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April 2017     

  
  
  

Bible verse and prayer for 2017 
And when you turn to the right or when you turn to 
the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”            Isaiah 30:21 

A prayer for God's guidance 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we ask you to 
direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and 
bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your 
commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be 
preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

50p 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  

Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 
made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Irene McCarthy.  01695 421800, Mob: 07818 205 597.  
E-mail: irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk. 
Mrs Barbara Morris 
 

TREASURER 
Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
 

SUNDAY CLUB   Mrs Ann Ashburner & Mr Jon Ashburner. Telephone 01695 721795.  

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Can you believe it? It will soon be Easter! 
 
The season of Easter is celebrated for fifty days up until 
Pentecost. During those fifty days, the days get longer and 
the weather gets warmer. Nature seems to wake and 
come alive and we are reminded of God’s activity in His 
creation. It is a season of beauty and new life. 

 
Within the church there are indications that we have entered a special 
time. The white of celebration replaces the purple of penance, and the 
new Easter candle is lit each Sunday as a reminder of the light and life 
of Christ within his church. Following Pentecost, the candle will only be 
lit at baptisms and funerals as a reminder of the Easter hope we both 
celebrate and experience. 
 
Jesus spent the first Easter season appearing to his disciples in different 
situations. They celebrated his presence amongst them, and after 
receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they were inspired in their 
commitment to make Christ known to other people. 
 
We need to remember that Easter is a seson and not just one day. 
During the season, we are called to be renewed in our experience of 
Christ so that we too, may make Christ known to those whom we meet. 

Andrew  
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Services in April 

 

St Michael 
Aughton 

Holy Trinity 
Bickerstaffe 

2nd April 
Lent 5 
Purple 
Ezekiel 37.1-14; 
Romans 8.6-11; 
John 11.1-45 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10:30am Bill 
Matins  
10:30am Hall 
Service 
 
4pm Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

9th April 
Palm Sunday 
Red 
Isaiah 50.4-9a 
Philippians 2.5-11 
Matthew 21.1-11 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Judith 
Holy Communion  

10.45am Martin 
Family Service 

13th April 
Maundy Thursday 

7pm Andrew 
Symbolic 
Passover Meal 
followed by the 
stripping of the 
alter 
 

7pm Martin 
Symbolic Passover 
Meal followed by 
the stripping of the 
alter 

14th April 
Good Friday 

 

10am Martin/Bill 
Good Friday 
Liturgy 

10am 
Andrew/Gwen 
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Hot Cross Bun 
Service 
 
2pm Andrew / Jo 
Taizé prayer 
around the cross 
 

16th April 
Easter Sunday 
White 
Acts 10.34-43;  
Colossians 3.1-4; Matthew 
28.1-10 

6am Martin 
Sunrise Service 
 
8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30 
Gwen/Andrew 
Family 
Communion 
 

7am Andrew 
Early service at 
Mossock Hall 
 
10.45am Martin 
Family 
Communion 

23rd April 
Easter 2 
White 
Acts 2.14a,22-32;  
John 20.19-31 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Parish Praise 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am 
Andrew/Gwen 
Family Service with 
Baptism 

30th April 
Easter 3 
White 
Acts 2.14a,36-41;  
Luke 24.13-35 
 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 
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Worship & Learning 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-17. 
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 

 
Did you know that many more resources from ROOTS for Churches Ltd 
are on our website each week, including Bible Notes, reflections, and 
prayers for both children and older people. Please visit 
www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on the Bible icon. 
 
 
2nd April: Dead or Alive?  John 11.1-45 
• Jesus visits Mary and Martha, four days after their brother Lazarus 

has died. 
• He says, ‘I am the resurrection and the life’; and that Lazarus will rise 

again. 
• Jesus weeps for Lazarus; then he calls him from the tomb, restored 

to life. 
 
A personal prayer 
Jesus, when all seems lost, 
when darkness feels too close 
and too compelling, 
be my light and hope. 
Amen. 
 
