
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe  
September 2018     

  
  
  

50p 

Bible verse and prayer for 2018 
You will make known to me the path of life;  
In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Psalm 16:11 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
may the wind be ever at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face 
and the rain fall softly on your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

Traditional Irish blessing 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  

Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 
made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672 

 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Edward McCarthy 07971 299606 
 

TREASURER   Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  

 
 
 

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
For many people September is not just the beginning of a new school 
term but also the beginning of a new school year. Following the 
holiday month of August, people returning to work also feel that 
September is a new beginning as they count the eleven months until 
their next holiday. The Jewish Festival of Rosh Hashanah, this year 
celebrated on the 11th September, literally means ‘the head of the 
year’ and celebrates the new year of the Jewish calendar. September 
seems to me, to have a freshness and busyness about it like no other 
month. Like the threshold of all new years there are things we look 
forward to, and also challenges we ready ourselves to face. 
  
Although Advent is the beginning of the New Year in the church 
calendar, September fires the starting pistol for events that lead us 
towards Christmas including Harvest, Remembrance, Advent, and 
Christmas. By having these events with their associated activities so 
close together, it means the next few months seem to go quickly as we 
are always preparing for the next thing. This term we are remembering 
the centenary of the ending of the First World War on 11th November, 
but more about that in the next magazine. 
  
So, as we look towards the next term and year, let us pray the Jewish 
blessing, which is said at Rosh Hashanah. 
  
We praise You, Eternal God,  
Sovereign of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the tree. 
May it be Your will, Eternal God,  
that this be a good and sweet year for us. Amen! 

Andrew 
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Services in September 

 

St Michael, Aughton 
Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

2nd September 
Trinity 14 
Green 
Deuteronomy 4.1-2,6-9; 
James 1.17-27;  
Mark 7.1-8,14-15,21-23 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Bill 
Matins 
10.30am 
Hall Service 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion 

9th September 
Trinity 15 
Green 
Isaiah 35.4-7a;  
James 2.1-10, 14-17;  
Mark 7.24-37 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Sylvia 
Family 
Communion 
 
6.30pm 
Christchurch 
Evening Service 

10.45am Andrew 
‘Welcome to the 
Lord’s Table’ First 
Communion 

16th September 
Trinity 16 
Green 
Isaiah 50.4-9a;  
James 3.1-12;  
Mark 8.27-38 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Parish Praise 
 
4pm Andrew 
Holy Communion 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 
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23rd September 
Trinity 17 
Green 
Jeremiah 11.18-20; 
James 3.13-4.3,7-8a; 
Mark 9.30-37 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Service of Baptism 
 
6.30pm 
Christchurch 
Evening Service 
 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 

30th September 
Trinity 18 
Green 
Numbers 11.4-6,10-
16,24-29;  
James 5.13-20;  
Mark 9.38-50 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Family 
Communion 
 
4pm Andrew 
Choral Evensong 

10.45am Andrew 
Holy Communion  

 
Worship & Learning 

There are many more resources from ROOTS 
for Churches Ltd on our website each week, 
including Bible Notes, reflections, and 
prayers for both children and older people. 
Please visit www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk 
and click on the Bible icon. 

 
2nd September: Does it matter? Mark 7.1-8,14-15,21-23 
Some Pharisees and scribes accuse Jesus’ disciples of eating with 
defiled (i.e. unwashed) hands. Jesus tells the Pharisees that they 
honour God with their lips but not their hearts. It is evil intentions from 
the heart that defile a person. 

http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
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A personal prayer 
Lord, for the times I pretend to be something I’m not –  
forgive me. 
Lord, at the times I cannot distinguish truth from lies – 
guide me. 
Lord, in the times I need to witness to your light – 
empower me. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
9th September: Taking notice  Mark 7.24-37 
In Tyre, a Gentile woman begs Jesus to heal her daughter. At first Jesus 
rebuffs the woman, but she argues back and the child is healed. 
Travelling on to Sidon, Jesus heals a deaf man, and his reputation as a 
healer spreads. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord, where my heart feels dry,  
pour out your living water. 
Where my soul feels sad, 
apply the balm of your healing presence. 
Where my eyes feel dim, 
brighten my vision again. 
Where life has held me captive, 
break those ugly chains 
and lead me into a renewed life of faith in you. 
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
16th September: What do you say  Mark 8.27-38 
Peter acclaims Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus explains that he must suffer 
and die, and be raised again. Peter protests, but is rebuked by Jesus – 
who also says that anyone who follows him must first deny themselves 
and take up their cross. 
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A personal prayer 
Lord, following you can feel difficult. 
Often my heart is in the wrong place; 
my eyes keep wandering away from you. 
But you call me to utter commitment – 
to take up my cross and come after you. 
Give me courage to go wherever you lead me. Amen. 
 
