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Bible verse and prayer for 2018 
You will make known to me the path of life;  
In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Psalm 16:11 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
may the wind be ever at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face 
and the rain fall softly on your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

Traditional Irish blessing 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  
Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar at 
the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be made 

with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672 

 

DEPUTY CHURCH WARDEN   Edward McCarthy 07971 299606 
 

TREASURER   Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  

 
 
 

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear friends, 
 

At a recent collective worship at both church schools, I 
asked a couple of children to tie a shoelace together. It 
soon became clear that it would have been so much 
easier for them to do it by themselves. The message of 
the assembly was the importance of working together 
and in doing so, the need to listen and encourage. The 
Christian mission is based upon the belief that God 
works in partnership with His Church to extend His 

Kingdom. I have no doubt that there have been times when He has had His 
face in His hands, but He has never brushed us aside. 
 
This month we celebrate Pentecost, the feast when we celebrate God 
sending the Holy Spirit and giving birth to His Church. The Acts of the 
Apostles teaches us of the transforming work of the Holy Spirit in the life 
of the early church. We need to remember that the work of the Holy Spirit 
did not begin and end in the first century. The same Holy Spirit is at work 
in God’s church today. The evidence of His presence is in the behaviour of 
individuals’ lives, how we encourage one another and work towards 
sharing the good news of Jesus in both word and action. It has to be said, 
things did not always run smoothly for the early church. There were splits 
and arguments, leading Paul to write letters to encourage love and unity.  
 
Each one of us is part of a group or a number of groups within the church. 
PCC, SMT, Fellowship, Mothers Union, Book Club, Bible Study group, even 
the group we sit with for coffee after the service, to name but a few. When 
we meet, we meet in the presence of Christ and share the gift of His Holy 
Spirit. Let us remember the purpose of the Holy Spirit is to enable and 
encourage us to extend God’s Kingdom, while also leading us to grow in 
our love for one another.  
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St. Augustine’s Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,  
that my thoughts may all be holy.  
Act in me, O Holy Spirit,  
that my work, too, may be holy.  
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,  
that I love but what is holy.  
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit,  
to defend all that is holy.  
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit,  
that I always may be holy.   Amen. 

Andrew 
 

Services in May 
 

 

St Michael, 
Aughton 

Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

6th May 
Easter 6 
White 
1 John 5.1-6;  
John 15.9-17 
 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins 
10.30am 
Hall Service 
 
4pm Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
3pm Andrew 
Rogation Service at 
Hall Farm 

13th May 
Easter 7 
White 
1 John 5.9-13;  
John 17.6-19 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Family Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Commemoration of 
the departed 
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20th May 
Pentecost 
Red 
Romans 8.22-27;  
John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am 
Andrew/Martin 
Pentecost Praise 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 

27th May 
Trinity Sunday 
White 
Romans 8.12-17;  
John 3.1-17 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
10.30am Andrew 
Service of Baptism 
 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

 

 

Worship & Learning 

There are many more resources from ROOTS for 
Churches Ltd on our website each week, including 
Bible Notes, reflections, and prayers for both 
children and older people. Please visit  

 
 

 
6th May: Lasting fruit  John 15.9-17 
 
Jesus encourages the disciples to keep his commandments and, above all, 
to love one another as he loved them. The greatest expression of love is to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends and, he says, his friends are those who 
do what he commands. 
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A personal prayer 
Just as I am, with the love I have,  
with the love of you I know,  
so guide me, God, in all I do and in all I am,  
to bear fruit for you.   
Amen. 
 
 
 
13th May: Jesus’ prayer  John 17.6-19 
 
Before his arrest, Jesus prays for his disciples that they may be one as he is 
one with the Father. He asks that they may be protected from the evil one, 
and sanctified in the truth. 
 
A personal prayer 
I often am not sure I am worthy to be called a Christian.  
I often am not sure I understand all it means.  
I often am not sure I know myself.  
I often am in turmoil over what is truth and what is not,  
it’s hard to know.  
Give me, O God, discernment  
that I may live my life according to your will. Amen. 
 
 
 
20th May: Life after Jesus  John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15 
 
Jesus will send the Advocate, the Spirit of truth, to testify on his behalf, and 
guided by the Spirit the disciples will continue the testimony to the world. 
The Spirit will glorify Jesus and instruct the disciples about what is still to 
come. 
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A personal prayer 
Lord, I am not who I want to be… 
well not always, maybe not often.  
But you take me as I am, and you give to me.  
Fill me with the urge to love more, to care more,  
to know more, to share more  - in your name.  
Kindle within me the love I have of you, 
that it may warm the hearts of those I know and love,  
that I may pass the flame and share the gentle breeze,  
and offer the peace of the reassuring dove.  
I am not who I want to be…but you can transform me.  
Make me who you want me to be. Amen. 
 
