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December 2017     

  
  
  

Bible verse and prayer for 2017 
And when you turn to the right or when you turn to 
the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”            Isaiah 30:21 

A prayer for God's guidance 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we ask you to 
direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and 
bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your 
commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be 
preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

50p 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  
Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar at 
the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be made 

with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672 

 

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN   Mr Edward McCarthy 
 

TREASURER   Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Comfort zones are being challenged, 
arguments are becoming a spectator sport 
and new friendships are being enjoyed. 
This week the new series of ‘I’m A 
Celebrity…. Get Me Out Of Here!’ starts. It 
is the only reality TV programme I watch 
and enjoy. I’ve never enjoyed Strictly, X-

Factor and BGT seems a little too staged. But ‘I’m A Celebrity’ can make me 
howl with laughter.  It may be the dark side of my nature being triggered, 
but I find the bush tucker trials hysterical, although they may not be so 
funny if I was doing them myself.  
 
Another reason I enjoy ‘I’m A Celebrity’ is that it is another reminder that 
Christmas is getting closer. When the children were younger, they would 
get into their pyjamas and squeeze next to us on the settee to watch it 
(they still do!). The Christmas commercials for gifts, food, and programmes 
added to their excitement. Then on Christmas day itself, the extended 
family would gather after Christmas dinner to watch the ‘Downton Abbey’ 
Christmas special. This year we will probably gather to watch the ‘Victoria’ 
Christmas special.  
 
Family traditions at Christmas add to the joy of the day and can give us 
lovely memories that can comfort us in the future. The anticipation of 
Christmas and the joy of the day itself, gives pleasure to children of all ages. 
My hope and prayer is always that while Christmas is enjoyed, the birth of 
Jesus is celebrated too. 
 
At both St Michael’s, Aughton and Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe, we have a 
number of church services throughout the month to help us celebrate the 
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birth of Jesus. I would like to encourage all of you who reading this 
magazine to make celebrating the birth of Jesus at one of our services, a 
part of your festive tradition. On behalf of St Michael’s Aughton and Holy 
Trinity, Bickerstaffe, may I wish you all a happy Christmas and peaceful 
New Year. 

Rev’d Andrew Housley 
 

Bishop Paul’s Christmas Message 
 
A friend at Christmas 

The majority of Christmas advertisements that I have 
seen this year have a clear underlying message. In their 
glossy, VERY expensive, highly produced messages the 
advertisers are saying that Christmas is about bringing 
people together, in family or extended family units. 
That, they say, is the best place to consume the product 
they offer.  Around the table of tempting fare from the 
grocery retailer they show how Christmas can be 
complete. 

 
And that's not a bad sentiment in many ways. It is certainly one which the 
Church can subscribe to. We are about community, coming together 
around Jesus, learning together, journeying together as we try to 
understand God's love for us and the world. Obviously, the gift we want is 
not materialistic but the precious gift of the God who loved the entire 
world, and came to us as a poor baby. 
 
But among all these happy messages I have a nagging worry about 
loneliness. Research in 2016 showed that a million older people face a 
lonely Christmas, isolated from the festivities and dreading the season. 
Maybe it is the call of the Church this year, of your Church, our Church, to 
do something about that isolation. 
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Over the past few weeks I have been encouraging everyone in the churches 
to "Bring One Friend" - in other words to think who it is that each one of 
us might invite into the worshipping and serving life of the Church. When I 
started talking about this, I had in mind the desire to share God's love with 
more people. That is the heart of Jesus' story, his mission, and his purpose 
in life. Jesus, who was born in the relative loneliness of the Bethlehem 
stable wanted to embrace the whole world and show them the reality of 
the love of the kingdom of God. 
 
We started talking about "Bringing One Friend" now because we knew that 
during Advent and at Christmas the Church is still blessed with many ways 
in which we can connect with our community. We still provide services and 
events that chime in with the national mood. But we have a still deeper 
purpose, as we introduce people to the Lord and to the Kingdom. This year, 
this Christmas, if we can make a bigger difference in one person's life by 
"bringing one friend" into the community of church and pointing them in 
the direction of the Kingdom of God then that will be great. 
 
For our table is not filled with the superficial gifts of the consumer-led 
Christmas; it is the table made by the carpenter. On it are the symbols and 
gifts of the carpenter. On it are the reminders of his story that started in 
the Christmas stable and ended in the bursting out of the Easter tomb. 
Around it are the people he invites into his story, the friends he chose to 
bring. It's not an exclusive group - Jesus's table has room for more, for you 
and me, and - yes! - for the friends we bring. 
 

