
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe  
May 2017     

  
  
  

Bible verse and prayer for 2017 
And when you turn to the right or when you turn to 
the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”            Isaiah 30:21 

A prayer for God's guidance 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we ask you to 
direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and 
bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your 
commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be 
preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

50p 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  

Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 
made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Irene McCarthy.  01695 421800, Mob: 07818 205 597.  
E-mail: irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk. 
Mrs Barbara Morris 
 

TREASURER 
Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
 

SUNDAY CLUB   Mrs Ann Ashburner & Mr Jon Ashburner. Telephone 01695 721795.  

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:irenebickerstaffe@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
We are in for quite a month! Once again, the UK is 
going to the polls and so expect to see a lot of 
politicians reaching out to you with their arguments 
for a better future. 
  

It is often said that you should not discuss politics or religion. I have 
never understood the logic of that comment because I believe that both 
politics and religion can change people lives, so why avoid discussing 
them? I have friends who have differing political views, and also friends 
who have differing religious views. I can only admire each of them for 
giving time and thought into discussing how we can make this world a 
better place, whether I agree with their arguments or not. 
  
It is important to remember that the death Jesus died was a political 
death, due to his apparent threat to the Roman Empire. Throughout the 
gospels, Jesus cared too much about people’s lives not to challenge 
what he believed to be wrong. Jesus’ compassion for this world has been 
breathed into each person who puts their faith in Christ as we join Him 
in His mission. The church by her nature, cannot keep quiet about the 
state of people’s lives and faith. We are a missionary church and so to 
not discuss politics or religion is against our nature. 
  
Below is a prayer for the General Election. If you are tempted to switch 
off your TV, when you’ve had election overload, then reach for your 
church mag and say this prayer! 
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Lord, we give thanks for the privileges and 
responsibilities of living in a democratic society. 
Give us wisdom to play our part at election time, 
that, through the exercise of each vote, 
your Kingdom may come closer. 
 
Protect us from the sins of despair and cynicism, 
guard us against the idols of false utopias and 
strengthen us to make politics a noble calling 
that serves the common good of all. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Source: www.churchofengland.org 

Andrew 

Services in May 

 

St Michael, Aughton 
Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

7th May 
White 
Easter 4 
Acts 2.42-47;  
John 10.1-10 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Matins 
10.30am 
Hall Service 
 
4pm Martin 
Holy Communion 

10.30am Andrew 
First Communion 
Welcome to the 
Lord’s Table 
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14th May 
White 
Easter 5 
Acts 7.55-60;  
John 14.1-14 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Andrew 
Family Service with 
Baptism 

21st May 
White 
Easter 6 
Rogation Sunday 
Acts 17.22-31;  
John 14.15-21 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Parish Praise – 
Civic Service 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 

28th May 
White 
Easter 7 
The Sunday after 
Ascension 
Acts 1.6-14;  
John 17.1-11 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Baptism 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 
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Worship & Learning 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-17. 
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 

 
Did you know that many more resources from ROOTS for Churches Ltd 
are on our website each week, including Bible Notes, reflections, and 
prayers for both children and older people. Please visit 
www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on the Bible icon. 
 
 
7th May:  Giving not taking 
John 10.1-10 
• Jesus compares shepherds with those who prey on a flock of sheep. 
• The shepherd calls his sheep by name, and the sheep know the 

shepherd’s voice. 
• The shepherd’s daily pattern of care and concern for the sheep is an 

image of God’s self-giving love for the 
world. 

 
A personal prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, as I wake and rise,  
may I know your presence as the gatekeeper of my day,  
that fears may be quelled, energy maintained and time blessed.  
Then as the hours pass and my thoughts turn to the night,  
may my body find rest, my mind find peace,  
and may sleep restore and refresh me,  
as you, Lord, become the gatekeeper of my night.  
I ask this in your name.  
Amen. 
 