 
 
27th May: Children of God  John 3.1-17 
 
Speaking to Nicodemus late at night, Jesus says that to see the kingdom of 
God, one must be born of water and the Spirit, and to receive eternal life 
one must believe in God’s only Son. 
 
A personal prayer 
When I hear your voice, Lord God,  
when I hear you whispering my name,  
when I hear you call ‘Whom shall I send?’ –  
give me the courage, the love, the faith  
to respond as Isaiah did: ‘Here am I; send me!’ 
Amen. 
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Benefice News 
 
Communion in the Community 

 
The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall 
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful opportunity 
for outreach. Please invite friends!! All welcome! 
 
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”      1 
Corinthians 11:26 
 
St Michael’s Church Hall Wednesday 9th May with our friends from St Mark 
Scarisbrick, followed by a soup lunch, and on 30th May (Communion only) 
both at 11am.  
 
Bickerstaffe School Communion on Friday 25th May at 2.40pm.  
 
 
Confirmation 
This year’s Confirmation service will be at St Michael’s, Aughton on Sunday 
21st October at 4pm. Starting in September, there will be two confirmation 
classes, one for adults and the other for young people in school year 9. If 
you would like to be Confirmed this year, then please speak to Andrew. 
 
 
Rogation 

There will be a service to celebrate Rogation Sunday on 
Sunday 6th May at 3pm. This lovely service will be in a 
field at Hall Farm, Hall Lane, Bickerstaffe. Afterwards, 
there will be a bring-and-share tea in the barn. All 
welcome. 
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Ascension Day 
There will be a Holy Communion service at St Michael’s on Thursday 10th 
May at 7.30pm to celebrate Ascension Day. 
 

Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Michael’s, Aughton  
The Archdeacons visitation is primarily for sideman and church wardens. 
The service will be on 17th May and start at 7.30pm. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
The next breakfast will be Saturday 12th May at Bickerstaffe School. If you 
are able to help with the cooking, please speak to Andrew. We especially 
need more volunteers to arrive early to set up about 8am and also stay 
behind to tidy up and mop the floor in the kitchen. New members 
welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be taken 
to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you. 
 

Charity Collections 
A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes and 
other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will be 
donated to Litherland Moss School.  
 
Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Non-perishable 
food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please leave any items at 
the back of church. Thank you so much for your ongoing support. 
 

Friends of St Michael’s ‘Strawberries & Fizz’ Tickets On Sale Now! 
On Friday 8th June 7.00pm for 7.30pm in the Church and Church grounds, 
we will have an evening filled with Swing, Strawberries and Fizz. Tickets are 
£10.00 (no charge for children) from Jean Parker or Ann Barnes. 
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Fusion Youth Events for the 11 plus 

 
Fusion aims to bring together teenagers (11-18 years 
old) from all churches in Ormskirk & surrounding areas 
for encouragement, fun & friendship. 
 

 
On Friday 11th May there will be a Film & Games Night at Christ Church. 
On 1st & 2nd June, Fusion will have a ‘Big Church Day Out’ at Capesthorne 
Hall, Cheshire, and on Saturday 9th June there will be a trip to Manley 
Mere.  Further information is available from Anthony Bearon. 
 

Trinity Sunday Songs of Praise 
As in previous years, there will be a Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe on Sunday 27th May at 4pm. 

 
 
Bickerstaffe News and Dates 
 

Dates for your diary 
6th May Rogation Service 
10th May Ascension Day Communion 
17th May Archdeacon’s Visitation 
27th May Trinity Evensong 
9th June Treat Day 
15th June Charnock Richard Brass Band Concert (revised date) 
14th July Summer Fair (updated date) 
 
Special church services at 10.45am in 2018 
13th May Commemoration of the departed 
10th June First Communion Service 
15th July Bickerstaffe Civic Service 
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9th September Back to Church Sunday 
14th October Harvest Celebration 
11th November Remembrance Service 
9th December Christingle Service 
 

Wedding Celebration  
On Friday 18th May at 10.30am, Bickerstaffe School will have a wedding 
celebration in the church to celebrate the wedding of Prince Harry to 
Meghan Markel. All welcome! 
 

Pastoral visits 
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak to 
Irene or Andrew. 
 