Bishop Paul Bayes 
The Bishop of Liverpool 
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Services in December 

 

St Michael, 
Aughton 

Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

3rd December 
Advent Sunday 
Purple 
Isaiah 64.1-9;  
1 Corinthians 1.3-9; Mark 
13.24-37 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins 
10.30am  
Hall Service 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10th December 
Advent 2 
Purple 
Isaiah 40.1-11;  
2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Family Communion 
 

10.45am Andrew 
Christingle 

17th December 
Advent 3 
Purple 
Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11;  
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24; 
John 1.6-8,19-28 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am 
Andrew/Martin 
Christingle 
 
4pm Andrew 
Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols 
 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 
 
6.30pm Andrew 
Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols 
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24th December 
Advent 4 
Christmas Eve 
Purple 
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16; Romans 
16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38 
(See service leader for 
Midnight readings) 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Morning Prayer 
 
4pm Chris 
Crib Service 
 
11.30pm Andrew 
Midnight Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Morning Prayer 
 
4pm Andrew 
Crib Service 
 
11.30pm Martin 
Midnight 
Communion 

25th December 
Christmas Day 
White 
Isaiah 9.2-7;  
Titus 2.11-14;  
Luke 2.1-14,(15-20) 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Family Communion 

10.45am Martin 
Family Communion 

31st December 
Christmas 1 
White 
Ezekiel 36.24-28; Luke 
22.14-71 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Judith 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

  Image attribution: <a href="https://clipartxtras.com/">clipartxtras.com</a> 

 

 

Please join us! 

Everyone is always welcome. 

 

A very Happy Christmas 

to all our readers! 
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Worship & Learning 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-17. 
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 
 

Did you know that many more resources from ROOTS for Churches Ltd are on our 
website each week, including Bible Notes, reflections, and prayers for both 
children and older people. Please visit www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on 
the Bible icon. 

 
3rd December: Being who you are called to be 
Mark 13.24-37 

• Jesus tells the disciples to keep alert for the coming of God. 

• He encourages them to read the signs of the times. 

• But no one knows the day or the hour, so they are to keep awake at all 

times. 

 
A personal prayer 
Lord, I give you my todays and my tomorrows to use and to bless. I offer 
my ‘nows’ for you to shape and strengthen. I bring myself as I truly am, 
rejoicing that you have called me to be your disciple through all the 
challenges and changes of life.  Amen. 
 
 
10th December: End of exile 
Mark 1.1-8 

• The prophet Isaiah foretold one who cries out: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord’. 

• John proclaims a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

• He says that someone is coming after him, who will baptise with the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
javascript:void(0)
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A personal prayer 
Lord, my God, just as a single flame can light a whole room,  
may this single prayer bring  
light into the dark places of the world,  
hope in the despairing places,  
comfort in the suffering places,  
and beauty in the wild places.  
In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen. 
 
 
17th December: What do you say about yourself? 
John 1.6-8,19-28 

• In response to questions, John the Baptizer denies that he is the 
Messiah. 

• He says that he is a voice crying out, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord’. 

• Questioned again, John says that someone much greater than him is 
coming. 

 
A personal prayer 
Gracious God, grant me this Advent: 
the courage to speak out the names that you have given me: 
servant, child, friend; 
the strength to live out my calling with humility  
at church, at work, at home; 
the grace to point others to you prayerfully,  
confidently, 
honestly. 
I ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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24th December: The quiet drama of God 
Luke 1.26-38 

• An angel visits Mary and tells her she will bear a son, who is to be called 
Jesus. 

• The child to be born will be holy, and will be called Son of God. 

• Mary is told that her much older cousin, Elizabeth, is also to have a son. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord, when I am weighed down with tiredness; 
when I am bound with the knots of things I haven’t done,  
people I haven’t seen, cards I haven’t written, prayers I haven’t said; 
when the demands of Christmas silence its music: 
come and reassure me,  
come and free me,  
come and love me.  Amen. 
 

25th – 30th December: Prince of peace 
Luke 2.1-14,(15-20) 

• Mary’s baby is born in Bethlehem; he is laid in a manger. 

• An angel tells shepherds that the Messiah is born; they go to find the 
child. 