 
23rd September: Arguing on the way  Mark 9.30-37 
Jesus teaches his disciples about his death and resurrection, but they 
do not understand. They argue about who is the greatest, but Jesus 
says that the greatest is one who is servant of all, and he encourages 
them to be humble and childlike. 
 
A personal prayer 
Uphold my life, O God; 
remind me of your faithfulness. 
When I am overwhelmed, 
anchor me to your hope. 
When I feel weak and inadequate, 
sustain and reassure me. 
Remind me that in my weakness 
you show your strength. 
Give me a new perspective, I pray.  Amen. 
 
 
 
30th September: God Unlimited  Mark 9.38-50 
When the disciples see someone casting out demons in Jesus’ name, 
Jesus says, ‘Whoever is not against us is for us.’ He warns his disciples 
not to put any stumbling block in the way of those who believe in him. 
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A personal prayer 
Lord, open my eyes, that I may recognise the things in my life that 
distract me from living the life to which you call me. Give me the 
courage to identify and address these things, and to ask for help when 
I need it. Every day, draw me closer to you.  
In Jesus’ name.   Amen. 
 

Benefice News 
 
Martin and Stef Adams moving on 

Martin has been in Bickerstaffe for ten years (and that after five years 

as Rector at St Michael’s). For his first seven years, working for the 

diocese and then the regional clergy/reader training course, his direct 

involvement with the churches was limited – ‘as and when available’ 

– which wasn’t always that often. However, for the last three years he 

has served as Associate Minister house-for-duty (combined with his 

‘day job’ as Editor of ROOTS for Churches). That role has just been 

renewed to the end of the year. But it will not be extended beyond 

that – this ‘interim’ role will finally come to an end. Not only does this 

mean that Martin stop being our ‘curate’, it also means that Martin 

and Stef will move out of the Vicarage by the end of the year.  

 

Martin says, ‘We had already started planning for our retirement – not 

many years away now! – and decided that we want to return to our 

roots in Norfolk. Although nothing has been fixed yet, rather than 

moving twice in a short space of time, our current plan is to move to 

Norfolk sooner rather than later. So, our time in Aughton and 

Bickerstaffe will soon be coming to an end. We will keep everyone 

posted about our progress over the coming weeks and months.’ 
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Communion in the Community 

The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall 
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful 
opportunity for outreach. Please invite friends!! 

“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  
              1 Corinthians 11:26 

 
St Michael’s Church Hall at 11am on 12th September (coffee morning), 
and 26th September. 
Bickerstaffe Primary School: 9am new time Friday 28th September.  
 

Confirmation 
This year’s Confirmation Service will be at St 
Michael’s, Aughton on Sunday 21st October at 4pm. 
Starting in September, there will be two 
confirmation classes, one for adults and the other 
for young people in school year 9. If you would like 
to be Confirmed this year, then please speak to 
Andrew. 

 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
The next breakfast will be held at 9am on Saturday 8th September at 
St Michael’s Hall. If you are able to help with the cooking, please speak 
to Andrew. We especially need more volunteers to arrive early to set 
up (about 8am) and also to stay behind to tidy up and mop the floor in 
the kitchen. New members welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be 
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you. 
 
 



Page 10  

 
Charity Collections 

A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes 
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will 
be donated to Litherland Moss School. 

 
Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and 
the Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Non-
perishable food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please 
leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support. 
 

Fusion Youth Events for the 11plus 
Aims: To bring together teenagers (11-18 years old) from all churches 
in Ormskirk & surrounding areas for encouragement, fun & friendship; 
To give opportunities for young people to invite friends to join in; To 
encourage and give opportunities for Youth Leaders whose numbers 
are small; To periodically introduce meaningful Christian input. 
Further information from Anthony Bearon. 
 

Book Club 
The next book is “Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine” by Gail 
Honeyman.  Please do join us at the Derby Arms Pub from 8pm on 
Wednesday 19th September.  
 

Garden Party at Bishop’s Lodge Woolton Park, L25 6DT 
Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship in the beautiful gardens 
of Bishop’s Lodge on Sunday 16th September, 2pm-4pm. Booking is 
essential via e-mail:- sarah.james@liverpool.anglican.org. Please state 
contact name and number of tickets requested for children and adults. 
 

 

mailto:sarah.james@liverpool.anglican.org


  Page 11 

 

Bickerstaffe News and Dates 

 
1st September  Churchyard tidy 
18th September Parochial Church Council (new date) 
27th September Shared Ministry Team 
 

Special church services at 10.45am in 2018 
9th September First Communion 
14th October  Harvest Celebration 
11th November Remembrance Service 
9th December  Christingle Service 
 
Pastoral Visits 
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please 
speak to Irene or Andrew. 
 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table Service 
Please support the first Communion Service on 9th September. During 
the service, children from Bickerstaffe School will receive their First 
Communion and some will be baptized too. Please continue to hold 
these children, their families, and the school community in your 
prayers. Thank you. 
 

