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Bible verse and prayer for 2018 
You will make known to me the path of life;  
In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Psalm 16:11 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
may the wind be ever at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face 
and the rain fall softly on your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

Traditional Irish blessing 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  

Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 
made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672 

 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Edward McCarthy 07971 299606 
 

TREASURER   Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  

 
 
 

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I recently read that a survey of 5,000 adults asked what made us 
unique as a nation. Several stereotypical British attributes made the 
list, including a stiff upper lip, an overriding interest in class and a love 
of tea. But, the most mentioned trait was talking about the weather. 
When I think of the times I chat about the weather to different people 
in different places, I think the survey is quite accurate! Certainly, we’ve 
had a lot to talk about in recent weeks with the heat wave. Brown 
lawns, tarmac melting, wild fires, farmers unable to plant seed, the 
possibility of a hosepipe ban, the list goes on. We don’t usually 
experience extreme weather like in other parts of the world and so 
when we get more rain or more snow or more sun than we are used 
to, the national past time of talking about the weather goes up a gear. 
 
When I think of extreme weather in the bible, I think of Noah and the 
flood. One of my favourite bible verses comes after the flood when 
God makes a covenant with Noah and says, “As long as the world 
exists, there will be a time for planting and a time for harvest. There 
will always be cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night.” God 
is promising balance so that we are able to provide for ourselves, but 
we know that this is not the case for all people all of the time. Extreme 
weather affects a nation’s ability to keep all their citizens safe and 
limits their ability to grow food. This is seen every year like for example 
hurricane Maria, which devastated much of the Caribbean last year. 
 
In extreme hot or cold conditions, we often think of those local to us 
who may need some shopping or help. It is also our duty to rally 
around for those not so local, when they experience difficulties. God 
will always provide for those in need, by working with his church and 
people to bring care and relief, whatever the weather. 
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God of compassion, 
you hear the cries of all who are in trouble or distress; 
accept our prayers for those  
whose lives are affected by extreme weather: 
strengthen them in their hour of need, 
grant them perseverance and courage to face the future 
and be to them a firm foundation on which to build their lives; 
this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Andrew 
 

Services in August 

 

St Michael, Aughton 
Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

5th August 
Trinity 10 
Green 
Exodus 16.2-4,9-15; 
Ephesians 4.1-16;  
John 6.24-35 

8.15am Sylvia 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Matins 
 
4pm Judith 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Martin 
Bickerstock Songs of 
Praise 

12th August 
Trinity 11 
Green 
1 Kings 19.4-8; Ephesians 
4.25-5.2;  
John 6.35,45-51 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Family Communion 
 
6.30pm Christchurch 
Evening Service 
 
 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 
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19th August 
Trinity 12 
Green 
Proverbs 9:1-6 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58  

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Morning Prayer 
 
4pm Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Martin 
Family Service 

26th August 
Trinity 13 
Green 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Lynn Camp 
Family Communion 
6.30pm Christchurch 
Evening Service 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

 
 
Worship & Learning 

There are many more resources from ROOTS 
for Churches Ltd on our website each week, 
including Bible Notes, reflections, and 
prayers for both children and older people. 
Please visit www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk 
and click on the Bible icon. 

 
 
5th August:  Gifts to all people 
Ephesians 4.1-16 
Paul urges the Ephesians to be humble, gentle, patient and loving. He 
reminds them of the gifts that God gives to a community, to equip 
them to be one body in Christ, with each part working together 
properly for the good of the whole. 
 
 

http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
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A personal prayer 
Lord, I thank you that I have my part to play in the work of your body.  
Thank you for all the people and things that support my walk with you.  
Please help me to support others in turn. Amen. 
 

12th August:  Imitators of God 
Ephesians 4.25-5.2 
Paul encourages the Ephesians to speak the truth, to work hard and 
honestly for the common good, and to be ‘imitators of God’ – living in 
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. 
 
A personal prayer 
Dear Lord, I ask you to forgive me 
for the times I don’t act in a way that honours you.  
I know that sometimes I concentrate  
so much on getting the big things right  
that I forget that the little and the in-between things 
matter just as much.  
Help me to walk your way Lord. Amen. 
 