• Mary ponders these things in her heart; the shepherds glorify and praise 
God. 

 
A prayer for Christmas 
Jesus, child of the crib, with Mary who bore you, 
with Joseph who protected you, 
with the animals who watched over you, 
with the angels who sang of you, 
with the shepherds who ran to you – 
with our brothers and sisters throughout the world, 
we welcome you. 
Jesus, Saviour of the world, we come to you. Amen. 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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Tailoring Our Services 

To Your Needs 

22 Derby St, Ormskirk L39 2BZ 
www.info@dphlaw.co.uk 

Tel 01695 574201 

 

http://www.info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Christmas services at Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe 
 

 
 
Sunday 10th December 10.45am Christingle 
An opportunity to raise funds for the Children’s Society, while lighting our 
Christingles to remind us of Christ bringing his light into the world. 
 
Sunday 17th December 6.30pm Lessons and Carols 
We sing traditional carols while listening to the story of Christmas told by 
bible readings. 
 
Christmas Eve at 4pm   Crib Service 
A wonderful service for children of all ages. Make this service part of your 
family tradition before returning home to hang the stockings! During the 
service, all the children will be given their own nativity to make during the 
service, which they can take home. 
 
Christmas Eve at 11.30pm  Midnight Communion 
A mystical time when we welcome the Christ child and Christmas begins. 
 
Christmas Day at 10.45am  Family Communion  
The most anticipated of days, we celebrate by singing carols. Children are 
invited to bring one of their new toys to show everyone. 
 

ALL WELCOME 
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Benefice News 

Communion in the Community  
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1 
Corinthians 11:26. 
 
The Holy Communion Services are a wonderful 
opportunity for outreach. Please invite friends!!   

 
Stockley Crescent 12th December at 2pm. Carols and mince pies with 
Bickerstaffe School Choir. 
St Michael’s Hall 13th December at 11am. Following the service there will 
be soup. 
 
 
Gluten free communion wafers 
If you would like a gluten free communion wafer, please let one of the 
wardens know before the service. 
 
 
Men’s Breakfast  
The next breakfast will be Saturday 27th January at St Michael’s Hall. If you 
are able to help with the cooking, please speak to Andrew. New members 
welcome! 
 
 
Book Club 
The next book club will be held at The Derby Arms Pub from 8pm on 17th 
January. The next title is “I’m Travelling Alone” by Samuel Bjork. It is a fairly 
meaty murder mystery extending to around 480 pages. All welcome!  
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Clothes Collections and Food Bank Collections 

If you plan to sort through your children’s wardrobes, we 
would be grateful to receive good quality children’s 
clothes including school coats, and other school items 
such as football boots, and goggles, which will be donated 
to Litherland Moss School.  

 
We continue to collect men’s clothes for Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever, particularly in the 
Christmas Holidays. Non-perishable food items are therefore very much 
appreciated. Please leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so 
much in advance. 
 

Fusion Youth Group 
Fusion Christmas party for age 11+ is Friday 8th December in Christ Church 
Ministry Centre. It includes a bouncy castle, good and lots of fun. 7:30pm-
9:30pm. All welcome. 
 

Bickerstaffe News and Dates 
 
1st December  Bingo Night at Four Lane Ends Mission 
12th December 2pm Carols and Mince Pies at Stockley Crescent  
21st December Wedding 
16th January  Parochial Church Council Meeting 
4th February  Gift Day 
 
Carols and Mince Pies at Stockley Crescent 

On Tuesday 12th December at 2pm, there will be 
carols and Mince Pies at Stockley Crescent. The choir 
from Bickerstaffe School will be leading us in the 
singing. All welcome and offers of homemade mince 
pies will also be welcome! 
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Christingle 

 
 
During the Christingle Service on 10th December, there 
will be a collection for the Children’s Society. 
 
 

 

Christmas Fair 
 

A big ‘thank you’ to those who supported this year’s 
Christmas Fair! And thank you to all those who 
organized it. 
 
 

 

Pastoral visits 
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak to 
Irene or Andrew. 
 

Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe 
If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a 
renewal form, which you can pick up in church. 
 

