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Bible verse and prayer for 2018 
You will make known to me the path of life;  
In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Psalm 16:11 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
may the wind be ever at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face 
and the rain fall softly on your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

Traditional Irish blessing 
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Contact Details 
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk.  Twitter  @HolyTrinityBick 

 

VICAR 

Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA      10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.  

Tel: 01695 423204.  Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.  

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  

Reverend Martin Adams, The Vicarage Intake Lane, Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk L39 0HW.  

Tel: 07939 396934. E-mail:  martin.p.adams@btopenworld.com. 

Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar 
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be 
made with the Vicar by telephone.  
 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672 

 

CHURCH WARDEN   Mr Edward McCarthy 07971 299606 
 

TREASURER   Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863 
 

CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS   Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848. 
 

CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS   Mrs Hilary Rosbotham 

 

READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell  
 

MAGAZINE & WEB  

Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk. 
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com   
 

ORGANIST   Mrs Vera Gregson. 
 

PCC SECRETARY    Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.  

 
 
 

http://www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk/
mailto:andrew.housley67@gmail.com
http://btopenworld.com/
mailto:bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:westlancsedward@btinternet.com
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Letter from Andrew Housley 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
A few months ago, we signed up for the 
online streaming channel Netflix. Pester 
power had got the better of us and so 
we decided that we would sign up for 
the one-month free trial. Within the first 
week, Jo and I were hooked to the 
Netflix drama, ‘The Crown’. The 

excellent drama series focuses on Queen Elizabeth as a 25-year-old 
newly married monarch and covers events within the first few years of 
her reign. One of the benefits of Netflix is that you don’t have to wait a 
week for the next episode because all the episodes are available as soon 
as the drama is released. We were gripped by the drama and binge 
watched the two series! 
 
There was a time when we had to wait for what we wanted. Whether it 
was waiting for the summer to go on holiday, or waiting for Christmas 
to have special treats, or waiting a week for the next episode of a drama. 
It seems that today we don’t always have to wait, because what we 
want is more likely to be available when we want it. 
  
The development of our consumerist society has meant that the 
traditional season of harvest means less to people than before. This has 
meant that people seem less likely to pause in their life to say ‘thank 
you’ for what we take for granted and always expect to be there for us. 
 
When we gather as a church to share communion we are reminded that 
Jesus took the bread and the wine and gave thanks to God before he 
shared them. The act of thankfulness needs to be a part of our busy 
lives. At Harvest we are also reminded that not everyone has the luxury 
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of taking for granted what we have. Some people are still waiting for 
help that comes from the generosity of others. 
 
Throughout the year, we show our generosity by collecting for the 
Skelmersdale Food Bank, Litherland Moss Primary School, Bootle 
Salvation Army as well as numerous charities. I know this generosity is 
very much appreciated, and demand remains high. 
  
Within the business of life, let us pause this Harvest in gratitude for all 
we have, and recommit to sharing our blessings with those less 
fortunate.           

Andrew 
 
 
 

 
Services in October 
 

 

 
 

St Michael’s, Aughton 
Holy Trinity, 
Bickerstaffe 

7th October 
Trinity 19 
Green 
Genesis 2.18-24; Hebrews 
1.1-4; 2.5-12; Mark 10.2-
16 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Harvest Celebration 
with Skelmersdale  
Brass Band 
 
4pm Martin 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 
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14th October 
Trinity 20 
Green 
Amos 5.6-7,10-15; 
Hebrews 4.12-16;  
Mark 10.17-31 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Martin 
Family Communion 
 
6.30pm Christchurch 
Evening Service 
 

10.45am Andrew 
Harvest Celebration 

21st October 
Trinity 21 
Green 
Isaiah 53.4-12;  
Hebrews 5.1-10;  
Mark 10.35-45 
 

8.15am Andrew 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Andrew 
Morning Prayer 
 
4pm Andrew 
Confirmation Service 
 

10.45am Mark 
Morning Praise 

28th October 
Trinity 22 
Green 
Jeremiah 31.7-9; Hebrews 
7.23-28;  
Mark 10.46-52 
 

8.15am Martin 
Holy Communion 
 
10.30am Judith 
Holy Communion 
 
6.30pm Christchurch 
Evening Service 
 

10.45am Martin 
Holy Communion 

 

Worship & Learning 
There are many more resources from ROOTS 
for Churches Ltd on our website each week, 
including Bible Notes, reflections, and prayers 
for both children and older people. Please visit 
www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk and click on 
the Bible icon. 

