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Bible verse and prayer for 2018 
You will make known to me the path of life;  
In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Psalm 16:11 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
may the wind be ever at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face 
and the rain fall softly on your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

Traditional Irish blessing 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  
Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar at 
the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be made 

with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDENS   Mrs Barbara Morris and Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672 

 

ACTING CHURCH WARDEN   Edward McCarthy 07971 299606 
 

TREASURER   Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  

 
 
 

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral in Edinburgh, hangs a painting by A E 
Borthwick called ‘The Presence’. It was painted in 1910 and was presented 
to the cathedral in 1944. The scene depicts the nave and altar of St Mary’s 
Cathedral. The High Altar is lit with a bright yellow light as communion is 
being celebrated there. Towards the back of the nave, a sad looking figure 
kneels in the dark, unaware that behind them is the presence of Christ 
bathed in the same yellow light, reaching towards them to bring them 
comfort. The message of the painting is that as Christ’s presence is 
celebrated at the altar, His presence is also with those in the darkness of 
grief whether they are aware of Him or not. 
 
As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we will look towards the usual 
mix of celebration and challenge. Borthwick’s painting is a reminder that 
Christ will be with us for all occasions, whether we are aware of Him or not. 
 
Each edition of the church magazine has prayers for us to pray each week. 
If you are thinking of a New Year’s resolution, could I suggest that you 
reflect upon the bible reading for each Sunday and with its message and 
the accompanying personal prayer, allow Christ to shape your life? Christ 
is with each of us, so let us allow His presence to bring us guidance and 
comfort. 
 

Andrew 
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Services in January 

 

St Michael, 
Aughton 

Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

7th January 
Baptism of Christ/ 
Epiphany 1 
White 
Genesis 1.1-5;  
Acts 19.1-7;  
Mark 1.4-11 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins 
10.30am 
Hall Service 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

14th January 
Epiphany 2 
White 
1 Samuel 3.1-10, (11-20);  
1 Corinthians 6.12-20; 
John 1.43-51 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Family Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Family Service  

21st January 
Epiphany 3 
White 
Jonah 3.1-5,10; 1 
Corinthians 7.29-31; 
Mark 1.14-20 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Parade 
 
4pm Martin 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 

28th January 
Epiphany 4 
White 
Deuteronomy 18.15-20; 
1 Corinthians 8.1-13; 
Mark 1.21-28 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Service of Baptism 
 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 
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Worship & Learning 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-17. 
Reproduced with permission. 
www.rootsontheweb.com 
 

Did you know that many more resources from ROOTS for Churches Ltd are on our 
website each week, including Bible Notes, reflections, and prayers for both 
children and older people. Please visit www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on 
the Bible icon. 

 
 
7th January:  A community of the baptized 
Mark 1.4-11 
Mark’s ‘good news’ begins with John, the prophet who heralds the coming 
of God. His baptism of repentance is a preparation for receiving the Holy 
Spirit. After Jesus receives John’s baptism, the Spirit descends upon him. 
 
A personal prayer 
With those I love, 
with those I meet, 
and within my heart, 
may I bring your peace, Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
14th January:  The tingle factor 
John 1.43-51 
Jesus asks Philip to follow him, and Philip then calls Nathanael. Nathanael, 
the ‘true Israelite’, is at first sceptical, but after acknowledging Jesus as his 
king, is told that greater things lie ahead for them both. 
 
 
 

http://www.rootsontheweb.com/
http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
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A personal prayer 
Here I am, Lord. 
Speak, for your servant is listening. 
Act, for your servant is waiting. 
This week, I want to be attentive to you; 
I am listening, watching, waiting for you. 
Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
21st January: The time is fulfilled 
Mark 1.14-20 
John’s work is done, and Jesus’ ministry begins in Galilee, a region where 
Jews and Gentiles lived. Jesus proclaims that the kingdom of God has come 
near, and calls four fishermen to follow him and become fishers of men. 
 
A personal prayer 
Jesus, today, without hesitation, immediately, 
I turn to you, ready to follow. Amen. 
 
 
28th January: Love builds up 
Mark 1.21-28 
Jesus is teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. He orders ‘an unclean 
spirit’ to leave a man, and it departs with one last cry of defeat. Everyone 
is amazed at Jesus’ authority; his words are realised in actions. 
 
A personal prayer 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
I will remember God’s marvellous works. 
I will give thanks to God with my whole heart. 
I will seek God’s wisdom and rejoice in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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Benefice News 

Communion in the Community  
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1 
Corinthians 11:26. 
 
