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Bible verse and prayer for 2018 
You will make known to me the path of life;  
In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Psalm 16:11 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
may the wind be ever at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face 
and the rain fall softly on your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

Traditional Irish blessing 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  
Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar at 
the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be made 

with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672 

 

DEPUTY CHURCH WARDEN   Edward McCarthy 07971 299606 
 

TREASURER   Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  

 
 
 

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 

 
Following Mission England in the 1980s, a number of 
annual Christian festivals were started including Spring 
Harvest, New Wine, Crossfire, and the Methodist 
festival, Easter People. Over the years, I managed to visit 
most of these festivals and would always come home 
feeling renewed by the bible teaching and worship. 
 

Pilgrimage has for many centuries, been a part of Christian spirituality. As 
well as visiting these evangelical Christian festivals, I have also visited 
Walsingham and Taizé and I have returned from them equally renewed. 
When I was younger, I would wish that church every Sunday was like a 
festival or a pilgrimage. Over the years I have come to realize that Christian 
spirituality is not something that is done to me when I go somewhere, but 
a discipline of prayer and service for which I personally, need to take 
responsibility. 
 
I remember thinking that the festival ‘Easter People’ had the best name. It 
was a reminder that the source of our faith was in the Easter acclamation, 
‘Halleluia! Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed! Halleluia!’ Our relationship 
with God is only possible because of the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Death was defeated for our sake and the price of our sins paid for by Christ 
on the cross. Easter People suggests that we have a collective identity 
because of Easter. 
 
At a recent Lent group, it was mentioned that when we return from the 
Easter services it feels like Easter is over and we move on to the next thing. 
Officially Easter is not a day but a season, which comes to an end fifty days 
later at Pentecost. But in reality Easter never comes to an end because the 
celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection needs to be a part of our 
every day experience and discipline as we pray and serve one another. As 
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a reminder that we are Easter People, maybe we could get into the habit 
of saying the blessing below each morning. 
 
 
May the celebration of resurrected life  
bring new hope to our being. 
May the victory over earthly death  
turn our eyes to the promises of heaven. 
May the empty tomb help us  
to leave our sorrows at the foot of the cross. 
So that God's hope, promises and forgiveness  
reign in our lives each day.  
Amen. 

Andrew 

Bishop Richard’s Easter Message 

Retirement is a strange thing to think about. You find 
yourself conflicted. On the one hand a chapter of your 
life and, in my case, ministry is closing. One where you 
hope you have contributed to the bringing of a glimpse 
of God’s kingdom into the world. On the other hand, you 
see a slightly less certain future mapped out. I am 
looking forward to retirement but wonder about what 
exactly that holds. 

I guess that is what change does. It excites and unsettles us in pretty much 
equal measure. I am very conscious of this in my own life. But I am equally 
conscious of this in the life of our diocese. Many churches, many 
individuals are seeing change around them or happening to them and that 
can be difficult. Many are trying to grapple with a desire to serve our 
communities and be a church that reaches more people in order to 
demonstrate the love that we know we receive from knowing Jesus. Others 
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worry about the many conflicting pressures that they see as they try to be 
church. We see many ideas and attempts to be part of church that can 
build and grow for the future and we wonder how they will work and will 
there be space for us in this new future. 

That’s perfectly natural and understandable. But we get it wrong if we let 
it overwhelm us. That way we become trapped, imprisoned and can often 
be consumed with rage trying to hold onto the status quo as if it were a 
security blanket. That is destructive. 

But the Easter story shows how we can be rooted in our past story while 
embracing what feels like an uncertain future. The Easter message is about 
hope. It is about the realisation that Jesus brings our fears and anxieties 
into one place and defeats them. It is when Jesus brought the entire history 
and future of God’s people together in his death and resurrection. The 
promise of eternal life, of the coming of God’s kingdom which flows from 
his sacrificial act brings immense joy to all. 

Of course, at the time the disciples didn’t instantly see that. They would 
have seen themselves staring at a future without their leader, their 
immediate source of inspiration. Scared and insecure they would have 
been unsure of the future. But surely the example of Jesus encouraging 
them to step out of the boat and face their fears will have given them 
strength. As we know, through the power of the spirit, they did step out 
into uncertainty. And we know how that transformed the world. 

I don’t claim such magnificence for myself nor do I make too many grand 
claims for the change we face in our churches and our lives. But I know we 
can all face that change because the Easter story shows us how something 
that seems so devastating is part of God’s great and victorious plan. 