 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
javascript:void(0)
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14th May:  Divine hospitality 
John 14.1-14 
• Jesus speaks to his disciples who are worried by the prospect of his 

absence. 
• He assures them that he will be with them in a new way. 
• He tells them that his leaving will open up his relationship with his 

heavenly Father to them. 
 
A personal prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, 
when I feel alone and the road is long –  
be my companion; 
when I feel on the outside of things and doors seem closed – 
grant me courage; 
when I see others struggling – 
may I be a companion to them; 
when I am tempted to keep others out – 
grant me your loving heart. 
Make your way, my way,  
and enable me to bless others 
as you have blessed me. 
Amen. 
 
 
21st May:  Knowing and not knowing 
John 14.15-21 
• Jesus says that God’s Spirit will be like a courtroom advocate who 

speaks on behalf of another. 
• Jesus is about to leave his disciples in his death, but will come to 

them in the Spirit. 
• This will enable the disciples to experience more deeply the love 

that lies in the heart of God. 

javascript:void(0)
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A personal prayer 
 
Holy Spirit, 
give me the strength to speak out when I see injustice, 
the courage to speak up for those denied a voice, 
and hope that my words can make a difference;  
help me to witness to your love for your world.  
Amen. 
 
 
28th May:  A living prayer 
John 17.1-11 
• Jesus ends his teaching with a prayer that celebrates his finished 

work. 
• He says that eternal life means knowing the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom God has sent. 
• He prays that God will protect the disciples, that they may be in 

unity with one another. 
 
A personal prayer 
Dear God, sometimes I come to you in prayer 
with words already formed and answers already assumed.  
Lord, lead me gently to the foot of the cross,  
to look and to listen again to the prayer of your Son.  
Help me simply and quietly to live generously,  
and to love, as he did.  
Amen. 
 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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Benefice News 

Communion in the Community 
The Holy Communion Services in Stockley Crescent, 
St Michael’s Hall and Bickerstaffe School are a 
wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite 
friends!!  For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.” 1 Corinthians 11:26. 

 
Stockley Crescent: 2nd May at 1pm 
 
St Michael’s Hall at 11am: 10th May (with soup lunch), 24th May, and 
31st May. 
 
Bickerstaffe School at 2.40pm on Friday 26th May. 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast: Revised date! 
The next breakfast will now be on Saturday 27th May 
at St Michael’s church hall. The speaker will be Chris 
Lyon, who will speak of a family friend and Aughton 
man, John Grindrod (1917-2009). John served as a 
captain in the Marine Commando’s during WW11 
before being ordained and serving as Archbishop of 
Australia. 

Over time, we have amassed a surplus of funds and so Bill Gilpin (men’s 
breakfast treasurer) has split £100 of the surplus between three 
charities that we support, Litherland Moss School; Skelmersdale 
Foodbank; and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 

If you are able to help with the cooking, please speak to Andrew. New 
members welcome! 
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Fusion Youth Event for young people aged 11+ 
The next meeting for local teenagers from all churches in the area will 
be on Saturday 13th May, when a trip to Manley Mere has been planned 
by Andrew Lea. 
 
 

Curious? 
Curious? is a contemporary youth service for young people. It meets on 
fourth Sunday of each month at Cottage Lane Mission at 6.30pm. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for the young people from the Ormskirk area to 
meet in friendship and also to grow in their faith. 
 
 

Book Club 
A reminder that the next meeting is on 17th May in the Derby Arms pub 
from 8pm and the book is a John Le Carre novel, "The Russia House". All 
welcome! 
 
 

Rogation Sunday 
There will be a service to celebrate Rogation Sunday on Sunday 21st 
May at 3pm. The service will be in a field at Hall Farm, Hall Lane, 
Bickerstaffe. Following the service, there will be a ‘bring and share’ 
afternoon tea in the barn. 
 
 

Ascension Day 
There will be a Holy Communion service at St Michael’s on Thursday 
25th May at 7.30pm to celebrate Ascension Day. 
 