The Holy Communion Services are a wonderful 
opportunity for outreach. Please invite friends!!   

 
St Michael’s Hall:  10th January (with soup lunch), 24th January, 

and 31st January at 11am.  
Bickerstaffe School:  26th January at 2.40pm. All Welcome! 
 
 
Candlemas 
On Wednesday 31st January at 11am, Bill Glennon will lead a Candlemas 
Service in St Michael's Church Hall. 
 
Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, forty days after 

the birth of her son Jesus. This day also marks the ritual presentation of the 

baby Jesus to God in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

Gluten free communion wafers 
If you would like a gluten free communion wafer, please let one of the 
wardens know before the service.  

Men’s Breakfast  
The next breakfast will be Saturday 27th January at St Michael’s Hall. If you 
are able to help with the cooking, please speak to Andrew. New members 
welcome! 
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Book Club 
The next book club will be held at The Derby Arms Pub from 8pm on 17th 
January. The next title is “I’m Travelling Alone” by Samuel Bjork. It is a fairly 
meaty murder mystery extending to around 480 pages. All welcome!  

 
 
Clothes Collections and Food Bank Collections 

If you plan to sort through your children’s wardrobes, we 
would be grateful to receive good quality children’s 
clothes including school coats, and other school items 
such as football boots, and goggles, which will be donated 
to Litherland Moss School.  

 
We continue to collect men’s clothes for Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever, particularly in the 
Christmas Holidays. Non-perishable food items are therefore very much 
appreciated. Please leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so 
much in advance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Large Flower Shop providing flowers for every occasion 

Home-grown bedding plants and hanging baskets  

from our Nurseries 

Enjoy home-made food in The Café at Hartley’s 

 

Robbin’s Island, Lydiate, L31 4EJ 

0151 526 1577  www.hartleysnurseries.co.uk 
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Bickerstaffe News and Dates 
 
23rd January  Parochial Church Council: NEW DATE 
26th January  School Eucharist 
4th February  Gift Day 
  
 
Pastoral visits 
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak to 
Irene or Andrew. 
 

Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe 
If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a 
renewal form, which you can pick up in church. 
 

PCC (NEW DATE) 
Please note that the PCC will be on 23rd January. 
 

Bickerstaffe School Eucharist 
It has been lovely to see more members of the church 
attending the School Eucharist. The service is a very 
special and those who attend have said how much they 
have appreciated it. If you have not yet attended the 
service, do please come along on Friday 26th January at 
2.40pm. 

 

Gift Day 
The annual Gift Day is on Sunday 4th February. The Gift Day is an 
opportunity to give a gift in thanksgiving for the friendship and ministry we 
receive from Holy Trinity Church. All gifts will go towards the running costs 
of the church in Bickerstaffe. 
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Children’s Fun Sheets 

 

Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the 
back of church, plus fun bags. If you see any children in 
the service, please make sure they have a sheet and a 
bag. 

 
 
New Pew Bibles 
On Sunday 11th February at 10.45am, there will be a special service to 
dedicate the new pew bibles. If you signed up to purchase a pew bible, can 
you let Stan have your payment as soon as possible. Cheques should be 
made payable to PCC Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe. The cost of a bible is £15.75 
Thank you. 

 
A ‘Thank you’ note from Mary Barnes 
I wish to thank everyone for your prayers, phone calls, flowers, cards and 

visits since my illness was diagnosed in July. It is very much appreciated. I 

wish you all the best for 2018. 

Mary Barnes 

 

Friends of Bickerstaffe 
Just a reminder that contributions are now due for 2018. If you require a 
standing order form, please contact me. Thank you. 

Stan Barnes 
 

 
John 8:12 “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
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Would you like to 

advertise here?  

If so, please contact  

the editor for further 

information.  

Thank you. 
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Christmas Tree & Church Decorations 
May I thank Giltrees for providing the beautiful church Christmas Tree. It is 
very generous and much appreciated. Many thanks also, to everyone who 
contributed in whatever way, to the dressing of the church over Christmas.  

Andrew 
 
Carol Singing News 

On Friday 15th December, some church members 
joined Bickerstaffe Church of England School singing at 
Starbucks in Bickerstaffe. The school started their walk 
accompanied by donkeys before going across the fields 
to Starbucks. This was a lovely afternoon and raised 
funds for Queenscourt Hospice. 