Children’s Fun Sheets 
 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the 
back of church, plus fun bags. If you see any children in 
the service, please make sure they have a sheet and a 
bag. 
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Prayer at the Communion Rail 
If you would like to receive prayer during communion, then please mention 
to the Vicar when he gives you the bread at Communion. He will then put 
his hand on your shoulder and say a short prayer. There are times when 
we know someone who is ill or in need of our prayers, and similarly there 
are times when we feel the need for prayer ourselves. Receiving Holy 
Communion is a reminder of the healing Christ brings to each of us, in 
restoring our relationship with the Father. Please take the opportunity at 
Communion for prayer when it would be helpful. 
 

Parish Registers 
Please continue to pray for all the families mentioned below. Thank you. 

 

Funerals 

On Monday 6th November, the funeral of the late Mrs 
Gladys Berry, aged 97 of Lyelake Lane was held in 
church followed by burial. 
 

The funeral service Barbara Morris, aged 71 formally of 
Liverpool Road, was held on Friday 17th November in 
Church, followed by committal at West Lancashire 
Crematorium 

Wedding 
 
On 20th October, Ann Paula Grogan and Gerald Jones 
were joined in holy matrimony. 
 
 

Baptism 
 
 
On October 27th, Oliver Headley was baptised. 
 



  Page 17 

 
New Pew Bibles 
On Sunday 11th February at 10.45am, there will be a special service to 
dedicate the new pew bibles. Below is a list of those who have kindly 
offered to donate a bible as well as a list of those they have asked the bibles 
to be in memory of someone. The full cost of the bible and protective cover 
is £15.75. Please pass the money onto the church treasurer, Stan. Any 
corrections should be given to Andrew. Thank you. 
 
DONOR IN MEMORY OF 
Roy and Jackie Hislop  Ronald James Hislop & Rose Angel Hislop 
Phyllis Walton  George Walton 
Paul Wilcox  Christina Howard Wilcox 
  Margaret Howard 
  Rev John Lakin-Smith 
Irene McCarthy Mother, Father, brother William & sister Dorothy 
Renee Forster D. C. Forster 
Lesley Rawlinson Raymond Patrick 
 Miss Brazendale 
Barbara Bell Derek Bell 
Elizabeth Critchley Alan Critchley 
Freda Brownbill Kenneth Brownbill 
Merrick Rimmer William and Joan Rimmer 
 Thomas Rimmer 
Mary Clarke  William Richard & Freda Rimmer 
Bill Gardner James Gardner 
Vera Gregson Joseph & Dorothy Johnson 
 Robert & Norah Pennington 
Hilary Rosbotham Tom Rosbotham 
Susan Gardner John and Edna Whittaker 
Linda and Alma Billie & Nellie Taylor x2 
Jeanne Hall Molly Gregson 
Carol Fisher  Gerry Fisher 
Jenny Banks 
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Prayer Time 
 

You gave your all to the world 

in the bleakness of that stable. 

Love was born that day 

Pure love 

Undiluted  

Poured out for all 

who call on Your name 

Such Grace 

Undeserved  

deserves a response 

in the life that we lead. 

Forgive our ingratitude  

for all you have done, 

draw us to your Word, 

give us a new song to sing, 

that will resonate throughout this world. 

And begin with us today. Amen 

 

© John Birch 2017 www.faithandworship.com 

Used with kind permission 
 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/
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Prayer Time 

I am bringing you good news  
of great joy for all the people:  
to you is born this day in the city of David  
a Saviour, who is Christ, the Lord. 
Luke 2.10,11 

 
 
 
Church Rotas 
An urgent appeal for church cleaners! 
We still need more volunteers to help with the cleaning rota. If you are able 
to go on the six-weekly rota, then please speak to Andrew or Irene 
McCarthy. Thank you. 

Andrew 

Church Cleaning Rota 

3rd November Team 1   E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

10th November Team 2   I McCarthy, S Kenny 

17th November Team 3   A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

24th November Team 4   B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor 

1st December Team 5   F Brownbill, S Prentice 

8th December Team 6   M Clarke, V Heyes 

 

December flower Rota  
3rd December Mrs Wendy Emmott 
10th December Mrs Barbara Bell 
17th December Vacant 
24th December Mrs Sheila Prentice 
31st December Flowers remain 
8th January Mrs Phyllis Walton 
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Four Lane Ends Mission Management Team News 
 
Bingo Night 

 
Join us for a fantastic night of fun, fellowship, and a few 
games of bingo! 7.30pm on Friday 1st December at 
Four Lane Ends Mission.  
 