 
9th April: Making an entrance  Matthew 21.1-11 
• Jesus arrives in Jerusalem on a donkey. 
• He is welcomed by a large crowd; but others are perplexed, asking, 

‘Who is this?’ 
• He is the ‘Son of David’ – and ‘the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord’. 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
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A personal prayer 
Jesus, enter into my life today; 
may my heart be full of praise, 
may my lips give glory to your name. 
Amen. 
 
16th April: Opening up  Matthew 28.1-10 
• Two of Jesus’ female disciples visit his tomb once the sabbath is over. 
• They experience a mixture of fear and joy at what they find. 
• They carry the promise of Jesus’ continuing presence to the rest of 

his disciples. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord of life, open my eyes; 
release me from the prisons I make in my own mind; 
help me to worship you in my life today. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
23rd April: Trust the story  John 20.19-31 
• The risen Jesus appears to the disciples behind locked doors. 
• He assures them of his blessing and commissions them for his mission. 
• Thomas learns that trusting is more important than seeing. 
 
A personal prayer 
Jesus, give me: 
faith to walk in your ways, 
hope to follow you wholeheartedly, 
love to echo your own love, 
peace to fill me  
and overflow to all those I meet. 
Amen. 
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30th April: On the way  Luke 24.13-35 
• Two disciples walk home to Emmaus, distressed and confused by the 

events of Passover. 
• They cannot recognise the stranger they meet on the way. 
• Their eyes are eventually opened when he accepts their offer of 

hospitality, and says a familiar grace as he breaks and shares the 
bread. 

 
A personal prayer 
Saviour, help me to recognise you this week, 
to listen to you and to learn from you, 
to respond to your promptings in my own life, 
by the power of your Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Large Flower Shop providing flowers for every occasion 

Home-grown bedding plants and hanging baskets  

from our Nurseries 

Enjoy home-made food in The Café at Hartley’s 

 

Robbin’s Island, Lydiate, L31 4EJ 

0151 526 1577  www.hartleysnurseries.co.uk 
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Benefice News 

Communion in the Community 
The Holy Communion Services in Stockley Crescent, 
St Michael’s Hall and Bickerstaffe School are a 
wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite 
friends!!  For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.” 1 Corinthians 11:26. 

 
St Michael’s Hall 10th, 11th, 12th(with soup lunch), and 26th April at 
11am. 
 
Bickerstaffe School 28th April at 2.40pm. 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
 
The next breakfast will be Saturday 20th May at St 
Michael’s church hall. The speaker will be Chris Lyon, 
who will speak of a family friend and Aughton man, 
John Grindrod (1917-2009). John served as a captain 
in the Marine Commando’s during WW11 before 

being ordained and serving as Archbishop of Australia. 

Over time, we have amassed a surplus of funds and so Bill Gilpin (men’s 
breakfast treasurer) has split £100 of the surplus between three 
charities that we support, Litherland Moss School; Skelmersdale 
Foodbank; and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 

If you are able to help with the cooking, please speak to Andrew. New 
members welcome! 
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Charity Collections 
If you plan to sort through your children’s wardrobes, we would be 
grateful to receive good quality children’s clothes and other school 
items such as football boots, and goggles, which will be donated to 
Litherland Moss School.  
 
We continue to collect men’s clothes for Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Non-perishable 
food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please leave any items 
at the back of church. Thank you so much in advance. 
 
 
Fusion Youth Events for young people aged 11+ 
The group aims… 
1. To bring together teenagers (11-18 years old) from all churches in 

Ormskirk & surrounding areas for encouragement, fun & friendship; 
2. To give opportunities for young people to invite friends to join in; 
3. To encourage and give opportunities for Youth Leaders whose 

numbers are small; 
4. To periodically introduce meaningful Christian input. 
Sunday 16th April CURIOUS at CLM 
Saturday 13th May Manley Mere (Andrew Lea/OCF) 
 
 
Curious? 
Curious? is a contemporary youth service for young people. It meets on 
fourth Sunday of each month at Cottage Lane Mission at 6.30pm. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for the young people from the Ormskirk area to 
meet in friendship and also to grow in their faith. 
 