19th August: Party people 
Ephesians 5.15-20 
Paul exhorts the Ephesians to be wise, to understand the will of the 
Lord and be filled with the Spirit, as they sing and make music – giving 
thanks to God, always and for everything, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
A personal prayer 
O God, your love is my all. 
It wraps me as a blanket, tight and secure. 
It is the carpet I walk on, a spring to my step. 
It is the breath that I breathe. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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26th August: Standing firm together 
Ephesians 6.10-20 
Paul encourages the Ephesians to be strong in the Lord, to put on the 
whole armour of God, that they may stand firm against any foe. He 
tells them to persevere in prayer, and he asks them to pray for him. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord, I know that if I trust you to protect me, 
you will give me whatever I need to keep me safe, 
and to keep me fighting on your side. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Benefice News 
Communion in the Community 

The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall 
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful 
opportunity for outreach. Please invite friends!! 

“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  

1 Corinthians 11:26 

St Michael’s Hall from 11am on 8th August (coffee morning), 22nd 
August, and 29th August. All welcome! 
 

Confirmation 
This year’s Confirmation Service will be at St 
Michael’s, Aughton on Sunday 21st October at 4pm. 
Starting in September, there will be two 
confirmation classes, one for adults and the other 
for young people in school year 9. If you would like 
to be Confirmed this year, then please speak to 
Andrew. 

javascript:void(0)
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Men’s Breakfast 
The next breakfast will be held at 9am on Saturday 8th September at 
St Michael’s Hall. If you are able to help with the cooking, please speak 
to Andrew. We especially need more volunteers to arrive early to set 
up (about 8am) and also to stay behind to tidy up and mop the floor in 
the kitchen. New members welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be 
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you. 
 
 
Charity Collections 

A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes 
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will 
be donated to Litherland Moss School. 

 
Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and 
the Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Non-
perishable food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please 
leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support. 
 
 
Fusion Youth Events for the 11plus 
Aims: To bring together teenagers (11-18 years old) from all churches 
in Ormskirk & surrounding areas for encouragement, fun & friendship; 
To give opportunities for young people to invite friends to join in; To 
encourage and give opportunities for Youth Leaders whose numbers 
are small; To periodically introduce meaningful Christian input. 
Further information from Anthony Bearon. 
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Book Club 
The next book is “Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine” by Gail 
Honeyman. 
 
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine is the smart, warm, and uplifting story of 
an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose deadpan weirdness and unconscious 
wit make for an irresistible journey as she realizes. The only way to survive is 
to open your heart. 

 
Please do join us at the Derby Arms Pub from 8pm on Wednesday 19th 
September.  
 
 
Garden Party at Bishop’s Lodge Woolton Park, L25 6DT 
Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship in the beautiful gardens 
of Bishop’s Lodge on Sunday 16th September, 2pm-4pm. 
Refreshments will be served plus Live Music, Garden Games, Treasure 
hunt and activities suitable for all the family. Come and enjoy the 
space, everyone is welcome young and old. You are welcome to bring 
your own picnic blankets or deckchairs. No dogs allowed. There are a 
limited number of places available please book early to avoid 
disappointment. 
 
Booking is essential via e-mail:- sarah.james@liverpool.anglican.org. 

Please state contact name and number of tickets requested for 
children and adults. 
 

Bickerstaffe News and Dates 

 
1st September  Churchyard tidy 
18th September Parochial Church Council (new date) 
27th September Shared Ministry Team 
 

mailto:sarah.james@liverpool.anglican.org
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Special church services at 10.45am in 2018 
9th September First Communion 
14th October  Harvest Celebration 
11th November Remembrance Service 
9th December  Christingle Service 
 
Pastoral Visits 
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please 
speak to Irene or Andrew. 
 
Churchyard Tidy 
On Saturday 1st September from 10am we will meet to tidy the 
churchyard and to also remove old Christmas wreaths. Please bring 
tools and bin bags...the more the merrier! 
 
Armistice Centenary Weekend 
This year celebrates the centenary of the signing of the armistice, 
which ended the First World War. In remembrance of this we are 
planning a weekend of events at Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe starting 
Friday 9th November. More details to follow.  
 
Bench 
The Parish Council are planning to buy a new bench to remember the 
centenary of the armistice. It will be positioned near the war memorial 
in the church grounds. The Parish Council are considering several 
bench designs, and would welcome your comments. Please see the 
display at the back of church and complete the slips of paper with your 
preference.   
 
Summer Fair 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed in any way to the enjoyable 
afternoon. Together, we raised a wonderful £858.70 for church funds.                   

Andrew 
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Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, 
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure 
they have a sheet and a bag. 
 

The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage 

Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank? 
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 07954 210194 
and we fix a date. For the meal we suggest a minimum donation of £35 
per person. Diners do not need to be churchgoers, what's not to like? 
We look forward to your booking. 
 