 
Bishop Richard 
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Services in April 
 

 

St Michael, 
Aughton 

Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

1st April 
Easter Day 
White 
Acts 10.34-43;  
John 20.1-18 

6am Martin 
Sunrise Service 
 
8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30 Andrew 
Family Communion 

7am Andrew 
Early service at 
Mossock Hall 
 
10.45am Martin 
Family Communion 

8th April 
Easter 2 
White 
Acts 4.32-35;  
John 20.19-31 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Family Service 

15th April 
Easter 3 
White 
Acts 3.12-19;  
Luke 24.36b-48 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Parade Service 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

22nd April 
Easter 4 
White 
Acts 4.5-12;  
John 10.11-18 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 
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29th April 
Easter 5 
White 
Acts 8.26-40;  
John 15.1-8 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Martin 
Songs of Praise 

 

Worship & Learning 

There are many more resources from ROOTS for 
Churches Ltd on our website each week, including 
Bible Notes, reflections, and prayers for both 
children and older people. Please visit 
www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on the 
Bible icon. 

Worship & Learning 
 
1st April:  I have seen the Lord  
John 20:1-18 
 
Mary Magdalene visits Jesus’ tomb before dawn and finds it empty. She 
calls Peter and ‘the other disciple’, who see it but do not understand. Mary 
later tells the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’. 
 
A personal prayer 
You are risen from the dead, Jesus, my Saviour. 
You have conquered sin and death, Jesus, my Lord. 
This is the hope for which you came, Jesus, my Saviour. 
This is the day of resurrection, Jesus, my Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
 

http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
javascript:void(0)
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8th April:  The touch of peace 
John 20.19-31 
 
The risen Jesus greets his disciples in a locked room and gives them the 
Holy Spirit. Thomas says he will not believe without evidence – which he is 
later given. Jesus says that those who believe without having that evidence 
are blessed. 
 
A personal prayer 
When I hide in the crowd, send your peace, O God. 
When I seek solitude, send your peace, O Christ. 
When I reach out to you, send your peace, O Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

15th April:  Mixed emotions 
Luke 24.36b-48 
 
While two disciples are on their way to Emmaus, Jesus appears to them. 
He shows them his wounds to prove his identity and presence. He says that 
Scripture had foreseen that he would suffer and be raised to life. 
 
A personal prayer 
Through everything I experience this week, 
with all its ups and downs and emotions, 
help me to hold fast to the joy and hope your resurrection brings. Amen. 
 

22nd April:  Enfolded in God’s love 
John 10.11-18 
 
Jesus is the good shepherd, who lays down his life for his sheep. He knows 
his sheep, just as the Father knows him. There are others who will listen to 
him, and they must be brought into the fold too. 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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A personal prayer 
In the days when I walk in the shadows longing to feel the sunshine, remind 
me of your presence as the shepherd who cares for your sheep; reassure 
me that whatever I go through, you are there with me, leading me through 
into greener pasture. Amen. 
 
 
29th April:  God is love 
John 15.1-8 
 
Jesus is the true vine and his Father is the vine-grower. Fruitless branches 
are removed; fruitful branches are pruned so that they may become even 
more fruitful. The disciples are expected to bear good fruit. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord Jesus, you are the vine and I am one of the branches; 
remove every branch from me that bears no fruit 
and prevents healthy growth. 
You are the vine and I am one of the branches; 
help me to abide in you – 
in your words and in your love. Amen. 

 
Benefice News 
 
Communion in the Community 

 
The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall 
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful opportunity 
for outreach. Please invite friends!! All welcome! 
 
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  
1 Corinthians 11:26 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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St Michael’s Church Hall Wednesday 11th April (with soup lunch) and 
25th April, both at 11am.  
Bickerstaffe School Communion on Friday 27th April at 2.40pm.  
 
 
Lent reflections at Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe 
As in recent years, there will be a short reflection on Wednesday mornings 
8am followed by breakfast in Bickerstaffe School. All welcome. 
 
 
Men’s Breakfast  

The next breakfast will be Saturday 19th May. If you 
would are able to help with the cooking, please speak 
to Andrew. New members welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please 
bring them to be taken to the Salvation Army in 
Bootle. Thank you. 
 

 
 
Clothes Collections and Food Bank Collections 

As always, we would be grateful to receive good quality 
children’s clothes including school coats, and other 
school items such as football boots, and goggles, which 
will be donated to Litherland Moss School.  
 