 

Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Cuthbert, Halsall on 1st June 
The Archdeacons visitation is primarily for sideman and church wardens. 
The service will start at 7.30pm. 
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Confirmation 

This year’s Confirmation service will be at Christ 
Church, Aughton on Sunday 15th October at 4pm. 
Starting in September, there will be two confirmation 
classes, one for adults and the other for young 
people in school year 9. If you would like to be 
Confirmed this year, then please speak to Andrew. 

 
 

Charity Collections 
 
The Children's Society 
A very big ‘thank you’ to all our box holders, who this year raised a total 
of £1208.58 to help fund the vital work of The Children's Society with 
vulnerable children and young people across the country. If anyone else 
would like a collection box, I would be happy to supply one to you. 
 
Please Note: By the time the boxes are opened again, the round £1 coin 
will no longer be legal tender. I should be able to change any old coins 
in the bank but, if you are putting any £1 coins into your box during the 
changeover period, it would be helpful if you could use the new coins 
where possible. Thank you. 

Pat Richardson 
 
Clothes Collections and Food Bank Collections 
We would be grateful to receive good quality children’s clothes and 
other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will be 
donated to Litherland Moss School.  
 
We continue to collect men’s clothes for Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Non-perishable 
food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please leave any items 
at the back of church. Thank you so much in advance. 
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Holy Trinity Dates & News 

Dates for your diary 

7th May Welcome to the Lord’s Table service 
16th May Parochial Church Council 
20th May Men’s Breakfast 
21st May Rogation Service 3pm at Hall Farm  
25th May Ascension Service 
27th May Men’s Breakfast (new date) 
1st June Archdeacon’s visitation 
22nd June Shared Ministry Team 
 
 
Prayer at the Communion Rail 
If you would like to receive prayer during communion, then please 
mention to the Vicar when he gives you the bread at Communion. He 
will then put his hand on your shoulder and say a short prayer. There 
are times when we know someone who is ill or in need of our prayers, 
and similarly there are times when we feel the need for prayer 
ourselves. Receiving Holy Communion is a reminder of the healing Christ 
brings to each of us, in restoring our relationship with the Father. Please 
take the opportunity at Communion for prayer when it would be helpful. 

 
Large Flower Shop providing flowers for every occasion 

Home-grown bedding plants and hanging baskets  

from our Nurseries 

Enjoy home-made food in The Café at Hartley’s 

 

Robbin’s Island, Lydiate, L31 4EJ 

0151 526 1577  www.hartleysnurseries.co.uk 
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 
We welcome new members, 
visitors and students alike and hope 
that they enjoy being part of a 
friendly local group of people. If you 
only want to attend selected 
lectures then the fee per lecture is 
£3.00 (free for students), the 
annual subscription is £16.00.  
 
Meetings start at 7.30pm at Four 
Lane Ends Mission. Further Info. 
from Mrs P Nanson, tel. 01695 
574364.  
 
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Power of Prayer: Prayer Book 

We all know the power of prayer and the need to 
bring those in need of prayers as part of our Church 
Prayers of Inclusion. 
 
There is a new book at the back of the Church. If you 
wish to have a prayer read out during the service 
please indicate this. The book will be placed on the 
Altar during the services. 

Paul Wilcox 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table 

 
On Sunday 7th May at the 10.45am service, eight 
children from Bickerstaffe School will be receiving 
Holy Communion. They are currently working 
through a ten-week preparation course. Please 
support and pray for them as they continue their 
faith journey. The hope is that when they are in 
school year nine, they will be Confirmed. 
 

 
Please pray for: Isabelle Aitken, Grace Alexander, Aaron Alty, Millie 
Hudson, Scarlet Lilly Cooper-Webley, Heidi Mawdsley, Isabel Sands and 
Owen Sergeant. 
 