 

Prayer Time 

For all those who woke this morning 
to the loneliness of bereavement -  
the empty bed or chair, 
an unaccustomed quietness, 
a life now incomplete - 
may they know your presence 
in the stillness of the day, 
and through the love of friends 
who offer their condolence. 
And in the darker moments 
may they reach out to hold your hand 
and feel the warmth of the One 
who has already passed from death to life 
to welcome others into God’s Kingdom. 
 
© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 
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‘The Changes in Bickerstaffe Over the Last 60 Years’ – Billy Gardiner 
 
As a child I grew up living on Rainford Road in Bickerstaffe and over 
the many years which I have lived here for, I have observed countless 
changes within our local community which have had a huge impact on 
everyday life. 
 

 
 
Initially, I lived in the old white cottage located on Rainford Road 
originally built in 1738. It had none of the ‘home comforts’ which all 
houses come equipped with today as our lighting came from oil lamps, 
most cooking was done over a coal fireplace, and we only had a cold 
water tap. Our oil lamps were paraffin, supplied by a certain Mr 
Edward Dunn, who would pop over from Liverpool Road in his 
hardware van, bringing within him fire sticks and washing powder 
amongst other everyday essentials, while coal was delivered by Mr 
William Taylor from Barrow Nook. Entertainment came in the form of 
the radio, ‘the wireless’, which was powered by a large 9 volt battery, 
called an accumulator. This was taken away twice a week to be 
charged, similar to a car battery, by Len Rainford’s Radio Shop down 
Sandy Lane, Skelmersdale, so we could all listen to the radio on a daily 
basis. 
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We moved to number 51 Heyes Croft in 1948. At the time it was still 
under completion with only 12 houses and no flats on the estate. Our 
grand, newly-built council house felt like sheer luxury in comparison 
for simply having electricity, a bathroom and hot running water – basic 
everyday essentials which we may now all take for granted. Edward 
Bradshaw and his daughter Ellen would come around delivering fresh 
fruit and vegetables directly to our doorstep, as did Mr Sumner from 
Colliers Road. Milk came by pony and trap (a type of old cart) courtesy 
of Joe and a young Jimmy Berry, as well as Kath Rimmer from 
Simonswood, not forgetting Billie Huyton with his delicious bread and 
cakes every day! 
 
Shops in Bickerstaffe could be found at Four Lane Ends and there were 
quite a few butchers, such as Johnsons from Ormskirk and Burscough 
and ‘Tommy Shops’ owned by Mrs K Banks and Mr T Rimmer, which 
could be found at the bottom of Heyes Croft selling flitches of Bacon 
and whole Ham shanks which hung from a hook on the ceiling. Brass 
scales and weights sat ready on the counter as everything was 
weighed in those days and packed in brown paper bags - nothing was 
pre-packed like how we get our groceries now. 
 
At the Royal Oak, Mr & Mrs Lyon had a small shop which sold all types 
of cheeses as well as homemade pies and sandwiches. These local 
businesses were all kept busy when the motorway was being built by 
all the workmen, constructed in 1977. At Barrow Nook, Ruth’s Café 
could be found on Coach Road and Huytons Bakery shop on the 
Sinacre Lane - not forgetting the Toffee Shop and old Post Office 
formerly located opposite the Stanley Gate pub. 
 
Sadly, these are now all a distant memory of the past. With the growth 
and affordability of cars over the years since, narrowing the distance 
to nearby towns and city centres, those within the community were 
able to venture further afield for their daily supplies. These days we 
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are left with only the BP Garage at Four Lane Ends, making it necessary 
to travel to Ormskirk for almost everything which was once found on 
the doorstep of our local community, which I imagine must be a 
burden for those without access to their own transport or a regular 
bus service.             Billy Gardiner 
 
 
Bickerstaffe Summer Fair and Civic Service 
On Sunday 15th July we had the Civic Service and walk. The 
congregation and local dignitaries walked from Heyes Croft along 
Church Road to Church. The Civic Service included: the Deputy Mayor 
and Deputy Mayoress of West Lancashire (Cllr Gaynor Owens, Cllr 
Bernie Green); the Councillor for Bickerstaffe (Cllr Paul Cotterill);  
Bickerstaffe School’s Head Teacher (Mrs Maggie Teachen) and 
children; Bickerstaffe Parish Council Clerk (Jackie Smith), and Parish 
Cllr Brian Shufflebotham. Representatives from the Brownies/ Guides, 
Bickerstaffe Mother’s Union, Bickerstaffe W.I., local charity Sporting 
Challenge, and of course the church congregation itself were also in 
attendance. 
 