 
On Sunday 17th December, some church members did Carol Singing at 
Booths in Burscough raising funds for local charity, Sporting Challenge. A 
big ‘thank-you’ to everyone who donated and joined in. 

Edward McCarthy. 
 
 
Four Lane Ends Mission Car Park Stage 2 
Good news! More funds have been granted to us for the rest of the car 
park. £500 has been donated by the West Lancashire Borough Council 
Community Chest. This means we have received £1200 (£500 from WLBC, 
£500 from the Duchy of Lancaster, and a £200 LCC Local Grant). A big 
‘thank-you’ to West Lancs Borough Council for this recent award. 

Edward McCarthy 
 

Stamp Collections 
Thank you to everyone who collects used postage stamps for me 
throughout the year. These are put to good use by charities. Please 
remember to save your Christmas card stamps which can be left in the box 
at the back of church. Thank you. Fred Tyrer. 
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs 

22 Derby St, Ormskirk L39 2BZ 

Tel 01695 574201 www.info@dphlaw.co.uk 

 

http://www.info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Prayer Time 
 
A prayer for the New Year (author unknown) 

Dear Lord, 
Please give me a few good friends  
who understand me and still remain my friends. 
Give me work to do which has real value,  
without which the world would be poorer, 
An understanding heart, 
A sense of humour, 
Time for silent thought. 
 A feeling of the presence of God. 
 Give me the patience to wait for these things: 
 And wisdom to recognise when they come. Amen. 
 
 
As each morning’s news reminds us, 
we live in a fragile, uneasy world, 
where truth and trust  
do not sit comfortably together, 
and violence instead of dialogue becomes the way 
to end an argument or dispute. 
Gracious God,  
may your love be seen 
and your truth proclaimed 
through the many lives and voices of your children, 
and in its brightness 
may those who now walk in shadows 
choose to move in your light 
and embrace your mercy, love and peace. 

 
© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/
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Pew Bible Donations: Revised list 
Please send any corrections to Andrew Housley as soon as possible. Thanks. 
 
Roy and Jackie Hislop Ronald James Hislop x 1 
 Rose Angel Hislop x 1 
Phyllis Walton George Walton 
Paul Wilcox Christina Howard Wilcox x 1 
 Margaret Howard x 1 
 Rev John Lakin-Smith 
Irene McCarthy Mother, Father, brother William & sister Dorothy 
Renee Forster D. C. Forster 
Lesley Rawlinson Raymond Patrick x 1 
 Miss Brazendale x 1 
Barbara Bell Derek Bell 
Elizabeth Critchley Alan Critchley 
Freda Brownbill Kenneth Brownbill 
Merrick Rimmer William and Joan Rimmer x 1 
 Thomas Rimmer x 1 
Mary Clarke  William Richard & Freda Rimmer x 1 
 Barbara Morris x 1 
Bill Gardner James Gardner 
Vera Gregson Joseph & Dorothy Johnson x 1 
 Robert & Norah Pennington x 1 
Hilary Rosbotham Tom Rosbotham 
Susan Gardner John and Edna Whittaker 
Linda and Alma Billie & Nellie Taylor x2 
Jeanne Hall Molly Gregson 
Carol Fisher Gerry Fisher 
Jenny Banks Freda Banks 
Owen and Eileen Taylor John and Margaret Brown 
Mary Woods John Stockley Woods 
Stan and Mary Barnes Stanley and Martha Barnes 
Mike and Mary Barbara Morris 
Harold Hunt Prudence Edith Hunt 
Dorothy Heyes Thomas & Dorothy Heyes 
Colin & Marjorie Johnson Gillian Lynne Johnson 
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Rotas 
Church Cleaning Rota 

5th January  Team 4  B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor 

12th January  Team 5  F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

19th January  Team 6  M Clarke, V Heyes 

26th January  Team 1  E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

2nd February Team 2  I McCarthy, M Johnson 

9th February  Team 3  A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

 

Please note: If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep 

our church beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a 

warden for further information.  Thank you. 

 

November flower Rota  
 

1st January Flowers from Christmas remain 
7th January Mrs Phyllis Walton 
14th January Mrs Debbie (Winstanley) Hewitt 
28th January  Vacant 
4th February  Mrs Sheila Beeby 
 

 
The Mothers’ Union 
We were invited to join Christ Church ladies on December 12th at the 
Ministry Centre. It was a very pleasant afternoon. The same evening 
members also visited St. Paul’s Skelmersdale for their Carol Service. 
On Wednesday 13th December, members enjoyed the afternoon with 
Carols followed by tea in the Mission. 
We have a varied programme for next year and start again on January 17th 
with Holy Communion presided by our good friend Rev Keith Leiper. Ladies 
are most welcome to join us. 