 
Children’s Fun Sheets 

 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at 
the back of church, plus fun bags. If you see any 
children in the service, please make sure they have a 
sheet and a bag.  
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Head Teacher Jeanne Hall’s Celebration Party 

We’re throwing a party and everyone’s invited! After 15 wonderful and 
successful years at Bickerstaffe School, we would like to do something 
special to mark Jeanne’s retirement. A Celebration Party will be held on 
the evening of Saturday 8th July at Mossock Hall Golf Club and will 
include a hot buffet, entertainment, a disco and a few surprises! As well 
as a celebration for Jeanne, the evening will be a fundraising night for 
school and we hope as many current and past governors as possible will 
join staff, parents, and friends of Bickerstaffe School to celebrate 15 
fabulous years. Tickets are £10 per adult and are available through 
school. 

Kim O’Brien, Chair of Governors  

 

 

Table Top Sale at Four Lane Ends Mission 

Please note the date for the Table Top Sale will be Saturday 20th May 

10am-2pm. To book a table (£5 each), please ring 01695 727613. Good 

quality items are required. 

 
 
French Themed Cheese & Wine Night With Raffle 

Saturday 13th May 7.30pm (revised date) at Four Lane 
Ends Mission. Funded by the Queen’s 90th Birthday 
Big Lottery Award. A list is available for catering 
purposes, but please bring your own drinks and 
glasses. Dress according to theme! 

Edward McCarthy 
 
 
Bickerstaffe Lads’ Night Out 
Meet at the Stanley Gate 8pm on Friday 26th May. Further information 
is available from Edward McCarthy. 
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Parish Registers 
 
Please continue to pray for the families mentioned below. Thank you. 
 

Funerals 
Deborah Tyrer aged 100 of Rosewood Long Lane, 
Bickerstaffe was buried on 28th March. 

 
Olive Berry aged 96 of Burscough, late of Church 
Road was buried on 19th April. 

 
 

Prayer Time 
 

We have not seen your face, 

touched your side 

or heard your voice first hand 

as did your friends 

gathered together 

that first Easter-time. 

But we have seen your love 

in those around, 

felt the warming of our hearts 

and known your grace 

bringing wholeness to broken lives. 

So with Thomas  

we cast all doubts aside 

and acknowledge you as 

our Lord and our God! 

 

© John Birch, from ‘The Act of Prayer’ 
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Finance News 

Income and Expenditure Account 
For the 3 months ended 31 March 2017 

Collections 4333.83  DBF Quota 7046.07 
Donations & Gift 
day 5225.00  Fees assigned 0.00 

Fees 1706.00  Vicars expenses 0.00 

Fund raising events 700.00  Water & electric 384.76 

In lieu of flowers 464.00  

Organ Maintenance & Guest 
Organist 0.00 

Dividends & Interest 103.68  Insurance & Council tax 2490.62 

Gift aid tax refund 762.81  Maintenance 90.00 

   Sample Hymn book 67.58 

   Candles 16.20 

   Deanery synod 20.00 

   Stationery 33.25 

Magazine Income 1069.70  Magazine costs 1116.00 

     
Restricted income   Restricted Expenses  
Charity appeal 14.85  Charity appeal 0.00 
Churchyard 
maintenance 640.00  

Maintenance current 
churchyard 0.00 

     
Friends of 
Bickerstaffe  545.00    
Churchyard 
extension 0.00  Churchyard extension 182.40 

Grants 0.00  Grants 0.00 

Total Income 15564.87  Total expenditure 11446.88 

   Surplus YTD 4117.99 

     
Contributions to the ‘Friends of Bickerstaffe’ are now overdue so please pass your 
2017 donation to Hilary. For comparison, contributions in 2016 were £1655. 
A special ‘thank you’ to Norma for hosting her coffee morning. An additional £25 was 
received in April bringing the total raised to £725 

Stan Barnes, Treasurer 
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Rotas 
 

Church Cleaning Rota 

Did you know that many of our wonderful cleaning team are aged 80+? 