Commemoration of the departed   
On Sunday 13th May at 10.45am, a commemoration of the departed 
service will be held at Holy Trinity Church. A letter of invitation will be sent 
to the family of those who have had a funeral at Holy Trinity during the 
past year. During the service, the names of those who have passed away 
will be read out and there will be an opportunity to light a candle in 
memory of them. If you would like a loved one’s name to be remembered, 
then please add their name to a list at the back of church. 
 

Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, plus 
fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure they have 
a sheet and a bag. 
 

Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe 
If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a 
renewal form, which you can pick up in church. 



Page 12  

 
Sporting Challenge Coffee Morning 
There will be a coffee morning on Wednesday 16th May from 10.30am 
until noon at Four Lane End Mission. Entry £5 on the door. £1 a strip for 
the raffle and a chance to meet each other and chat.      Edward McCarthy 

 

Primrose Cottage Coffee Morning  
As usual, we all enjoyed a very happy and relaxed morning full of laughter 
and chatter.  A very big “thank you” to everyone who attended and helped 
in any way at all, including some very welcome friends from St Michael’s, 
Aughton. Together we made a very successful event. Thank you also to the 
people who so very generously donated money, cakes and raffle prizes to 
the Coffee Morning enabling us to raise £475 for the Church funds.  

Norma Rimmer. 
 

Book Club 
Next book is ‘Persuasion’ by Jane Austen. We will meet on Wednesday 16th 
May from 8.00pm at The Derby Arms in Aughton. All Welcome! 

Steve Hall 
 

The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage  
Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank? The 
Auberge evenings offer private dining locally, home cooked food in the 
comfort of a local private house, (we don't have Michelin stars, but we do 
have recommendations!). These gastronomic events are run by The 
Friends of Bickerstaffe Church, our aim is to generate funds for maintaining 
the church building  
 
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 07954 210194 and 
we fix a date. If you're a smaller number, we will try to incorporate you 
with a similar group. Since we do not have a licence this allows you to bring 
your own wine etc. (no corkage charge!). For the meal we suggest a 
minimum donation of £35 per person. Diners do not need to be 
churchgoers, what's not to like? We look forward to your booking. 
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Wigan Ukulele Band Concert 
A fabulous evening of music and entertainment was enjoyed recently at 
church, and the evening raised a magnificent £470. Many thanks for your 
support. 
 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Forgive us, Lord when doubts assail, 
we miss your whisper, stray from the path, 
or fail to see you in friend or stranger. 
Open our hearts and minds 
to the understanding of your Word, 
and grant us a faith  
lived in the light of your resurrection life. 
Give us ears to hear you, eyes to see you, 
and feet to follow wherever you might lead. 

 
© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 

 
 

That we can glimpse you within creation 
is a beautiful thought 
but also tells us that you desire to be seen 
to be found and known. 
Open our eyes, Lord,  
as we walk through this world, 
feel the wind and sunshine, 
see the majesty of creation 
unfolding before our eyes. 
Help us to see you. Amen. 

© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/
http://www.faithandworship.com/
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Would you like to 

advertise here?  

If so, please contact  

the editor for further 

information.  

Thank you. 
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Planting A Biblical Garden: Bitter Herbs  
When the people of Israel were about to escape from 
Egypt for the Promised Land, they ate their first 
Passover meal – roast meat, unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs - a reminder of their harsh treatment in 
slavery.  (Exodus 12:8 and Numbers 9:11).  They would 
probably have plucked whatever leaves were available.  

Today, Jews celebrate their Passover meal with two kinds of bitter herbs 
choosing from chicory, horseradish, lettuce or parsley. 
 
If you are going to plant lettuce in your Biblical garden it is worth 
mentioning that the ancient form resembled our present day Cos lettuce, 
so I suggest you sow Little Gem, which is easy to grow and hearts up very 
quickly.  Horseradish and chicory are really not suitable for small gardens, 
but we can grow parsley.  The seed is very slow to germinate – patience is 
definitely required.  Folklore says that parsley grows well where the 
woman of the house is the boss.  What can I say?  Except I grow both the 
curled and flat leaved varieties very successfully!  Maybe I am just a patient 
soul!  
 
There are six items on the Seder plate, including two types of bitter herbs, 
maror and chazeret.  Here they are using horseradish and Romaine lettuce 

Pauline Moran, St Philips’ Church, Litherland 
 
 

Music At Liverpool Cathedral 

Spring Organ Recital. Lee Ward, Director of Music at Liverpool Cathedral, 
will give a recital on Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 11:15am - 12:45pm.  
Music includes works by Mendelssohn and Elgar. £5. 
 