We continue to collect men’s clothes for Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever, particularly in the 
Christmas Holidays. Non-perishable food items are therefore very much 
appreciated. Please leave any items at the back of church. Thank you. 
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Holy Week and Easter 
Holy Week Communion 
During Holy Week, there will be reflections 
with Holy Communion in St Michael’s Church 
Hall at 11am on the following days; 26th, 
27th, 28th March. 
 
Maundy Thursday  
There will be a symbolic Passover meal at 
each church from 7pm. 

 
Good Friday 
Good Friday liturgy at St Michael’s from 10am 
Hot Cross Bun Service at Holy Trinity from 10am 
Prayers around the cross (Taizé service) at Holy Trinity from 2pm 
 
Good Friday Walk of Witness 
The Churches Together in Ormskirk lead an annual Good Friday Service at 
the Clock Tower at 12noon followed by Hot Cross Buns in New Church 
House, next to the Parish Church. If you would like to take part in the walk 
of witness, then please meet at St Anne’s Parish Centre from 11.30pm. 
 

Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service at St Michael’s from 6am. 
Early Celebration at Mossock Hall from 7pm followed by 
hot drinks in the clubhouse. 
 
There will be an Easter Bonnet Parade (for all ages) 
during the 10.30am celebration at Aughton and at the 
10.45am celebration at Bickerstaffe. Following the 
services there will an egg hunt for the children. 

 

A Happy Easter To All Our Readers! 
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Confirmation 
This year’s Confirmation service will be at St Michael’s, Aughton on Sunday 
21st October at 4pm. Starting in September, there will be two confirmation 
classes, one for adults and the other for young people in school year 9. If 
you would like to be Confirmed this year, then please speak to Andrew. 
 

Fusion Youth Events for the 11 plus 
 
Fusion aims to bring together teenagers (11-18 years 
old) from all churches in Ormskirk & surrounding areas 
for encouragement, fun & friendship; 
 

 
Friday 13 April: Roller Skating at Wigan Roller Rink. Family skate 7pm until 
10pm. £5 per person £3 skates £2 spectators. Please let Anthony Bearon 
know by Wednesday 11th April if you wish to go along. Thanks. 
On Friday 11th May there will be a Film & Games Night at Christ Church.   
On 1st & 2nd June, Fusion will have a ‘Big Church Day Out’ at Capesthorne 
Hall, Cheshire, and on Saturday 9th June there will be a trip to Manley 
Mere.  Further information is available from Anthony Bearon. 
 

Rogation 
There will be a service to celebrate Rogation Sunday on 
Sunday 6th May at 3pm. This lovely service will be in a 
field at Hall Farm, Hall Lane, Bickerstaffe. Afterwards, 
there will be a bring-and-share tea in the barn. All 
welcome. 

 

Ascension Day 
There will be a Holy Communion service at St Michael’s on Thursday 10th 
May at 7.30pm to celebrate Ascension Day. 
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Trinity Sunday Songs of Praise 
As in previous years, there will be a Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe on Sunday 27th May at 4pm. 
 

Bickerstaffe News and Dates 
 

Dates for your diary 
 
13th April Wigan Ukulele Band 
19th April Shared Ministry Team meeting  
24th April Annual General Meeting followed by PCC 
28th April Table top sale at Four Lane Ends Mission 
6th May Rogation Service 
10th May Ascension Day Communion 
17th May Archdeacon’s Visitation 
9th June Treat Day 
15th June Charnock Richard Brass Band Concert (revised date) 
14th July Summer Fair (updated date) 
 
Special church services at 10.45am in 2018 
13th May Commemoration of the departed 
10th June First Communion Service 
15th July Bickerstaffe Civic Service 
9th September Back to Church Sunday 
14th October Harvest Celebration 
11th November Remembrance Service 
9th December Christingle Service 
 
 
Wedding Celebration  
On Friday 18th May at 10.30am, Bickerstaffe School will have a wedding 
celebration in the church to celebrate the wedding of Prince Harry to 
Meghan Markel. Further details will be in next month’s magazine. 
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Pastoral visits 
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak to 
Irene or Andrew. 
 

Commemoration of the departed   
On Sunday 13th May at 10.45am, a commemoration of the departed 
service will be held at Holy Trinity Church. A letter of invitation will be sent 
to the family of those who have had a funeral at Holy Trinity during the 
past year. During the service, the names of those who have passed away 
will be read out and there will be an opportunity to light a candle in 
memory of them. If you would like a loved one’s name to be remembered, 
then please add their name to a list at the back of church. 
 

Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, plus 
fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure they have 
a sheet and a bag. 
 

Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe 
If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a 
renewal form, which you can pick up in church. 
 

Bickerstaffe School Eucharist 
It has been lovely to see more members of the church attending the School 
Eucharist. The service is a very special and those who attend have said how 
much they have appreciated it. If you have not yet attended the service, 
do please come along on Friday 27th April at 2.40pm. 
 

Coffee Morning 
There will be a coffee morning on Wednesday 16th May from 10.30am at 
Four Lane End Mission. All welcome! 
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Thank you  
Thank you for the cards, prayers, flowers and phone calls during my recent 
stay in hospital. These acts of kindness and concern are very much 
appreciated.         Margaret Fairclough 
 

Grants  
Bickerstaffe Pensioners’ Social Fund 
The fund has been awarded £250 from the Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent 
Fund for the fund. On behalf of the fund many thanks.    Edward McCarthy 

 
Four Lane Ends Mission 
On behalf of The Four Lane Ends Mission Management Committee, I would 
like to thank all our funders for their generous donations/funding awards. 
The now completed car park looks great.          Edward McCarthy 
 
£200 from County Cllr Paul Greenall West Lancs East. 
£400 from County Cllr Julie Gibson Skelmersdale West. 
£500 West Lancashire Borough Council Community Chest. 
£500 The Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent Fund. 
 

From the Registers 

Burials: 
Barbara Elizabeth Naylor of Berry Street Skelmersdale aged 85 was buried 
on 6th February. 
Margaret Macgregor of Uppingham Skelmersdale aged 68, was buried on 
7th February. 
 
Baptisms: 
Sebastian Michael Dargan, son of Michael and Samantha Dargan of 
Bushey Lane, Rainford, was baptised on 4th March. 
Damien Carl Len Olverson, son of Joanne Olverson of Moss House Farm 
Bickerstaffe, and the late Damien Francis Edward Olverson. 
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Would you like to 

advertise here?  

If so, please contact  

the editor for further 

information.  

Thank you. 
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs 

22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ 

Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk 

 

mailto:or%20E-mail%20%20info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Prayer Time 

Creator of a universe 
beyond imagining 
yet close enough 
to hear a whispered prayer, 
and hold an outstretched hand. 
This is our God. 
We join a heavenly chorus 
joyfully declaring 
that those who seek will find 
and those who find will know 
such love and grace 
beyond imagining. 
This is our God. 
 

© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 

 
 

 

Murder Mystery Night in aid of  

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust  

Friday 11th May 7.30pm for 8pm 
Aughton Institute, Bold Lane L39 6SG 

Ticket price £15 which includes a hot supper 
For tickets contact Margaret Ellams  

mfellams@hotmail.com or 07753801345 
 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/
mailto:mfellams@hotmail.com
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May we daily be mindful 
not only of others’ needs 
but of those ourselves, 
taking time to be still, 
rest from our busyness, 
and in your embrace 
breathe in your peace, 
God of wholeness, we pray. 
 

© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 

 

God be in you. . . always 
God be in your resting 
God be in your waking 
God be in your busyness 
God be in your quietness 
God be in your speaking 
God be in your listening 
God be in your fullness 
God be in your emptiness 
God be in your laughing 
God be in your weeping 
God be in you . . . always 

 
© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 

 

 

May the peace of God enfold us, 
The love of God uphold us, 
The wisdom of God control us. 

 
© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/
http://www.faithandworship.com/
http://www.faithandworship.com/
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Mission Management Team Events 
 
Table Top Sale 
This popular event will return on Saturday 28th April from 10am in the Four 
Lane Ends Mission. £5 per table. Good quality Brick-a-Brac also required 
(no clothing). Please ring Sheila Prentice to book a table on 01695 727613. 
 

Social Events Diary 
Wigan Ukulele Band 

We are delighted that our friends from Wigan Ukulele 
Band have agreed to share another night of music and 
entertainment with us. A fun evening is expected on 
Friday 13th April at 7.30pm in Church. Entry by ticket in 
advance or on the door, price £6 with proceeds to Holy 
Trinity Church. Drink and light refreshments are 

included. Please note the Band fundraise for their local hospice and will 
therefore sell their new CD and have a voluntary retiring collection. Please 
do support this wonderful event and invite friends and neighbours! 
 