Choral Evensong 
The next choral evensong will be on Sunday 30th September 4pm at 
St Michael’s to celebrate St Michael and All Angels. All welcome! 
 

Churchyard Tidy 
On Saturday 1st September from 10am we will meet to tidy the 
churchyard and to also remove old Christmas wreaths. Please bring 
tools and bin bags...the more the merrier! 
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Armistice Centenary Weekend 
This year celebrates the centenary of the signing of the armistice, 
which ended the First World War. In remembrance of this we are 
planning a weekend of events at Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe starting 
Friday 9th November. More details to follow.  
 

Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, 
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure 
they have a sheet and a bag. 
 

Royal School of Church Music Event “Big Sing Songs of Praise” 
Come and sing some favourite hymns with fellow choristers and 
congregations from around the area on Sunday 16th September. 
Accompaniment will be provided by the parish church organ and 
Rainford Band. 
 
The event will also include a re-dedication of service to our parish 
churches by the choirs and musicians present. The event will conclude 
with tea and cake in the Parish Hall. Robed and un-robed Choirs 
welcome along with members of your congregation. 
Rehearsal 15:00-16:00, Service 16:30-17:30. Venue: All Saints Parish 
Church, Rainford WA11 8HE. Cost: Free. Choristers to register by 
Sunday 9 September. E-mail:  mike.jones1967@btinternet.com / 0151 
430 2335. 
 

The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage 

Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank? 
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 07954 210194 
and we fix a date. For the meal we suggest a minimum donation of £35 
per person. Diners do not need to be churchgoers, what's not to like? 
We look forward to your booking. 
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Thank you 
I would like to thank all my family, friends, neighbours and many 
others for all their help, support cards, and very generous donations. I 
would not have coped without you. Not forgetting my young friends 
Eleanor and Georgia. God bless you all, 

Sheila Prentice  
 

Concert given by Skelmersdale Prize Band 
We are all looking forward to a fantastic night 
of uplifting music provided by the 
Skelmersdale Prize Band. Please invite friends 
and neighbours to the concert on Friday 16th 

November at 7.30pm in Church. Entry on the door price £10 and 
proceeds for Church funds. We will also have light refreshments and a 
raffle. All welcome! 
 

Community News 

Westminster Abbey 
Former St Michael’s School Headteacher Geoff Almond has a 
Westminster Abbey Parish Pass. This allows up to four adults to visit 
the Abbey absolutely free of charge. If you are visiting London this 
autumn, then give him a ring on 01744 736518 and he will be very 
happy to lend it to you. 
 

3k Fun Run for Cystic Fibrosis 
On Sunday 14th October at 10.30 am there will be a fantastic fun run 
at Edge Hill University in aid of Cystic Fibrosis. The registration opens 
at 9.30am and the race starts at 10.30am. Come along and walk, run, 
or jog a 3km route. Online booking available via: 
https://bookitzone.com/margaret_ellams/pL2FFX 
  

https://bookitzone.com/margaret_ellams/pL2FFX
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100 Club Results 

Prize April  May June July 

1st 
Kate  Hilary  Colin  Colin  

McCarthy Rosbotham Weaver Weaver 

2nd 
Margaret Mary  Anne Anne 

Bench Liptrot Rosbotham Rosbotham 

3rd 
Elaine  Eve  Kitty  Kitty 

Hale Harrison Wetherall Wetherall 

4th 
Edward  Norma  John  John  

Mercer Rimmer Mercer Mercer 
 

    
Prize August September 

 

 

1st 
Hilary  Victoria    

Rosbotham Nelmes   

2nd 
Janet  Alma    

Lewis Mercer   

3rd 
Peter  Norma    

Kenyon Rimmer   

4th 
Jean  Stanley    

Peet Barnes   

 

Prayer Time 
I would like to run a few articles on how people in our community pray 
so that it inspires and encourages readers to try something new. 
Maybe you pray using the Prayer Book, Common Worship, or a Rule of 
life. Perhaps you consciously pray when gardening, cycling, or knitting. 
Maybe you use movement or art to assist your prayer. If you would 
like to share your experiences, please do get in touch. Thank you. Jo 
Housley, editor. E-mail: jo.housley@gmail.com.  

 
Please note that 

subscriptions are now 
due, price £10 per year. 

Please see Hilary 
Rosbotham if you would 
like to join the 100 Club! 