Book Club 
Next meeting is 17th May in the Derby Arms from 8pm and the book is 
a John Le Carre novel, "The Russia House". All welcome! 
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Holy Week and Easter 
 

 
 
Monday 10th – Wednesday 12th April 
During Holy Week, there will be reflections followed by Communion in 
St Michael’s Church Hall at 11am on April 10th, April 11th, and April 
12th.  
 
Maundy Thursday  
There will be a symbolic Passover meal at each church from 7pm. 
 
Good Friday 
Good Friday liturgy at St Michael’s from 10am 
Hot Cross Bun Service at Holy Trinity from 10am 
Prayers around the cross (Taizé service) at Holy Trinity from 2pm 
 
Good Friday Walk of Witness 
The Churches Together in Ormskirk lead an annual Good Friday Service 
at the Clock Tower at 12noon followed by Hot Cross Buns in New Church 
House, next to the Parish Church. St Michael’s and Christchurch are 
meeting in the Ministry Centre car park at 11.30am so that we can walk 
to the service together. We are hoping to join with St Anne’s en-route, 
as they carry the cross. 
 
Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service at St Michael’s from 6am followed by Hot Cross Buns. 
Early Celebration at Mossock Hall from 7pm followed by hot drinks in 
the clubhouse. 
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There will be an Easter Bonnet Parade (for all ages) during the 10.30am 
celebration at Aughton and at the 10.45am celebration at Bickerstaffe. 
Following the services there will an egg hunt for the children. 
 
 

Holy Trinity Dates & News 

Dates for your diary 

20th April Shared Ministry Team (Chair: Wendy; Prayer Anne) 
25th April Annual General Meeting 
20th May Men’s Breakfast 
1st June Archdeacon’s visitation 
 
Prayer at the Communion Rail 

If you would like to receive prayer during 
communion, then please mention to the 
Vicar when he gives you the bread at 
Communion. He will then put his hand on 
your shoulder and say a short prayer. 
There are times when we know someone 
who is ill or in need of our prayers, and 
similarly there are times when we feel 

the need for prayer ourselves. Receiving Holy Communion is a reminder 
of the healing Christ brings to each of us, in restoring our relationship 
with the Father. Please take the opportunity at Communion for prayer 
when it would be helpful. 
 
 
Pew Bibles 
If you would like to buy a new pew bible in memory of someone, then 
please put your name and the name of the person to be remembered 
on the list at the back of church. The hope is that we buy new pew bibles 
in memory of our loved ones and a name plate will be placed in the front 
of each new bible. The bibles will cost approx. £11.99. 
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 
We welcome new members, 
visitors and students alike and hope 
that they enjoy being part of a 
friendly local group of people. If you 
only want to attend selected 
lectures then the fee per lecture is 
£3.00 (free for students), the 
annual subscription is £16.00.  
 
Meetings start at 7.30pm at Four 
Lane Ends Mission. Further Info. 
from Mrs P Nanson, tel. 01695 
574364.  
 
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be on 25th April at 7.30pm. Could group/event leaders 
please prepare a short report to be read out. 
 

Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, 
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure 
they have a sheet and a bag.  
 

Easter Bingo 
Easter Bingo at on 7th April at Four Lane Ends 
Mission from 7.30pm. Tea and coffee included in 
price. Please bring your own drinks, glasses, and 
nibbles. We will also have a Raffle. 

Hilary Rosbotham  

Table Top Sale at Four Lane Ends Mission 

Please note the date for the Table Top Sale will be Saturday 20th May 

10am-2pm. To book a table (£5 each), please ring 01695 727613. Good 

quality items are required. 