 

http://www.aughtonstmichael.org.uk/
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7th October:  Love and blessing 
Mark 10.2-16 
Some Pharisees test Jesus by asking about divorce. In response, Jesus 
honours the ideal of marriage and the equality of both partners. When 
the disciples try to stop people bringing children to Jesus, he says that 
the kingdom of God involves childlike acceptance. 
 
A personal prayer 
Lord God,  help me to be a blessing. 
Let me not be focused on seeking others’ approval, 
but instead to reach out in love. 
May love become my default setting, 
so that, every day, my responses will become 
more gracious, more compassionate, 
and more like you. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
14th October: Unexpected answers 
Mark 10.17-31 
A rich man asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus 
challenges him to sell his possessions and give the money to the poor. 
Jesus says that it is hard for rich people to enter the kingdom, and that 
following him involves sacrifice. 
 
A personal prayer 
Challenge me, God, 
where I have made too much of the ‘things’ in my life; 
where I have hankered for that which does not satisfy, 
and hoarded that which is not important. 
Give me a new perspective – 
help me to let go of that which  
has had too much of a hold on me, 
and instead, focus my heart on you. 
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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21st October:  Power games 
Mark 10.35-45 
Jesus reprimands two of his closest disciples for letting their ambitions 
be tainted by the example of earthly rulers. He says to all the disciples 
that they will achieve true greatness only by their service to others. 
 
A personal prayer 
Oh God, sometimes I am so aware of all the things I cannot do. 
I feel tired, vulnerable and worry that my efforts are not worthwhile. 
But you lift up my head. 
And one touch of your love reminds me 
that this is all about you. 
I am here for you. 
I am part of your plan, 
and part of your family. 
Help me to serve you today, 
in my own small way. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 
28th October:  Unconventional discipleship 
Mark 10.46-52 
A blind beggar persistently calls out to Jesus, ‘Son of David, have mercy 
on me!’ Jesus tells him that his faith has made him well. Immediately, 
the man is able to see again, and becomes a follower of Jesus. 
 
A personal prayer 
God of restoration, change my heart, I pray. 
Where tears haunt my steps, bring me out into a place of joy. 
When confusion overtakes me, guide me into clarity. 
When I feel I cannot walk at all, carry me, O loving God, 
that I might be always in your presence and in your care. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Benefice News 
 

Communion in the Community 
The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall 
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful opportunity 
for outreach. Please invite friends!! 

“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  
                          1 Corinthians 11:26 

 
St Michael’s Church Hall on 10th October at 11am with soup lunch after 
the service, then on 24th October and 31st October also from 11am. 
Bickerstaffe Primary School: 9.15am new time Friday 19th October.  
 

Confirmation 
 
This year’s Confirmation Service will be at St 
Michael’s, Aughton on Sunday 21st October at 4pm. 
Please come and support the candidates from both 
St Michael’s and Christ Church.  Andrew. 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
The next breakfast will be held at 9am on Saturday 17th November at 
Bickerstaffe School. If you are able to help with the cooking, please 
speak to Andrew. We especially need more volunteers to arrive early to 
set up (about 8am) and also to stay behind to tidy up and mop the floor 
in the kitchen. New members welcome! 

If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be 
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you. 
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Charity Collections 
A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes 
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will 
be donated to Litherland Moss School. 
 

Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and 
the Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Non-
perishable food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please 
leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support. 
 

Fusion Youth Events for the 11plus 
Fusion Aims to: bring together teenagers (11-18 years old) from all 
churches in Ormskirk & surrounding areas for encouragement, fun & 
friendship; To give opportunities for young people to invite friends to 
join in; To encourage and give opportunities for Youth Leaders whose 
numbers are small; To periodically introduce meaningful Christian 
input. Further information from Anthony Bearon. 
 

Book Club 
Next book is Born Survivors by Wendy Holden - It is about 3 newly 
married and pregnant women thrown into Nazi concentration camps 
who miraculously survive. We will meet on 21st November 8pm at the 
Derby Arms pub. 
 

