 
The group aims… 
1. To bring together teenagers (11-18 years old) from all churches in 

Ormskirk & surrounding areas for encouragement, fun & friendship; 
2. To give opportunities for young people to invite friends to join in; 
3. To encourage and give opportunities for Youth Leaders whose 

numbers are small; 
4. To periodically introduce meaningful Christian input. 
Friday 10th March Film Night at Christ Church (possible holiday) 
Sunday 16th April CURIOUS at CLM 
Saturday 13th May Manley Mere (Andrew Lea/OCF) 
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Curious? 
Curious? is a contemporary youth service for young people. It meets on 
fourth Sunday of each month at Cottage Lane Mission at 6.30pm. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for the young people from the Ormskirk area to 
meet in friendship and also to grow in their faith. 
 
Welcome  
Gwen Carter from St Matthew's and St Mary's, Bootle, will be joining us 
for a couple of months on placement. I have no doubt that both Aughton 
and Bickerstaffe will give Gwen the usual warm welcome that has been 
given to others who have joined us. 
 

Coffee Morning at Primrose Cottage, Hall Lane, Bickerstaffe 
The annual Coffee Morning at Norma and 
Merrick’s home will be on Tuesday 21st March 
from 10am. All are welcome, especially the 
Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe. 

 

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 
There will be a service of Holy Communion with ashing on Wednesday 
1st March 7.30pm at St Michael’s. 
 

Lent 
The Blessing Jar Challenge during Lent 
During Lent some of us may give up a luxury like chocolate or wine, but 
why not count your blessings instead or as well? At the end of each day 
during Lent, find a moment to think of someone who has been a blessing 
to you that day. They may have said or done something that has raised 
your spirits. Write their name on a piece of paper with what they have 
said or done, and place the paper in a jar. Throughout Lent, read through 
your pieces of paper and pray that you will find an opportunity to be a 
blessing to them too. 
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Lent course  
Returning Home: Christian Faith in Encounter with Other Faiths.  
 
This year, resources are only available as a download – there are no 
printed versions. You can download from the following web address 
https://ctbi.org.uk/lent-course-2017#download. If you are unable to 
download the resources, then speak to your group leader and we will 
happily organize a printed copy for you. Please sign up at the back of 
church if you would like to join any of the groups listed below: 
 
Bickerstaffe Hall   Tuesday 7.30pm. Group leader Mark Hudson. 
March 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, April 4th;  
 
The Rectory, Aughton   Wednesday 7.30pm. Group leader Andrew. 
March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, April 5th; 
 
St Michael’s Church Hall (back room) Friday 1.30pm. Group leader Alec 
McMinn. March 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st, April 7th  
 
If you cannot attend any of the groups listed, then please speak to 
Andrew and we will try to organize another group at another time. 
 
 
Lent reflections followed by breakfast 
As in previous years, there will be Lent reflections suitable for all ages at 
Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe at 8am on the Wednesdays during Lent (March 
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th). Following the reflections, we are all invited to 
Bickerstaffe School for breakfast. All welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ctbi.org.uk/lent-course-2017#download
https://ctbi.org.uk/lent-course-2017#download
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Holy Week and Easter 
 
Monday 10th – Wednesday 12th April 

During Holy Week, there will be 
reflections followed by Communion in 
St Michael’s Church Hall at 11am on the 
following days; April 10th, 11th, 12th. 

 
Maundy Thursday  
There will be a service at each church from 7pm. 
 
Good Friday 
Good Friday liturgy at St Michael’s from 10am 
Hot Cross Bun Service at Holy Trinity from 10am 
Prayers around the cross at Holy Trinity from 2pm 
 
Good Friday Walk of Witness 
The Churches Together in Ormskirk lead an annual Good Friday Service 
at the Clock Tower at 12noon followed by Hot Cross Buns in New Church 
House, next to the Parish Church. St Michael’s and Christchurch are 
meeting in the Ministry Centre car park at 11.30am so that we can walk 
to the service together. We are hoping to join with St Anne’s en-route, 
as they carry the cross. 
 
Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service at St Michael’s from 6am followed by Hot Cross Buns. 
Early Celebration at Mossock Hall from 7am followed by hot drinks in 
the clubhouse. 
There will be an Easter Bonnet Parade (for all ages) during the 10.30am 
celebration at Aughton and at the 10.45am celebration at Bickerstaffe. 
Following the services there will an egg hunt for the children. 
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 

6 March: Lancashire Women in 
WW1. A talk to be given by Ms 
Marianne Howell.  We discover their 
impact on Lancashire towns.  