Could you spare a little time to help this important ministry so that 

others can step back? Please contact Irene McCarthy for further 

information. Thank you!  

 

5th May  Team 5  F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

12th May  Team 6  M Clarke, V Heyes, B Morris 

19th May Team 1  E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

26th May Team 2  I McCarthy, M Johnson 

2nd June Team 3  A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

9th June Team 4  B Fairclough, B Winstanley 

 

 

May Flower Rota 
7th May Mrs Lesley Rawlinson 
14th May Mrs Sheila Prentice 
21st May Mrs Alma Mercer 
28th May Mrs Irene McCarthy 
4th June Mr Edward Mercer 
 
 

 

A Note Of Thanks 
Our church looked beautiful for our Easter Celebrations: many, many 
thanks to all who gave donations and flowers, and those who gave their 
time to display them. 

Sheila Beeby 
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Donations to Bickerstaffe Church 
 
We are preparing the book of donations, and would like you to check 
the following list. If there are any omissions or errors, please let Hilary 
Rosbotham (01695 723873) know as sooon as possible. Thank you.  
 
2005 Mar 21 Joseph Speed  2010 Feb 24 Joseph Phillipson 

 Apr 8 Freda Banks  Oct William Peter Lyon 

  Thomas Jeffries 2011 Jul 4 Mildred Doreen 
Bradshaw 

 May 3 Margaret 
Greenough 

2014 Mar 12 Alan Critchley 

 Jul 18 James Ashcroft 2015 Jan 30 James Gardiner 

2006  Wyn Bickerstaff  Apr 18 Brenda Margaret 
Phillipson 

 Jul 24 James Houghton  Sep 1 John Stockley Woods 

  Molly Parkinson  Sep 1 Hazel Dean 

 Dec 12 Agnes Samples  Sep Keith Moakes 

2007 Mar 2 Mary Alice 
Houghton 

 Oct 4 Norman Pendleton 

 Mar 29 Ronald Taylor  Oct 16 Mary Ellen Doherty 

 Nov 19 Joan Giller 2016 Jan 22 Rhoda Ellen Critchley  

 Dec 19 William Rimmer  Feb 18 Stanley Sephton 

2008 May 16 James Henry Rose  Jun 14 Irene Sephton 

 May 19 Margaret Alice 
Bennett 

 Oct 16 Allen Roberts 

 Nov 6 Freda Moss 2017 Jan 10 Lydia Jane Mercer 

2009 Jan 21 Mary Ellen Grace    

 Mar 22 Prudence Edith 
Hunt 
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‘Very Early Bickerstaffe’  By Owen Taylor 
 
There are no traces of any Old Stone Age Settlements in Lancashire, as 
they were usually concentrated in the more mountainous places of 
Cumberland where caves could easily be found. Odd finds in other areas 
were probably dropped by hunting parties. A typical example was 
unearthed by a Bickerstaffe Farm Worker, at Stanley Farm in 1921. It 
was a Neolithic flint-axe (c.5000BC), measuring 6 x 2 inches and 
weighing about half a pound (227g).  
 

 

 
Flint Axe, Found at 

Stanley Farm in 1921.  
Photo by Archaeologist 

J.S Hallam 
 
 

 
Another interesting stone implement was found in the Barrow Nook 
Delph, off Sineacre Lane in 1972. Weighing six pounds, with a smooth 
surface and symmetrical in appearance, it is similar to other discoveries, 
said to have been used for polishing. 
 

 

 
 

Polished Stone 
Implement, Weight 6lb, 

Found 1972 
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Two other stone-carved objects were dug up by a potato harvester at 
Lodge Farm in 1978. After examination by Archaeologists at Liverpool 
Museum, they were returned to the finder, with a note attached, 
stating, that although man-made and ancient, it was thought they were 
probably cut in imitation. 
 