Charnock Richard Brass Band – Revised Date 
Charnock Richard Brass Band will be in Concert on Friday 15th June at 
7.30pm in Church. Further information will follow in due course. 
 

The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage  
Fancy a first class nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank? The 
Auberge evenings offer private dining locally, home cooked food in the 
comfort of a local private house, (we don't have Michelin stars, but we do 
have recommendations!). These gastronomic events are run by The 
Friends of Bickerstaffe Church, our aim is to generate funds for maintaining 
the church building - keeping the roof on, your feet warm and the loos 
working. 
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This is how it works - you gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee 
on 07954 210194 and we fix a date. If you're a smaller number, we will try 
to incorporate you with a similar group. Since we do not have a licence this 
allows you to bring your own wine etc. (no corkage charge!). For the meal 
we suggest a minimum donation of £35 per person. Diners do not need to 
be churchgoers, what's not to like? We look forward to your booking. 
 
 

Rotas 
Church Cleaning Rota 

6th April  Team 5   F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

13th April  Team 6   M Clarke, V Heyes 

20th April   Team 1   E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

27th April  Team 2   I McCarthy, Susan Kenny 

4th May   Team 3   A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

11th May  Team 4   B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor 

 

Please note: If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep 

our church beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a 

warden for further information.  Thank you. 

 

 

April Flower Rota 
1st April Easter Day (donations/helpers please) 
8th April  Flowers remain 
15th April Mrs Joy Bradshaw 
22nd April Vacant 
29th April Mrs Gladys Gardner 
6th May Mrs Lesley Rawlinson 

 
If you are able to offer any help with the Flower Rota, please contact Sheila 
Beeby. Many thanks.  
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‘Bickerstaffe Coal Mining’   By Owen Taylor 
 

As the great impetus of the Industrial Revolution demanded more power, 
the search for coal became a National priority. There are many early 
references to coal usage in Bickerstaffe. An entry from the ‘Overseer of the 
Poor’ accounts in 1711 reads, ‘Paid for seven baskets of coals and loading 
them 1s 10½. Another poignant entry mentions, W. Greenup, being paid 
£1.2s in 1802, for the Atherton’s boys funeral expenses, after being killed 
in his coal-mine. 
 
It was about this time that large deposits of coal were discovered along the 
Eastern boundary of the parish, extending from Ferny Knoll to Causeway 
Moss. The development of the coal-field was fairly rapid. By 1828, Coal 
Proprietors Bromilow and Foster and Henry Foster, had become household 
names. The former built a tramway from Four Lane Ends via Gorsey Bank 
to Ferny Knoll, whilst the latter built many miners’ houses at Colliers Row 
and Coal Pit Lane. 
 
The 1845 Ordinance Survey Map records more than a dozen Coal Pits 
operating in Bickerstaffe, six concentrated in the area of Gorsey Bank. A 
large number of these were primitive affairs, using ‘Mangle-type’ winding 
gear. The two main deep mines listed in 1880, were the Rushbye and 
Ferney Knoll Pits. The first employed 173 and in the second, 33 miners 
were employed. 
 
However, by the turn of the century, most of the old mines had been 
worked out, but in 1899, excavations began for a new deep mine on the 
Western side of Rainford Road. There was so much enthusiasm about the 
venture, Coal-Proprietors, Foster-Williams, invited local School Teachers 
and Pupils to witness the inauguration ceremony. The Manager’s daughter, 
Miss Williams, was positioned in a roped-off square, armed with a silver 
spade to dig out the first sod of earth at the centre of the Mine-shaft. 
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In August the following year, their expectations were fulfilled when coal 
was hoisted up from a depth of 206 yards, hewn from a seam measuring 
seven feet in thickness, known as Rushey Park. The impact of the coal 
mining boom is reflected in the Colliery statistics. In 1899, numbers 
employed were 64, but by 1918, they had risen to 525. 
 

 
Map showing position of the different mines in Bickerstaffe. 

 

 
Diagram showing the local coal seams. Mountain Mine was nearest the surface. The 
number of seams, the depth and also the names of the seams varied from one mine to 
another.  
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Bickerstaffe Colliery 1900 – 1936 (Existing Dirt Rook with Trees planted 1954) 

 

 
 
With the realisation that more rich seams of coal existed in the area, a 
decision was made to sink a second shaft in 1901. Unfortunately, during 
the early stages of this activity, a fatality occurred, when Mining Engineer 
James Appleton, fell off a scaffold at 146 yards deep. His body was 
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retrieved a day later, having fallen a further 80 yards into an underground 
lake. An inquest was held at Stanley Gate Inn. 
 