 

Coffee Morning:  an update   
OnTuesday 21st March, we all enjoyed a very happy and relaxed 
morning with the usual perpetual chatter. A very big "Thank You" to 
everyone who attended and helped in any way, including some very 
welcome friends from St Michael's, Aughton. Together we made a very 
successful event. 
 
Thank you also to the people who so very generously donated money, 
cakes and raffle prizes to the Coffee Morning, enabling us to raise a 
staggering £679 for the Church funds. Well done everyone. Thank you.  

Norma Rimmer 



  Page 15 

 

Finance News 

Income and Expenditure Account 
For the 2 months ended 28 February 2017 

 
Collections 3051.23  DBF Quota 4697.38 
Donations & Gift day 5150.00  Fees assigned 0.00 
Fees 1105.00  Vicars expenses 0.00 
Fund raising events 0.00  Water & electric 384.76 

In lieu of flowers 464.00 
 

Organ M'ance & Guest 
Organist 

0.00 

Dividends & Interest 103.68  Insurance & Council tax 1867.98 
Gift aid tax refund 762.81  Maintenance 0.00 

   Sample Hymn book 67.58 

   Candles 16.20 

   Deanery synod 20.00 
     

Restricted income   Restricted Expenses  
Charity appeal 14.85  Charity appeal 0.00 
Churchyard 
maintenance 

160.00 
 

Maintenance current 
c'yard 

0.00 

Magazine Income 1068.70  Magazine costs 1116.00 
Friends of Bickerstaffe  475.00    
Churchyard extension 0.00  Churchyard extension 0.00 
Grants 0.00  Grants 0.00 

 
 

  

Total Income 12355.27  Total expenditure 8169.90 

   Surplus YTD 4185.37 

 
At the end of February an invoice correcting electricity usage for December 
and January totalling £249 was received. 
 
A reminder that outstanding contributions to the Friends of Bickerstaffe 
should be handed to Hilary 

Stan Barnes, Treasurer 
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A note from the Johnson Family 

 
Colin and I would like to thank all our friends at Bickerstaffe, Aughton, 
and Melling for their prayers over a long period for our Daughter-in-Law, 
Gillian. 

Sadly, Gillian lost her fight for life on 20th February leaving our son, 
Alastair and their sons, Philip (nearly 11), Timmy (8 ½), and Samuel (5) 
and also Caroline & Robert, Gillian’s parents -whom many of you know 
from their visits to special services and events at Bickerstaffe- and Colin 
and I, to face life without her loving presence. She shed a few tears to 
be leaving the boys and Alastair, but then went peacefully to meet Jesus, 
her Lord. 

We would be most grateful for continuing prayer, this time focusing on 
Alastair and the boys as they seek to come to terms with the 'Mummy-
shaped' hole in their lives. 

Thank you for all the beautiful and comforting cards and your generous 
donations and thank you too for your friendship, support and prayers.  

Marjorie and Colin 

Funding News 
 
Holy Trinity Church PCC has been awarded £5000 towards the cost of 
the new internal church doors and additional heaters, awarded late last 
year from the Awards For All-Big Lottery Fund. Recently Four Lane Ends 
Mission have been awarded £8200 for a new car park for the Mission 
which will be tarmacked, with parking bay markings and new lighting, 
funding also from the Awards For All-Big Lottery Fund. Work on these 
projects will be beginning soon. Thank-you to everyone who has helped 
me with these funding applications. Please visit 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/Awards-For-All. 

Edward McCarthy 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/Awards-For-All
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Rotas 
 

Church Cleaning Rota 

Did you know that many of our wonderful cleaning team are aged 80+? 

Could you spare a little time to help this important ministry so that 

others can step back? Please contact Irene McCarthy for further 

information. Thank you!  