20 March: AGM, plus, a lecture by 
Mr D Murphy. Historical Milestones 
in the development of the 
Merseyside Fire Brigade.  
 
Meetings start at 7.30pm at Four 
Lane Ends Mission. All visitors 
welcome (£3). Further Info. from 
Mrs P Nanson, tel. 01695 574364.  
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Holy Trinity Dates & News 

Dates for your diary 

4th March Auberge Evening 
11th March Men’s Breakfast 
15th March Book Club 8pm at The Derby Arms  
22nd March Friends of Holy Trinity meeting 
26th March Mothering Sunday 
30th March Easter Experience 
20th April Shared Ministry Team (Chair: Wendy; Prayer Anne) 
25th April Annual General Meeting 
 
 
Prayer at the Communion Rail 

If you would like to receive prayer during 
communion, then please mention to the 
Vicar when he gives you the bread at 
Communion. He will then put his hand on 
your shoulder and say a short prayer. 
There are times when we know someone 
who is ill or in need of our prayers, and 
similarly there are times when we feel 

the need for prayer ourselves. Receiving Holy Communion is a reminder 
of the healing Christ brings to each of us, in restoring our relationship 
with the Father. Please take the opportunity at Communion for prayer 
when it would be helpful. 
 
 
Pew Bibles 
If you would like to buy a new pew bible in memory of someone, then 
please put your name and the name of the person to be remembered 
on the list at the back of church. The hope is that we buy new pew bibles 
in memory of our loved ones and a name plate will be placed in the front 
of each new bible. The bibles will cost approx. £11.99. 
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Mothering Sunday on 26th March. 
During the service, all ladies will be given a bunch of daffodils. Please 
invite family and friends to this service of celebration. It is an 
opportunity to thank God for all mums and reflect upon the maternal 
nature of the church. 
 
 
Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be on 25th April at 7.30pm.  
Irene McCarthy will have served six years as church warden and so we 
will be seeking to appoint a new church warden. It has been a pleasure 
to have worked with Irene, she has been hard working and loyal in her 
duties. The AGM will be an opportunity to thank her for her service. 
 
 
Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, 
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure 
they have a sheet and a bag.  
 
 
Auberge Evening 

Renee Forster host an Auberge Evening in aid of the 
Friends of Holy Trinity on Saturday 4th March at 
7pm.  It will be an evening of good food and wine! 
Places are limited to a max of 14 and is open to 
everyone, not just church members. For further 
details, please speak to Renee. 

 
 
 
 
 



  Page 15 

 
Used Postage Stamps 
Thank you to everyone who collects used postage stamps for me 
throughout the year. These are put to good use by charity organisations 
and can be left in the box at the back of Church. Please remember to 
save your Christmas card stamps. Thank you very much.         Fred Tyrer 

Book Club 
Next book is “The Redemption of Alexander Seaton” by S.G. MacLean. 
The meeting is on Wednesday 15th March at the Derby Arms Pub from 
8pm and everyone is welcome!         Steve Hall 

 
 
Four Lane Ends Management Committee 
Meal Out 

7th March - Meal at Hayfields Pub, Ormskirk. List in 
church with menu. £5 deposit required. Please 
contact Hilary Rosbotham for further details. 

 
Easter Bingo 

Easter Bingo at on 7th April at Four Lane Ends 
Mission from 7.30pm. Tea and coffee included in 
price. Please bring your own drinks, glasses, and 
nibbles. We will also have a Raffle. 

Hilary Rosbotham  

 
A special thought for adoptive mothers on Mothering Sunday 
A class of 6-year olds were talking with their teacher about a photograph 
of a family. One child in the photo stood out – he was a redhead and the 
others all had really black hair. One little girl said, 'I think he must be 
adopted. I know all about adoption', she went on, 'It's when the baby 
grows in your heart instead of your tummy.' What a lovely thought. 

Supplied by Sheila Beeby 
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Finance News 

Annual Gift Day 5 February 2017 
Thank you to everyone for your generous contributions to Bickerstaffe 
Church on Gift day. A total of £5,000 was raised (before reclaim of Gift 
Aid Tax). 
 
Donation 
A special thank you to the family and friends of the late Lydia Jane 
Mercer for their donation of £464 to Bickerstaffe Church. 
 