Handel’s ‘Messiah’ will be performed by The Liverpool Metropolitan 

Cathedral Choir and Liverpool Cathedral Choir accompanied by a 16-piece 

chamber orchestra at 7.30pm on 12 May. £10. 
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs 

22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ 

Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk 

 

mailto:or%20E-mail%20%20info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Fundraising for The Ava Foundation 

 
On 10th June, Mo Segar from St Michael’s 8.15am congregation is taking 
on the challenging ‘Hero Assault Course’ at Avenham Park, Preston in aid 
of The Ava Foundation. This small charity exists to support children, young 
people, and their families who have a cancer diagnosis and/or a condition 
that requires them to undergo a bone marrow or stem cell transplant at 
Royal Manchester Children's Hospital and Alder Hey Hospitals. Inspired by 
their own family's journey through childhood cancer, The Ava Foundation 
raises money to fund 'Be There' boxes. Boxes contain treats and essentials 
to help support children and their families whilst in isolation.  

 
If you would like to support Mo, he would welcome any donation passed 
to him in person or via a Warden, or alternatively, please visit: 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/mohansegarajasinghe1 
 
Thank you for your support. Every penny counts! 
 

 

Murder Mystery Night in aid of  

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust  

Friday 11th May 7.30pm for 8pm 
Aughton Institute, Bold Lane L39 6SG 

Ticket price £15 which includes a hot supper 
For tickets contact Margaret Ellams  

mfellams@hotmail.com or 07753801345 
 

 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/mohansegarajasinghe1
mailto:mfellams@hotmail.com
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Rotas 
Church Cleaning Rota 

4th May  Team 3   A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 

11th May Team 4   B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor 

18th May Team 5   F Brownbill, S Prentice, M Prentice 

25th May Team 6   M Clarke, V Heyes 

1st June  Team 1   E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 

8th June Team 2   I McCarthy, Susan Kenny 

 

Please note: If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep 

our church beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a 

warden for further information.  Thank you. 

 

 

Flower Rota 

6th May Mrs Lesley Rawlinson 
13th May Mrs Sheila Prentice 
20th May Mrs Alma Mercer 
27th May Mrs Irene McCarthy 
 

If you would like further information about volunteering to do the church 

flowers, please contact Sheila Beeby. Thank you. 

 

 

Timesaver Computer Drop In Sessions 
Do you need help with a laptop, tablet, or mobile 
phone? Bring it to our session and we will help you 
learn new skills. The session will be on 19th April and 
26th April 2pm-4pm at Four Lane Ends Mission. We 
will then break for summer. Sessions are free, but you 
are most welcome to donate to our charity. 
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Timesavers are a small parent run charity providing training and work 
experience in office and computer skills for people with moderate learning 
difficulties. We are looking for local employers to offer short periods of 
office work experience one or two morning per week for the people we 
support to give them an insight into the world of work. 

Further information is available from Edward McCarthy, tel 07971 299606 
or Email westlancsedward@btinternet.com.  
 

The Mothers’ Union 
 
We had a Deanery service here in Church on April 17th, 
when we welcomed members from five other branches. 
Thank you to all who helped to make it a success. 
 

 
Our meeting the following day was a talk by a representative from 
Women’s refuge. This organization has been effective for over thirty years 
and is based at the Liberty Centre in Ormskirk. They help ladies and 
children who due to various circumstances, have had to leave their homes. 
We meet again on May 16th and welcome anyone that would care to join 
us for an afternoon of fellowship.               Irene McCarthy 
 

The Women’s Institute 
The next meeting is on Monday 21st May at 7.30pm at 
the Mission. The speaker is Mr. John Spurr, whose talk 
is entitled ‘Anyone for Tennis?’. John, a retired tennis 
umpire, will relate his experience as a Wimbledon 
umpire from 1983-2012 when he hung up his blazer. 

During his career John has umpired and met many famous players. As 
usual, visitors and new members are always welcome. For more 
information please contact Margaret Fairclough telephone 01695 729161. 

mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 
We welcome new members, 

visitors and students alike and 

hope that they enjoy being part of 

a friendly local group. 

 
Meetings resume on 1st October 
2018 at 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends 
Mission. Further info. via 01704 
631191. 
 

www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford             

01744 886544 

Prescott             

0151 426 6069 
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and 

the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure 

we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  
Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

June magazine is  
Friday 18th May 

 
As always, please pass articles to 

myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish articles 
when space and copyright allows. 

Thank you for all your support. 
 

 

And Finally…. 

 

God’s love surround you,  

God’s Spirit guide you, 

God’s whisper cheer you,  

God’s peace calm you, 

God’s shield protect you,  

God’s wisdom arm you, 

wherever God may lead you. 

 

© John Birch 
www.faithandworship.com 

 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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