 

7th April Team 1  E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

14th April Team 2 I McCarthy, M Johnson 

21st April Team 3  A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

28th April  Team 4  B Fairclough, B Winstanley 

5th May  Team 5  F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

12th May  Team 6  M Clarke, V Heyes, B Morris 

 

 

Flower Rota 

2nd April  Flowers from Mothering Sunday 
9th April Mrs Joy Bradshaw 
16th April Easter (donations/helpers please) 
23rd April  Flowers remain from Easter 
30th April  Mrs Gladys Gardner 
7th May  Mrs Lesley Rawlison 
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Donations to Bickerstaffe Church 
 
We are preparing the book of donations, and would like you to check 
the following list. If there are any omissions or errors, please let Hilary 
Rosbotham (01695 723873) know as sooon as possible. Thank you.  
 
2005 Mar 21 Joseph Speed  2010 Feb 24 Joseph Phillipson 

 Apr 8 Freda Banks  Oct William Peter Lyon 

  Thomas Jeffries 2011 Jul 4 Mildred Doreen 
Bradshaw 

 May 3 Margaret 
Greenough 

2014 Mar 12 Alan Critchley 

 Jul 18 James Ashcroft 2015 Jan 30 James Gardiner 

2006  Wyn Bickerstaff  Apr 18 Brenda Margaret 
Phillipson 

 Jul 24 James Houghton  Sep 1 John Stockley Woods 

  Molly Parkinson  Sep 1 Hazel Dean 

 Dec 12 Agnes Samples  Oct 4 Norman Penleton 

2007 Mar 2 Mary Alice 
Houghton 

 Oct 16 Mary Ellen Doherty 

 Mar 29 Ronald Taylor 2016 Jan 22 Rhoda Ellen Critchley  

 Nov 19 Joan Giller  Feb 18 Stanley Sephton 

 Dec 19 William Rimmer  Jun 14 Irene Sephton 

2008 May 16 James Henry Rose  Oct 16 Allen Roberts 

 May 19 Margaret Alice 
Bennett 

2017 Jan 10 Lydia Jane Mercer 

 Nov 6 Freda Moss    

2009 Jan 21 Mary Ellen Grace    

 Mar 22 Prudence Edith 
Hunt 
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News from Bickerstaffe Church of England School 
 

World Book Day, Book Week & Book Fair 
We all had a very exciting and special time in school with 
planned activities used to inspire a love for reading.  
Stuart Reid, an award winning author, captivated the 
interest and imagination of both our children and staff 

– he had us in uproar in the school hall as he read extracts from his books 
about ‘Snot Zombies’ and ‘Cheeky, Chomping, Choppers’ – hilarious 
stuff, as was Mr Draper’s impressions of 4 lady elephants, one of whom, 
‘Smelly’, deposited 2 piles of pink poo!!  Having bought books, children 
were reading them as they went out to play, what an inspiration to get 
the ‘Reading Bug!’ 
 
On the final day of the week we had a dressing-up day and children 
looked amazing as they walked down the ‘Blue Carpet’; they followed 
this with some very impressive ‘hotseating’ as they answered questions 
about their character 
 
 
Guinness World Record Attempt 
Bad news I am afraid… unfortunately we were unsuccessful in our 
record breaking attempt.  Despite a record number of children and 
adults taking part, not all schools were as rigorous in their recording of 
the event as we ourselves were, and as a consequence they could not 
all be verified and considered in the final count.  The number fell short 
by just less than 400, but at least we can all say that we took part in a 
record breaking attempt, and that ‘Team Bickerstaffe’ did their bit.  
Thank you once again to all those who took part in our verification 
procedures. 
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Shrove Tuesday and the Ash Wednesday Service  

A delicious smell drifted through the school on 
‘Pancake Day’ when Class 4 made batter, and cooked 
pancakes.  This was a fantastic way to learn about: 
‘Solids, Liquids and Gases’, and ‘Reversible & 
Irreversible Changes’ in Science.  