Legacies 
Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe is the place where families have 
celebrated the excitement of weddings, the joy of Baptism of babies and 
the sadness of saying farewell to loved ones. After 175 years, a certain 
amount of TLC is necessary to maintain the fabric of the Church, both 
externally and internally.  
 
During the last twelve months, HTB has invested in the repair and 
redecoration of the wall between the North Aisle and the Vestry plus 
maintenance of the roof and belfry. The major investment during the 
year was completing the extension to the graveyard which was 
consecrated in January 2017. Ongoing, we are investing in secondary 
heating and renewing the two sets of internal doors at the entrance to 
the Church. 
 
We all know that churches are under threat of closure when the cost of 
keeping them open becomes too great. 
 
One way you can you enable HTB to serve future generations is by 
keeping the local church alive, and help transform its future is by leaving 
a bequest in your will to Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe. 
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Why a Legacy? Holy Trinity, like other churches, is a recipient of regular 
giving, donations and fund raising events. These regular receipts are 
absorbed in meeting the running costs of the Church. 
 
A gift from your estate will be different. HTB will not use legacy gifts for 
everyday expenditure. You have the option to benefit HTB generally, in 
which case the Parochial Church Council will spend your gift on a special 
project to make a difference, or if you prefer, you can leave specific 
instructions on what your gift is to be spent on and the PCC will ensure 
your wishes are carried out. 
 
Each gift, no matter how large or small, can make a significant impact 
on our mission and ministry and help preserve the building for future 
generations. Please bear in mind that wills can be complex documents 
and if you have any queries you should discuss them with your solicitor. 

Stan Barnes, Treasurer 

 

Prayer Time 

Come, all who are thirsty 
says Jesus, our Lord, 
come, all who are weak, 
taste the living water 
that I shall give. 
Dip your hands in the stream, 
refresh body and soul, 
drink from it, 
depend on it, 
for this water 
will never run dry. 
Come, all who are thirsty 
says Jesus, our Lord. 

© John Birch 2017 www.faithandworship.com 
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Donations to Bickerstaffe Church 
 
We are preparing the book of donations, and would like you to check 
the following list. If there are any omissions or errors, please let Hilary 
Rosbotham (01695 723873) know as sooon as possible. Thank you.  
 
2005 Mar 21 Joseph Speed  2010 Feb 24 Joseph Phillipson 

 Apr 8 Freda Banks  Oct William Peter Lyon 

  Thomas Jeffries 2011 Jul 4 Mildred Doreen 
Bradshaw 

 May 3 Margaret 
Greenough 

2014 Mar 12 Alan Critchley 

 Jul 18 James Ashcroft 2015 Jan 30 James Gardiner 

2006  Wyn Bickerstaff  Apr 18 Brenda Margaret 
Phillipson 

 Jul 24 James Houghton  Sep 1 John Stockley Woods 

  Molly Parkinson  Sep 1 Hazel Dean 

 Dec 12 Agnes Samples  Oct 4 Norman Penleton 

2007 Mar 2 Mary Alice 
Houghton 

 Oct 16 Mary Ellen Doherty 

 Mar 29 Ronald Taylor 2016 Jan 22 Rhoda Ellen Critchley  

 Nov 19 Joan Giller  Feb 18 Stanley Sephton 

 Dec 19 William Rimmer  Jun 14 Irene Sephton 

2008 May 16 James Henry Rose  Oct 16 Allen Roberts 

 May 19 Margaret Alice 
Bennett 

2017 Jan 10 Lydia Jane Mercer 

 Nov 6 Freda Moss    

2009 Jan 21 Mary Ellen Grace    

 Mar 22 Prudence Edith 
Hunt 
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Parish Registers 

Please continue to pray for the families of all those mentioned below. 

Thank you. 

Baptism 
On 8th January, Poppy Jane Fazakerley. daughter of 
Philip and Nicola of Scarisbrick Road, Rainford was 
baptized. 
 

 
Funerals 

On 10th January, Lydia Jane Mercer of Wood Farm, 
Dale Lane, Simonswood aged 95, was buried in the 
Churchyard. 
 
The funeral of Damien Francis Edward Olverson aged 
43 of Moss House Farm, Bickerstaffe, was held on 
25th January at church, followed by cremation at 
West Lancashire Crematorium. 
 
The funeral of Dorothy Martha Grayson aged72 and 
of Tower Court Muncaster Drive, Rainford was held 
at Holy Trinity on 1st February, followed by burial at 
All Saints Church, Rainford. 