 
 
Carved Object,  
Dug Up Lodge Farm, 
1978 
 
 
 

 

In 1998, another quite rare item was found near the footpath that 
enters from Hall Lane, progresses along-side of the Keepers Cottage and 
heads left to Ox Hey Farm.  The ‘find’ was a fragment of a manufactured 
stone plate or dish and of a sandy colour. It was examined and 
extensively photographed by an archaeologist, who assumed it was of 
Roman origin. Also noted was the Latitude and Longitude of the 
discovery. 
 

 
 
 
Fragment of Stone Plate, 

found 1998. 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements:  
Charlotte Roby, James Davies, Angela Chaderton, J.S Hallam 

Owen Taylor 
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News from Bickerstaffe Church of England School 
 

‘The Easter Experience’ at Holy Trinity Church increased 
the children’s understanding of the ‘Easter Story’ in a 
very meaningful and practical way.  The children wrote 
about their Hopes, they took part in the ‘Last Supper’, 
visited the ‘Garden of Gethsemane’, and saw the tomb 

where Jesus’ body was laid.  We would like to thank Reverend Andrew 
and members of Holy Trinity Church who made this such a special and 
memorable experience for our children and staff. 
 
Easter is always a special time at Bickerstaffe School and our Easter 
Service and Easter Bonnet Parade made a fabulous end to the Spring 
Term.   Thank you to all those who attended and saw for themselves the 
excellent presentations by the children of: The Stations of the Cross 
(Class 4); Easter Symbols (Class 3); Signs of Spring (Class 2); and of 
course, the ever popular rendition of ‘Spring Chicken’ (The Gruffalos).   
 
The last Friday of the Spring Term was action packed.  Children were 
involved in designing and making ‘egg models’, rolling eggs, and 
searching for ‘Easter Eggs’. A great time was had by all!   
 
In the Summer Term, we have ‘Treat Day’ to look forward to, and Mrs 
Hudson will once again be coming into school to teach the children the 
dances for the Maypole.  Please put Saturday 10th June in your diaries, 
along with Sunday 7th May when some of our children take their first 
communion at Holy Trinity Church. 
 

Best Wishes 
From Jeanne Hall and Bickerstaffe School 

 
 
 

Bickerstaffe Church of England Primary, Hall Lane, 
Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0EH. Tel 01695 722957 
bursar@bickerstaffe.lancs.sch.uk 
 

mailto:bursar@bickerstaffe.lancs.sch.uk
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford 

01744 886544 
 

Prescott 

0151 426 6069 
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Community Groups 

Bickerstaffe Community Connections. 
Divine Day’s next Bickerstaffe Community 
Connections session is on Monday 8th May between 
1:30pm-3:30pm. 
 
The project allows older people to try activities they 

used to enjoy and to sample new activities. The 
sessions allow you dip into a wide variety of activities, learn a new skill, 
crafts, painting, play boccia which is like indoor bowls, look at local 
history books and artefacts from when you were younger plus board 
games, model making and more. 
 
Our sessions are run by qualified staff. The sessions took place at Four 
Lane Ends Mission, Skelmersdale Rd in Bickerstaffe. Cost £2 per session. 
Please call 07896 137 236 or email katie@divinedays.co.uk if you have 
any questions.  
 
 
The Women’s Institute 

Miss Diane Harrison, a gardening expert, who can be 
heard on Radio Lancashire, is the speaker at our next 
meeting on Monday 22nd May. Diane is coming to 
demonstrate how to fill hanging baskets and 
containers to make an attractive summer display. 
The finished items will be for sale if desired. 

 
Visitors and new members are always welcome to join us at Four Lane 
Ends Mission at 7.30pm. For more information contact Margaret 
Fairclough on 01695 729161. 
 
 
 

mailto:katie@divinedays.co.uk
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Mothers Union  

Our meeting on April 19th was well attended but new 
Members would always be welcomed. Why not come 
along next month? 
 
Our guest speaker was Edward McCarthy who gave a 
talk about his work with people with disabilities and 
also his other Charity work. 