 
We would also like to thank Reverend Andrew who came into school to 
lead the Ash Wednesday Service, and bless and ‘ash’ the children.   
 
 
Lent Breakfasts 
These have been well attended by children, parents, staff and members 
of the United Benefice.  Our last session is on Wednesday 29 March and 
we would love to see you in Holy Trinity Church at 8am, followed by 
breakfast back in the school hall.  A fantastic start to the morning! 
 
 
Preparation for Holy Communion Classes  
We are delighted that eight children are taking part this year.  Their first 
Communion will be on Sunday 7 May.  Please put the date in your diary. 
 
 
Swimming Gala 
Well done to our Swimming Team, they did very well, and; Shauna Nagle 
was awarded a Bronze medal for the 50m freestyle, and Olivia O’Brien 
two Gold medals for the 25 m Freestyle and Butterfly. 
 
 
Easter Experience 
The children are looking forward to this event on Thursday 30 March, 
thank you to all those from Holy Trinity Church who are taking part.  
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Easter Service and Bonnet Parade  
This will follow on Friday 31March at 9am in Holy Trinity Church, we 
hope that you can join us for the service and hot cross buns, tea and 
coffee in school afterwards. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

From Jeanne Hall and Bickerstaffe School 
 

 
Bickerstaffe Church of England Primary, Hall Lane, 
Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0EH. Tel 01695 722957 
bursar@bickerstaffe.lancs.sch.uk 
 

 

Calling All Artists 
Do you need time to paint? Why not join St Michael's 
Art Group? We meet on Friday mornings in the 
Church Hall, from 9.30am-11.30am. We are a friendly 
self-help group (with occasional instructors) who 
enjoy our artistic efforts together. For more 
information please ring Brenda Garrett on 01695 
423559.  

 
 
Smile time 
Maria came home from Sunday school on Palm Sunday and told her 
mother that she's learnt a new song about Gladly, the cross-eyed bear. 
Her mother asked her to sing it and then realised what Maria had really 
been singing was "Gladly the Cross I'd bear." 

Sheila Beeby 
 
 

mailto:bursar@bickerstaffe.lancs.sch.uk
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Let the bells ring out!!  
Did you know that the wartime ban on ringing Church Bells was lifted on 
Easter Sunday 1943. What a wonderful day for a double celebration! 
 
While on the subject of bell-ringing (Campanology) did you know that 
Liverpool Cathedral belfry houses the highest and heaviest ringing peal 
in the world. In 2008, its array of 13 giant bells bonged out John Lennon's 
song 'Imagine' over Liverpool, his home city, to celebrate Liverpool 
being that year's Capital of Culture. 

Sheila Beeby 
 

Prayer Time 

For those caught up in tragedy and disaster 
O Lord our God, 
source of all goodness and love, 
accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
in the multitude of your mercies look with 
compassion 
upon all who turn to you for help; 
for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. 

www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship 
 

Whenever hatred endangers 
all that we hold dear, 
may love be 
the weapon of choice 
that we use 
and your light triumph 
in the dark 

© John Birch 2017 (www.faithandworship.com) 

http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford 

01744 886544 
 

Prescott 

0151 426 6069 
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Liverpool Cathedral News 

Easter Monday Organ Recital  
Join Ian Tracey, Organist Titulaire for this 

Easter organ recital eggstravaganza on 

17th April 11.15am-12.30pm. 

 

  Grand Jeu Pierre du Mage 

  Sonata in c Gio. Battista Pescetti 

     Passacaglia & Fugue in c (BWV 582) J.S.Bach 

  Dance of the Blessed Spirits Gluck/Tracey 

  Concert Piece (Opus 52a) Flor Peeters 

  Three Improvisations Carlo Curley 

Final (Symphonie VI) Charles Marie Widor 

Admission by programme £5. 