 

A note of thanks from the family of Dorothy Grayson 

Bill, Catherine, Judith and family would like to thank everybody for their 
cards, letters and support at this sad time. Thank you also for all the 
donations received for the Parkinson's Society. 
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News from Bickerstaffe Church of England School 
 
The Liverpool Peace Proms was a truly amazing experience for all those 
taking part, and watching!  Our School Choir was part of a choir of 2,000 
school children from Liverpool and surrounding areas, singing at the 
Liverpool Echo Arena, to a packed audience in January.  As Freya said, 
‘A once in a life time experience!’  We hope you are following 
Bickerstaffe School on Twitter @BickerstaffeCE where you would have 
seen the wonderful coverage of the event by ‘Educate Magazine’ and 
the many postings by parents and teachers.  Here are a few comments 
from our own parents: 
 
“Very proud nan, it's great that all the kids got to sing in the Echo. I 
believe it was a brilliant performance by all involved” 
 
“Wasn't it fab, very proud mum here this evening” 
 
“Bickerstaffe kids what they are best at ..... everything ” 
 
“One of the most amazing days of my life. I would not have missed this 
day for the world.” 
 
“So proud of them all xxx even Mrs Hall rocking it there, ……………… xxx” 
(I couldn’t resist including this!)  
 
It will be a memory for us all to cherish without doubt!  We, Miss O’Kane, 
Mrs James and I, were very proud to take our children and perform 
alongside them.  Having attended all those practices in school we know 
just what a superb effort it was to learn all those songs and actions, and 
then to perform them on the day.  We also know that it is through the 
dedication of Miss O’Kane that we have such a fabulous School Choir.   
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Healthy Schools - A ‘Special Presentation Assembly’ by Class 3 looked at 
the importance of eating healthy balanced meals.  The shocking results 
of the children’s investigations into the amount of sugar hidden in some 
popular processed foods, were ‘food for thought’ indeed!   
 
‘Be the change: Unite for a Better Internet’ - Our e-Cadets (Champions 
of Online Safety) have also put together a presentation for the whole 
school, to raise their awareness of what ‘Online Safety’ is, and why it is 
so important. 
 
Fundraising for Dipok – At the end of the half-term we had a cake sale 
and raised £60 to support Dipok, the Compassion UK child from 
Bangladesh that both Bickerstaffe School and Holy Trinity Church are 
supporting.  If anyone else would like to make a donation we would love 
to hear from you. 
 
We would also love to hear from you if you would be willing to come 
into school during our Book Week, 6th March -10th March.  The themes 
are: Infants -Traditional Stories; Juniors – Classical books.  Perhaps you 
could read a chapter or passage from a favourite book, or tell the 
children about your experiences of books when you were in school.  
Fingers crossed that you will get in touch – Telephone 01695 722957 or 
drop in and see us. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

From Jeanne Hall and Bickerstaffe School 
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

 Friendly staff 

 Many guest ales 

 Home cooked, traditional food 

 Real fires 

 Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford 

01744 886544 
 

Prescott 

0151 426 6069 
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Early Churchwarden Accounts  By Owen Taylor  

 
Churchgoers in 18th Century Bickerstaffe faced a four mile walk to 
Ormskirk for the privilege of sharing in Public Worship. Even so, about 
100 parishioners attended each week. The Church had a difficult task in 
providing for the needs of its outlying neighbours without a place of 
worship. 
 
To alleviate the problem, each Parish conducted their own affairs. Some 
of the early Church records give an insight into what life was like in the 
17th and 18th Century. For example, in the ‘Church Briefs’ of June 29th 
1676, William Goore, Churchwarden for Bickerstaffe, ‘put in ye hands of 
Richard Abram, High Constable, the sum of 16/11d. (85p), for the releif 
of Inhabitants of Northampton, lately ruined by fire.’ 
 
By 1707, Ralf Fletcher and Thomas Billinge had been appointed Church 
Wardens, when Accounts appear in a more professional manner. They 
were sworn in on May 3rd and the first job was to pay Mr Worthington, 
who preached, 6d. 
 
Some entries are quite intriguing and it is hard to fathom out for what 
they were used. For example, ‘Paid for oil wire candles and hogs-grease 
– 2 d.’ Then, on Jan 9th 1701, ‘Paid for 4 loads of charcoal, 8/6d’ which 
was probably burnt as a smokeless fuel for heating purposes. 
Tradesman Wm. Davis was mentioned often, usually being ‘paid for 
slating lime and hair – 6 d.’ 
 