 

Consultation: We need your views! 
Four Lane Ends Mission in Bickerstaffe was built in 1904. The building is a 
much-loved integral part of community life. Many local groups and 
organisations use the building. The building has ample parking and 
facilities. The Mission Team are looking ahead to the future and are asking 
residents and groups what they think. We want the Mission and its use to 
grow. 
What kind of groups would you like to see there? 
What events would you like to see taking place? 
What would make you use the Mission? 
Would you/your organisation use a computer suite if available? 
Would you use a function room if available? 
Would you use a full kitchen if available? 
 
Please send all your feedback to e-mail westlancsedward@btinternet.com 
or 07971 299606. Thank you. 
 
 
Funding News 

We are to receive £570 from the National Churches Trust to go towards 
the cost of the plastering work in the church nave/chancel. The total 
amount is £1140. Further details and photos will follow. 

mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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In other funding news, £200 was given by the Lancashire County Council 
Local Member Grant Scheme and County Cllr Julie Gibson (Skelmersdale 
West/Labour). The money will be put towards the Four Lane Ends Mission 
Car Park Part 2 Project. Many thanks. 

Edward McCarthy 
 

Carol Singing News 
 
Community Carol Singing Dates 

Come and join us Carol Singing raising money for local causes. 

• Friday 15th December 1pm at Bickerstaffe Starbucks accompanied 

by the Bickerstaffe School Choir. 

• Sunday 17th December at Booths Supermarket Burscough at 1pm. 

Please contact Edward if you need a lift, tel 07971 299606 or e-mail 
westlancsedward@btinternet.com. 
 
 
Carol Singing for Cystic Fibrosis Trust 

Do you enjoy singing Christmas Carols? Why not 
come along to the session below at Morrison’s 
Supermarket in Ormskirk. We will be singing in 
aid of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust and if you can 

spare an hour or so, it would be much appreciated. Let us remind everyone 
of the true meaning of Christmas! Saturday 16th December 10.30am – 
3pm. Further details from Margaret Ellams, mobile 07753 801 345 or e-
mail mfellams@hotmail.com. 
 
PS ‘Thank you’ to everyone who supported our Family Fun Run in October 
at Edge Hill University. We raised over £800 for the charity and kept fit 
too!!! 
 
 

mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
mailto:mfellams@hotmail.com


  Page 23 

 
P&O Mini-Cruise to Bruges, April 2018 

A quick reminder that Edward McCarthy and Irene 
McCarthy are planning another mini-cruise for the 
weekend of 20-22nd April 2018. Please contact Edward 
(mobile:  07971 299 606) or Irene if you would like 
further information. Thank you. 

 

Stamp Collections 
Please remember to save the stamps from your Christmas cards and place 
them in the box at the back of church. They are put to good use by charities. 
Thank you to everyone who collects for me throughout the year.  

Fred Tyrer 
 

Smile Time 
A December Tale (author unknown.) 
Long ago on a very cold day in December a little boy, about 9 years old, 
was standing barefoot before a shoe shop. He was peering into the shop 
window, shivering with cold. 
A lady approached the boy and said, 'My, you are deep in thought staring 
into that window.'  
'I was asking God to give me pair of shoes,' was his reply. 
The lady took his hand and led him into the shop where she asked the 
assistant for half a dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then asked for a 
bowl of water and a towel and took the boy to the back of the shop. 
Removing her gloves, she knelt down and washed his feet then dried them 
on the towel. By this time the assistant had brought the socks and a 
suitable pair of shoes which the lady placed on the lad's feet. She had the 
remaining socks packed into a bag which she gave the boy saying, 'You'll 
be nice and warm now.'   As she turned to leave, the child caught her by 
the hand and looking into her face with tears in his eyes, he asked her, 'Are 
you God's wife?' 

Supplied by Sheila Beeby 
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 

We welcome new members, visitors 

and students alike and hope that 

they enjoy being part of a friendly 

local group of people. 

Meetings start at 7.30pm at Four 

Lane Ends Mission. Further info. via 

01704 631191 or  

www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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News from Bickerstaffe School 
 
Christian value of the month. Our value this month is 
peace.  The children have learned how to achieve inner-
peace, which will create peace around them.  We have 
created a dove in school to remind us to be peaceful. 
 