Irene McCarthy 
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The Women’s Institute 
 

Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 

We welcome new members, visitors 

and students alike and hope that 

they enjoy being part of a friendly 

local group of people. 

15 Jan: War Graves Commission. 
29 Jan: Place names and landscapes 
in Medieval Lancashire 
5 Feb: How Art Deco helped shape 
the 20th century. 
 
Meetings start at 7.30pm at Four 
Lane Ends Mission. Further info. via 
01704 631191. 
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk  
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‘Snowed Up’ by Owen Taylor  
 
‘January brings the snow and makes our feet and fingers glow’. The first 
line of the Victorian poem has seldom been relevant in the past few years, 
but extreme weather patterns crop up every now and again, sometimes 
even baffling professional forecasters. 

 
Imagine opening your front door and seeing nothing but snow. This was 
the dilemma that faced the residents of Coach Road, Barrow Nook, on the 
21st January 1940, when snowdrifts 10 feet high hit many parts of 
Bickerstaffe. 

 
The severe conditions began the day before at 3pm, as heavy rain from the 

east turned into snow and within a few hours, a blizzard with a force 

unseen for many a year battered the parish. 

 
By late evening, the 9pm bus from St Helens to Ormskirk, came to a halt in 
Ben Lane and passengers were given shelter overnight by local 
householders. 
 

 
Volunteer snow-cutters at the junction of Barrow Nook Lane and Coach 

Road - 23rd January 1940 
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Survival was the name of the game and the next morning shop-keepers 

brought in more rationing. Local Baker, William Huyton, offered 10 shillings 

(50p), for anyone to walk to Ormskirk and return with a ‘yeast’ for bread-

making. Farm-Worker/Home-Guard, Tom Leatherbarrow, volunteered for 

the arduous task and was given a rousing welcome when he arrived home, 

five hours later with the vital commodity. 

 
Eventually, able bodies men were recruited by the Council at 1/6d (7 ½ p) 
per hour, to cut pathways along the main route. Milk was delivered by 
horse and sleigh from Rimmer’s Dairy Store at Simonswood. 

 
After being cut off for a week, bulldozers were sent by the Ministry of 
Works who were based at Kirkby. 
 

 
Berry Street, Skelmersdale 1940 

 
Endowed School in background, now named Trinity School. Snowdrifts 
even occurred on Southport Beach and, although photographed by the 
‘press’, were not published until a thaw ensued. News about the weather 
situation was almost non-existent due to war-time regulations. 
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Snowbound Skelmersdale Railway Station, 1940 

 
Incredibly, the Parish was brought to a halt again in the following year, 
when the second heaviest snowfall was recorded. It was two decades later, 
in mid-January 1963, when the local newspaper reported ‘Bickerstaffe was 
worst hit by blizzards’. With no surrounding hills to give protection, the 
district was wide open to the gale force winds and swirling snow. 
 
Again, buses from Warrington and St. Helens had to turn back. Intake Lane 

was a motorist’s nightmare, with drifts on each side of the road preventing 

cars passing each other. Moreover, Postmen and Milkmen missed 

deliveries for three days. 

 
The Bickerstaffe Hall Farmer allowed motor wagons to travel inside the 

field, along the hedge, to avoid the harsh conditions of Hall Lane. Resolute 

Schoolteachers, Miss Woods and Miss Smith, set off to the school from 

Barrow Nook, armed with coal shovels, just in case they got stuck in snow 

drifts. 
 
Acknowledgements: Ormskirk Advertiser, Richard Appleton, Angela Chaderton. 

      Owen Taylor 
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford             

01744 886544 

Prescott             

0151 426 6069 
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir 

and the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to 

ensure we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  
Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  
February magazine is  

Wednesday 17th January. 
 

As always, please pass articles 
to myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish 
articles when space and 

copyright allows. Thank you for 
all your support. 

 
 

A Blessing 

May the love of the Father, 

the tenderness of the Son, 

and the presence of the Spirit, 

gladden your heart 

and bring peace to your soul, 

this day and all days, Amen. 

 

Source: John Birch 

www.faithandworship.com 

 

 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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