Another odd entry in April 1701, reads, ‘Spent for 3 warrants for the 
Quakers – 6s.’ It appears the Churchwarden had official authorisation to 
justify this action: these were arduous times for the Society of Friends. 
 
 
 



  Page 25 

 

 
Copy of Ralph Fletcher’s Churchwarden Accounts, c.1700 

 
The Church bells were frequently referred to, such as, ‘Paid for taking 
3rd Bell for Iron-goor? – 6d.’ Then on April 23rd, 9d was paid for ‘ringing 
the bells for Queen Anne’s Coronation Day’. And, on the 5th November, 
‘Paid 9d ringing on Powder Plot Day.’ The Account ends ‘Leys that I could 
not get,’ is 3 d. The Churchwardens Accounts dating from 1700 to 1828 
were deposited at the Lancashire Records Office on 3rd July, 1941, by 
W. Berry Esq., Clerk to the Parish Council, after a directive issued by 
H.M. Government. 
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Wood End Farm was built by William Goore in 1720 and Billinges Farm, 
by John Billinge, brother of Thomas in 1713. 
 

 
Wood End Farm, New Way, built by William Goore in 1720, extended in 
19th Century. Besides being a Churchwarden, he also served as a 
Township Constable. It was probably no co-incidence that he built his 
house within 200 yards from the House of Correction. 

 
 

Drawing of the original date stone. Found 
when renovating the old farm building and re-
siting it at the gable-end. 
 
 

 
 
Acknowledgements: Bickerstaffe Churchwarden Accounts Lancashire 
Record Office, William Taylor, Angela Chaderton. 

Owen Taylor  
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Community News 
 
Bickerstaffe Community Connections. 

Divine Days’ Bickerstaffe Connections is a friendly 
social group designed especially for local older 
people. Come and enjoy a few happy hours out and 
about in a relaxed atmosphere sharing light 
refreshments and friendly company with others.  

We meet on 6th March, 3rd April, and 8th May at Four Lane Ends 
Mission 1.30pm-3.30pm. Cost £2 per session. Please call 07971 299606 
or email edward@divinedays.co.uk if you have any questions.  
 
 
The Women’s Institute 

At our next meeting, we welcome Rev. Katy Canty, 
the recently retired Church of England chaplain at 
her Majesty's Prison Altcourse at Fazakerley. Her 
interesting talk is all about her work there and is 

entitled, ‘Walking among the Bad, the Mad and the Sad.’ Please join us 
at 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends Mission on Monday 27th March. Visitors 
and new members are always welcome. For more information contact 
Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161. 
 
Mothers Union  

In February, our speaker was Mrs Marion Walker 
from the organization ‘Open Doors’. Open Doors 
focuses on serving persecuted Christians in places 
like Korea, Iraq and Syria. 
 
New members at our next month’s meeting would 
be most welcome when we welcome Rev. Marion 
Simmons. 

Irene McCarthy 

http://katie@divinedays.co.uk/
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Rotas 
 

Church Cleaning Rota 

Could you spare a little time to help this important ministry? Please 

contact Irene McCarthy for further information. Thank you!  

 

3rd March Team 2  I McCarthy, M Johnson 

10th March  Team 3  A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

17th March Team 4  B Fairclough, B Winstanley 

 24th March Team 5  F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

31st March Team 6  M Clarke, V Heyes, B Morris 

 7th April Team 1  E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

 

 

Flower Rota 

The 2017 flower rota is pinned in the church porch. 
Many thanks to all who provide flowers each week 
throughout the year and for special occasions. 
Sheila Beeby 
 

 5th March  Miss Hilda Rawsthorne 
 12th March  Miss Hilda Rawsthorne 
 19th March  Vacant 
 26th March  Mothering Sunday  
 (any donations/helpers welcome) 
 2nd April  Flowers remain 
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Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

April magazine is  
Wednesday 15th March 

 
As always, please pass articles 

to myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and 

copyright allows. Thank you for 
all your support. 

 
 

A Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you  

and keep you;  

the Lord make his face  

to shine upon you,  

and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his 

countenance upon you, 

and give you peace. 

 

 

 Numbers 6.24-26 

Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir 

and the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to 

ensure we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  

Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=66478019
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