 
Remembrance Service. We would like to take this 
opportunity to extend a big thank you to Reverend 
Andrew for leading a lovely Remembrance Service in 
church.  The children had the opportunity to light a 
candle for someone or somewhere where they wished 
peace to be.  Ask Reverend Andrew about this because 
he has a great tale to tell!   
 

Growth Mindset. As a school, we feel it is important to 
build strong, resilient children today, so that they can 
embrace every opportunity tomorrow.  Staff, parents 
and governors took part in Growth Mindset training, 
which is the approach that we are using in school.  
Parents described it as inspirational, thought-provoking, 

really interesting, informative, and brilliant.  Please call into school if you 
want to find out more, we would be delighted to tell you all about it! 
 
Wonder woman! Kathleen Thomas, who is 102 years 
young, mesmerised our children by talking about her 
experiences during the First and Second World War 
and showed them photographs from that time.  The 
children were inspired by her and loved her so much 
that they have adopted her as ‘Aunty Kath’.  They are 
looking forward to her coming to see the Nativity 
performance in December! 
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All things Christmas! There is no better way to get 
into the Christmas spirit than to spend time with 
children during this period.  Don’t worry if you don’t 
have any because we have 73 magical children who 
love you to join in our celebrations.  You are warmly 
welcomed to attend our Nativity play in Church, on 
Wednesday 13th at 2.00pm. This will be followed by 
our Christmas Fair at 3.45pm in school.  In addition to 

this, you are invited to our Carol Service on 21st December at 9.00am.  
This will be followed by mice pies in school.  We really hope that you can 
join us!    
 
School Cook Vacancy 
We said a fond farewell to Miss Barton who has 
been our cook for 17 wonderful years.  We are now 
therefore looking for another amazing cook.  If you 
know anyone, please point them in our direction!  
Details of how to apply are below. 
 
Unit Catering Supervisor required at Bickerstaffe 
CE Primary School.  Our lovely school is small and has 73 wonderful 
children.  This position is for 20 hours per week and in term time only.  
The successful candidate will have experience in large scale catering and 
will cook for approximately 57 children a day.  To apply please log onto 
the Lancashire County Council Website – vacancies – not school 
vacancies.  The reference number is Lancs09237.  For further information 
regarding the job please contact Diane Wormald on 07854184207.  

 
Maggie Teachen, Headteacher 

 
Bickerstaffe Church of England Primary School, 
Hall Lane, Bickerstaffe, L39 0EH 
Tel: 01695 722957 web: www.bickerstaffe.lancsgfl.ac.uk 

http://www.bickerstaffe.lancsgfl.ac.uk/
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http://www.honkingdonkey.com/holiday-coloring-pages 

Christmas Colouring  
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The Women’s Institute 

The December meeting is the Christmas party. This will 
take place at the Mission on Monday 11th December, 
starting with a festive buffet at 7.00pm. For more 
information contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 
729161. 

 
 
The Mothers’ Union 

Rev. Martin Adams was the speaker at our meeting on 
15th November. Martin told us about his early life and 
where he had lived in accordance with his job. He told 
us about his love of music and how he would 
encourage young people to have that interest. He also 
played the organ for us as both of our regular players 
were unable to attend. 

 
We have visited Melling for an afternoon of fellowship. We have two 
events in December. One is a visit to Aughton Christ Church Ministry Centre 
on 12th December 2pm-4pm to join in their meeting. Also, St. Paul’s 
Skelmersdale are having their usual Carol Service the same day at 7.30pm. 
Our Carol Service and tea is on December 13th. 

Irene McCarthy 
 

Wise Words 
 

It isn't far to Bethlehem town 

It's anywhere that Christ comes down. 

The road to Bethlehem  

runs right through  

the homes of folks  

like me and you 
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford             

01744 886544 

Prescott             

0151 426 6069 
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir 

and the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to 

ensure we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  
Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  
January magazine is  

Wednesday 21st December. 
 

As always, please pass articles 
to myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and 

copyright allows. Thank you for 
all your support. 

 
 

A Christmas Prayer 

 

Let the just rejoice,  
for their justifier is born. 
Let the sick and infirm rejoice, 
For their saviour is born. 
Let the captives rejoice,  
For their Redeemer is born. 
Let slaves rejoice, 
For their Master is born. 
Let free men rejoice,  
For their Liberator is born. 
Let All Christians rejoice, For 
Jesus Christ is born. 
 

St. Augustine of Hippo  
AD 354-440 

 
 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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