Thank you. 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com


Page 16  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rotas 
Church Cleaning Rota 

 

Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 

We welcome new members, 

visitors and students alike and 

hope that they enjoy being part of 

a friendly local group of people. 

 
Meetings resume in October and 
start at 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends 
Mission. Further info. via 01704 
631191. 
 
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
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Rotas 
 
Church Cleaning Rota 
7th September Team 3 A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 
14th September  Team 4 B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor 
21th September Team 5 F Brownbill, S Prentice 
28th September Team 6 M Clarke, V Heyes 
5th October Team 1 E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 
12th October Team 2 I McCarthy, Susan Kenny 
 
If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep our church 
beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a warden 
for further information. Thank you. 
 
 
September Flower Rota 

2nd September Mrs Violet Heyes 
9th September Mrs Jenny Banks 
16th September Mrs Brenda Winstanley 
23rd September Mrs Jeanne Hall 
30th September Miss Hilda Rawsthorne 
7th October Mrs Norma Rimmer 
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St Michael’s Social Group News 
 
Autumn Coach Trip to The Harrogate Autumn Flower Show on Friday 
14th September. Adults £33 including admission. 
 
At the time of writing, there are still a few seats available on our coach 
to the show. The coach will be leaving the church hall car park 
promptly at 8.30am travelling directly to the Harrogate Showground. 
There will be plenty of free time to explore the large variety of exhibits, 
stalls, side-shows, food halls etc. Final balances would be much 
appreciated on or before Sunday 2nd September when copies of the 
day's itinerary will be available We're all looking forward to yet 
another wonderful day's outing.  
 
Harvest Supper & Quiz Saturday October 6th at St Michael’s Church 
Hall 6pm for 6.30pm start. Adults £9, children 16yrs and under £5. 
 
Tickets will be on sale from Sunday 9th September. Included in the cost 
is a delicious hot-pot supper and selection of desserts provided by 
Yummy Catering. A quiz to suit all age groups follows. Everyone is very 
welcome. Please remember to bring your own drinks and glasses.  {NB 
Admission is by ticket only} 
 
Christmas Coach Trip to Llandudno Christmas Fayre on Friday 16th 
November. £15. Every year members of the local community in 
Llandudno stage their Christmas Fayre in and around the main streets, 
church and church grounds etc. Produce, craft, food stalls and 
entertainment from the surrounding locality are available to purchase 
and enjoy. Last year there were 130 individual stalls. Further 
information about the event can be viewed online. There are, of 
course, many other attractions to enjoy in Llandudno itself. Everyone 
is very welcome to join us. Booking begins on Sunday 9th September 
when a £5 non-refundable deposit on booking will be required to 
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secure a seat on the coach with the final balance payable on or before 
Sunday 4th November. The cost includes full coach travel and all 
gratuities. Please note: A nominal charge of approximately £3 is 
required to enter the extensive marquee situated on the main street. 
 
The small print:   Please note that all of our coach trips are open to members of the 
congregations of St Michael's Church, Aughton and Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe, 
their families and friends. The non-refundable deposit is required at the time of 
booking to secure a seat on the coach with the balance payable on or before the 
specified date, after which, we regret, no refunds can be given. Refreshments are 
not included. 

Lynn Trelford, Tel: 01695 423558   
 
The Women’s Institute 

The next meeting is on Monday, September 24th, 
at 7.30pm at The Four Lane Ends Mission. 
The speaker, Dave Joy, is coming to present his talk 
entitled The Liverpool Cowkeepers- a story which 
could be called From Dales to Dairy.  

 
Dave Joy draws on his family history to tell the story of the lives and 
times of the Liverpool Cowkeepers. The Joy family came from the 
upper Wharfedale valley in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales and 
established cowhouses in the Liverpool districts of Wavertree and 
Garston. Not only did they keep cows in their back yard but they 
adapted to become suburban milkmen. 
 
The Joy family continued in this way of life for several generations, 
becoming one of the city's last cowkeeping families. Do join us for 
what promises to be a very enjoyable evening. 
 
Visitors and new members are always welcome. For more information 
contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161. 
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Would you like to 

advertise here?  

If so, please contact  

the editor for further 

information.  

Thank you. 
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs 

22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ 

Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk 

 

mailto:or%20E-mail%20%20info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford             

01744 886544 

Prescott             

0151 426 6069 
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and 

the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure 

we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  
Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

September magazine is  
Friday 21st September 

 
As always, please pass articles to 

myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish articles 
when space and copyright allows. 

Thank you for all your support. 
 

 

And Finally…. 

May the peace of God 

rest in this place 

and the love of God 

forever hold you tight. 

May the Spirit of God flow 

through your life 

and the joy of God  

uphold you day and night. 

 
© John Birch 

www.faithandworship.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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