 

Twilight Thursdays - Every Thursday March to October 

19:30 - 23:00 (each day). Catch this truly special experience of a sunset 
across the river on our Twilight Thursday evenings, with bell ringing 
simulation on selected Thursday evenings throughout the season. Enjoy 
360˚ views of Liverpool and beyond from 500ft above sea level as the 
sun goes down and the lights go up. 
 
Please visit www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk for full details. Tickets £5.50 
standard; £4.50 concessions. Family ticket (2 adults, up to 3 children) 
£15. Your ticket also includes the Great Space Tour and Film and 
Embroidery Gallery and is valid for two consecutive days. 

Source: www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk 

http://www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk/
http://www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk/
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Community Groups 

Bickerstaffe Community Connections. 
A reminder that Divine Days’ Bickerstaffe 
Connections will meet on 3rd April and 8th May at 
Four Lane Ends Mission 1.30pm-3.30pm. Cost £2 per 
session. Please call 07896 137 236 or email 
katie@divinedays.co.uk if you have any questions.  

 
 
The Women’s Institute 

At our next meeting the speaker Mrs. Joanne 
Halliwell, is making a welcome return visit by 
popular request. Her first talk which was entitled 
‘Betsy the Scullery Maid’ was both enjoyable and 
amusing and at times hilarious. Betsy has now been 
given promotion to housekeeper. 

 
Please join us on Monday 27th March for a very entertaining evening to 
listen to talk 2 ‘Betsy the Housekeeper.’ Visitors and new members are 
always welcome at 7.30pm at the Mission. For more information please 
contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161. 
 
Mothers Union  

At our March meeting, we had Rev. Marion Simmons 
as our guest speaker. Marion was the Diocesan 
Chaplain up until recently. April 11th is the Deanery 
Spring Festival at St. Paul’s Skelmersdale at 7.30pm. 

 
We decided at the Deanery meeting that we would invite the ladies of 
other branches in the Deanery to our Strawberry Tea in the summer. 
We would love to see some new members and next month we meet on 
April 19th.             Irene McCarthy 

mailto:katie@divinedays.co.uk
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Gardening Time: Planting a Biblical Garden 
 
The olive tree is seen throughout the 
Holy Land, usually in groves on rocky 
terraced hillsides.  They grow to a 
great age.  In Biblical times, the oil 
was extracted by crushing the fruit in 
autumn and pressing the pulp. Oil 
presses were located amongst the 
groves and sometimes gave rise to 
the name of the places, such as the 
Mount of Olives (which is not a single 
peak but a range of limestone 
mountains, east of Jerusalem) and 
the Garden of Gethsemane – which in 
Hebrew means “The garden of the oil 
press”. 

 
There are many references to the olive in the Bible.  We all remember 
The Flood and the dove returning to the ark the second time with a fresh 
olive leaf in its beak, a message to Noah that the waters had gone down 
and new vegetation was growing on the earth.  In Deuteronomy 24:20 
the law states, “When you have picked your olives once, do not go back 
and get those that are left, they are for the foreigners, orphans and 
widows”.  The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:34 poured olive oil and wine 
on the wounds of the injured man and bound them up. 
 
Olive trees are usually grown in containers in this country.  Remember 
the rocky ground, so put plenty of grit into the soil to help the drainage 
and grow in full sun – probably best overwintered in a porch or 
conservatory.  Do not expect too many olives (if any), but if we get good 
weather, who knows what might happen!  

Pauline Moran, St Philip’s Church, Litherland 
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Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

April magazine is  
Wednesday 19th April 

 
As always, please pass articles 

to myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and 

copyright allows. Thank you for 
all your support. 

 
 

A Blessing 

May there always be work  

for your hands to do. 

May your purse always hold  
a coin or two. 

May the sun always shine upon 

your window pane. 

May a rainbow be certain  

to follow each rain. 

May the hand of a friend  

always be near to you and 

May God fill your heart with 

gladness to cheer you. 

Source: www.faithandworship.com 

Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir 

and the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to 

ensure we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  

Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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