The main roads in the mine were 5ft high, but tunnels leading off were only 
3ft, 6 inches high*. Miners could walk a mile distance in these conditions, 
usually with a lamp hung on their collar. A Bradish (a felt curtain), was hung 
over a shaft which was finished or unsafe. Miners kept their food in ‘tommy 
tins’, to prevent mice contamination. They never killed mice, because if 
they were present, it meant there was no ‘firedamp’ (Methane Gas) in the 
area. 
 

 
Both photos show the Bickerstaffe Colliery Miners’ Strike in 1912 

 

The Colliery’s heyday was in the 1920s, when the output of ‘Arley-mine’ 
was at record levels and deemed to be some of the best quality coal in 
Lancashire. There was a near disaster on December 12th 1932, when a 
generator caught fire. Miners had to run for their lives. Winder, Mr Gerrard 
and the Colliery Manager were both praised for their coolness when 
operating under extreme difficulties and bringing everyone up safely. 
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The Colliery ceased operation on October 24th, 1936 and the ‘Dirt Rooks’ 
(Spoil Heaps) were planted with trees in 1954, by Lancashire County 
Council. Another old ventilation shaft was re-opened at Gorsey Bank, by a 
group of local business men in 1935. Unfortunately though, production of 
‘Mountain Mine Coal’ ended there in May 1940, when extractor pumps 
failed to cope with the deluge of water entering from other defunct mines. 
 
Most of the defunct mines in Bickerstaffe can be reached today by Public 
Footpaths. 
 
 

 
Gorsey Bank Colliery around 1938. Local Shareholders were William and Robert Taylor of 

Barrow Nook and Harold Roberts of Skelmersdale 

 
* Note: 100 yards = 91.44 metres.  1 foot = 30.48 centimetres. 
 
Acknowledgements:  Harold Lowe, Richard Pownall, Lancashire Record 
Office, Ormskirk Advertiser, William Taylor, Edward Pennington, Angela 
Chaderton 

Owen Taylor 
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The Mothers’ Union 

Our March meeting was a talk by Fiona Hopkins on Safe 
Families for Children. This is a movement of the Church 
for families who are experiencing difficult times. 
Families who benefit from this scheme usually need the 
support for a short period of time. Sometimes 

volunteers to the organization will look after children for a weekend or just 
for a night or two whilst Mum is in hospital. They also do ‘jobs around the 
house’ such as decorating children’s bedrooms and providing much 
needed support for single parents. 
 
On April 17th we are hosting the Deanery Festival here in Church. Next 
month’s meeting is a speaker from the Women’s Refuge in Ormskirk and 
we are collecting items for women. These women might have left their 
homes in a hurry and need basic goods like toothpaste, shampoo and other 
toiletries. 

Irene McCarthy 
 
 
The Women’s Institute 

The next meeting is on Monday 23rd April starting at 
7.30pm at The Mission. We welcome back for the third 
time an "old" favourite and excellent speaker Mrs. 
Joanne Halliwell with her talk entitled ‘Happy Ever 
After’. We really enjoyed Joanne's first talk, which was 

called ‘Betsy the Scullery Maid’ and also the second when Betsy gained 
promotion to be Betsy the Housekeeper. In this third talk ‘Happy Ever 
After’, Betsy marries the man of the house - a man of significant wealth. 
Please join us for what promises to be a thoroughly hilarious and 
entertaining evening. Visitors and new members are always welcome. 
 
For more information please contact Margaret Fairclough telephone 
01695 729161. 
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 
We welcome new members, 

visitors and students alike and 

hope that they enjoy being part of 

a friendly local group. 

 
Meetings resume on 1st October 
2018 at 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends 
Mission. Further info. via 01704 
631191. 
 

www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford             

01744 886544 

Prescott             

0151 426 6069 
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and 

the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure 

we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  
Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

May magazine is  
Friday 20th April. 

 
As always, please pass articles to 

myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish articles 
when space and copyright allows. 

Thank you for all your support. 
 

 

And Finally…. 

 

Be thou my vision, Lord,  
this day and every day, 

the centre of my life,  
the focus of my thoughts. 

 
Be thou my wisdom, Lord,  

the inspiration of my words, 
in every situation,  

Your Spirit my support. 

 

© John Birch 
www.faithandworship.com 

 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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