The special service featuring the church choir was to acknowledge all 
the organisations and groups in Bickerstaffe and to thank them for 
what they do. Then a group photograph was taken inside church 
followed by a whole community bring and share lunch. The church 
would like to thank everyone who helped on both days. 

Edward McCarthy 
 

3k Fun Run for Cystic Fibrosis 
On Sunday 14th October at 10.30 am there will be a fantastic fun run 
at Edge Hill University in aid of Cystic Fibrosis. The registration opens 
at 9.30am and the race starts at 10.30am. Come along and walk, run, 
or jog a 3km route. Online booking available via: 
https://bookitzone.com/margaret_ellams/pL2FFX 

https://bookitzone.com/margaret_ellams/pL2FFX


Page 16  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rotas 
Church Cleaning Rota 

 

Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 

We welcome new members, 

visitors and students alike and 

hope that they enjoy being part of 

a friendly local group of people. 

 
Meetings resume in October and 
start at 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends 
Mission. Further info. via 01704 
631191. 
 
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Rotas 
 
Church Cleaning Rota 
10th August Team 5 F Brownbill, S Prentice 
17th August Team 6 M Clarke, V Heyes 
24th August Team 1 E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 
31st August Team 2 I McCarthy, Susan Kenny 
7th September Team 3 A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 
14th September  Team 4 B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor 
 
If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep our church 
beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a warden 
for further information. Thank you. 
 
August Flower Rota 

5th August  Mrs Margaret Fairclough 
12th August Mrs Barbara airclough 
19th August Mrs Audrey Banks 
26th August Mrs Irene McCarthy 
2nd Sept  Mrs Violet Heyes 
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St Michael’s Social Group News 
 
Autumn Coach Trip to The Harrogate Autumn Flower Show on Friday 
14th September. Adults £33 including admission. 
 
Booking has now begun for our full day's visit to this famous Autumn 
Show on the Harrogate Showground, where there will be lots to see 
and do to suit all ages groups. On this occasion a £10 non-refundable 
deposit is required at the time of booking to secure a seat on the 
coach. The cost includes admission to the show, full coach travel, and 
all gratuities. We look forward to welcoming you to this wonderful 
annual show. 
 
Two dates for your diary 
"Harvest Supper & Quiz" Saturday October 6th 
Christmas Coach Trip, "Llandudno Christmas Fayre" on Friday 16th 
November. 
 
The small print:   Please note that all of our coach trips are open to 
members of the congregations of St Michael's Church, Aughton and 
Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe, their families and friends. The non-
refundable deposit is required at the time of booking to secure a seat 
on the coach with the balance payable on or before the specified date, 
after which, we regret, no refunds can be given. Refreshments are not 
included. 
 

Lynn Trelford  
Tel: 01695 423558  E-mail:  lynn.helen@talktalk.net 

 
 

mailto:lynn.helen@talktalk.net
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Would you like to 

advertise here?  

If so, please contact  

the editor for further 

information.  

Thank you. 
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs 

22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ 

Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk 

 

mailto:or%20E-mail%20%20info@dphlaw.co.uk
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The Mothers’ Union 

On July 18th, we had our usual Strawberry Tea and 
Members’ Choice. We sang six hymns selected by 
members. We were joined by friends from Melling 
and a lovely afternoon was had by all. 
 

We are not meeting in August but in September, we have a guest 
speaker our friend Mrs Jeanne Hall who will give us a talk about ‘being 
a Headteacher in a Rural area.’ 
 
New members will be made most welcome on September 19th at 
2.30pm at the Four Lane Ends Mission.               
Irene McCarthy 
 
 
The Women’s Institute 

The next meeting is on Monday, August 20th at 
7.30pm at the Mission. The speaker, Mrs. Jackie 
Mafi, is coming to tell us all about Sweet Memories. 
This is an informative look at the history of some of 
our favourite sweets and chocolate bars. The 

competition is a sweet tin. 
 
Visitors and new members are always welcome. For more information 
please contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 22  

 

 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford             

01744 886544 

Prescott             

0151 426 6069 

 



  Page 23 

 
 

 

Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and 

the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure 

we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  
Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

September magazine is  
Friday 24th August 

 
As always, please pass articles to 

myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish articles 
when space and copyright allows. 

Thank you for all your support. 
 

 

And Finally…. 

The peace of God  
be in your heart 

The grace of God  
be in your words 

The love of God 
be in your hands 

The joy of God  
be in your soul 

and in the song 
that your life sings. 

 
© John Birch 

www.faithandworship.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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