Irene McCarthy 
 
 
Bickerstaffe AFC & JFC Sportsman’s Dinner  

The Dinner will be on Friday 19th May at The Junction 
Pub, News Lane, Rainford WA11 7JU. Speaker: Craig 
Hignett, ex-Middlesborough Blackburn, and the 
Comedian is Barry York. 
 
Tickets £30 including a three-course meal and are 
available from Paul Walton 07940 437750 or Mike 
Woods 07759 124697. 

Paul Walton 
 
 
Calling All Artists 

Do you need time to paint? Why not join St Michael's 
Art Group? We meet on Friday mornings in the 
Church Hall, from 9.30am-11.30am. We are a friendly 
self-help group (with occasional instructors) who 
enjoy our artistic efforts together. For more 
information please ring Brenda Garrett on 01695 
423559.  
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Gardening Time:  Cucumbers 
 

Two refreshing fruits longed for by the 
Israelites wandering in the desert were 
melons and cucumbers.  “We remember the 
fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, we 
had all the cucumbers, melons..... we 
wanted ….” (Numbers 11:5).   

 
The melon was probably the watermelon, with its red flesh and black 
seeds; the cucumber the snake cucumber with long, grooved fruits.  
Watermelons we can’t grow here even in a greenhouse but we can grow 
the ridge variety of salad cucumber which trails along the ground in our 
garden. 
 
Sow the seeds singularly in individual 3” pots or directly into the ground 
about ½ inch deep when all danger of frost has gone (hopefully around 
now!).  Pinch out the growing tips when the stems have 6-7 leaves.  
Water around (not over – very important) the plants and mist on dry 
days.  Do not remove male flowers.  Feed once the first fruits have 
started to swell.  Sowing in June should give an early August crop.  There 
is a round variety called Crystal Apple which looks like a melon which 
you might like to try. 
 
Fresh vegetables are a very important part of the diet in hot countries – 
any loss is soon felt.  For protection’s sake then, as now, booths were 
constructed in the fields of melons and cucumbers, in which the person 
who watched the fields lay sheltered from the heat of the sun.  
“Jerusalem stands abandoned, as defenceless as 
a guard’s hut in a vineyard or a booth in a 
cucumber field, a city under siege” (Isaiah 1:8)                       
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For a refreshing summer soup:  Remove the peel from a medium sized 
cucumber.  Cut the cucumber into pieces.  Simmer in 1 pint of 
vegetable stock for 10-15mins with 1 small chopped onion.  Leave to 
cool.  Add 150ml single cream and sprig of mint.  Blend and serve cold 
or gently warm with crusty bread.               

 
Pauline Moran, St Philip’s Church, Litherland 

 
 

Liverpool Cathedral News 

‘Talking with God’ interactive prayer stations 

26thMay - 4th June 2017 
09:00 - 17:00 (each day) 
 

Liverpool Cathedral are offering interactive prayer stations for families 
between Ascension and Pentecost. 

The idea came from the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative started by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York in 2016. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a 
global prayer movement, which invites Christians around the world to 
pray between Ascension and Pentecost for many more people to come 
to know Jesus Christ. 

If possible, come along on Wednesday 31st May from 10.30am to 
12.30pm where there will be lots of extra free fun arts and crafts for 
families. 

No booking required. All free. Normal car parking charges apply. 

Source: www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk 

 

http://www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk/
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Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

June magazine is  
Wednesday 17th May. 

 
As always, please pass articles 

to myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and 

copyright allows. Thank you for 
all your support. 

 
 

A Prayer 

 

Be thou a bright flame 

before me, 

Be thou a guiding star 

above me, 

Be thou a smooth path 

below me, 

Be thou a kindly shepherd 

behind me, 

Today - tonight - and for ever 

 

Columba (?521-597) 
Source: www.faithandworship.com 

Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir 

and the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to 

ensure we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  

Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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