Centenary of the ending of the First World War 
To mark the 100 years since the end of the First 
World War, there will be an exhibition and concert 
at Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe on Friday 9th November. 
More information in the November magazine. 
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Advent course 
The Advent group’s this year will follow study the course, Life to the full? 
Modern mindfulness techniques stress the importance of emptying 
yourself in order to feel better inside. Not so with the Christian faith. 
Our chief pursuit is fullness. ‘I have come so that they may have life, and 
have it to the full’, says Jesus Christ. And yet – if we’re honest – it doesn’t 
always feel like that. This course explores what it might actually mean 
to experience fullness in the midst of our messy lives. What does it look 
like? Why does it seem so elusive? What causes us to run on empty? 
And how can we lead others to experience this fullness? The four 
sessions are: 
 
Session 1: Hummingbird or Arctic Fox?, Session 2: Murdstone or 
Peggotty?, Session 3: Rotten or ripe?, Session 4: Desert or Oasis? 
Sign-up sheets to join a group will be at the back of church. All 
welcome! 
 

 
Bickerstaffe News and Dates 
 
14th October  Harvest 
15th October  School Harvest 
16th October  Deanery Synod 
19th October  First Holy Communion in School 
9th November  Armistice Centenary event 
11th November Remembrance Sunday 
13th November Parochial Church Council 
16th November Skelmersdale Prize Band 
22nd November Parochial Church Council 
24th November Christmas Fayre 
27th January  Songs of Praise 
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Special church services at 10.45am in 2018 
14th October  Harvest Celebration 
11th November Remembrance Service 
9th December  Christingle Service 
 
 
Pastoral Visits 
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak 
to Irene or Andrew. 
 
 
Bickerstock Tea and cake stall 
A big thank you to all who helped with the tea and cake stall at 
Bickerstock. £805.50 was raised for church funds. 
 
 
Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe 
If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a 
renewal form, which you can pick up in church. 
 
 
Children’s Fun Sheets 
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church, 
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure 
they have a sheet and a bag. 
 
 
Armistice Centenary Weekend 
This year celebrates the centenary of the signing of the armistice, which 
ended the First World War. In remembrance of this we are planning a 
weekend of events at Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe starting Friday 9th 
November. More details to follow.  
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs 

22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ 

Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk 

 

mailto:or%20E-mail%20%20info@dphlaw.co.uk
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The Book of Remembrance 
The Book has been updated by a resident of Parbold during the summer. 
A big thank-you on behalf of the church. 

Edward McCarthy 
 
The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage 
Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank? 
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 01695 726161 and 
we fix a date. For the meal we suggest a minimum donation of £35 per 
person. Diners do not need to be churchgoers, what's not to like? We 
look forward to your booking. 
 
Church Yard Tidy Up 
Many thanks to the team of volunteer gardeners who helped to tidy the 
church yard in September. The hard work has made a big difference and 
is very much appreciated. 
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The Late Richard Appleton 
We would like to thank our family, friends and neighbours for the many 
cards, phone calls and kind words of condolence.  Thank you also for the 
very generous donations which have been received on behalf of 
Bickerstaffe Church. The support we have received has helped us 
through this sad time.  

Pat Appleton, Karen Smith & Alison Marshall 
 
Concert given by Skelmersdale Prize Band 

We are all looking forward to a fantastic night of 
uplifting music provided by the Skelmersdale Prize 
Band. Please invite friends and neighbours to the 
concert on Friday 16th November at 7.30pm in 

Church. Entry on the door price £10 and proceeds for Church funds. We 
will also have light refreshments and a raffle. All welcome! 
 

Christmas Bingo Evening 

‘Eyes down’ for another fantastic evening of Bingo 
and fellowship on Friday 7th December 7.30pm at 
Four Lane Ends Mission. Light refreshments will be 
included, but please remember to bring your drinks 
glasses 
 

Christmas Fair 
Our Christmas Fair will be on Saturday 24th November 
from 2pm – 4pm at the Four Lane Ends Mission. Home-
made cakes, raffles, games, Father Christmas, and other 
stalls will be there. Why not also come along for tea, 
coffee and cake. We look forward to welcoming you! 
 

If you would like to run a stall, please get in touch                  
with Irene McCarthy. Thank you. 
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Bickerstaffe’s Church Bat 
Two weeks ago, I discovered a bat in church tucked up asleep under the 
altar cloths and it has also been spotted around the balcony. So today 
with Mum's help we caught it in a bat containment box. Then I rang a 
local Bat volunteer who came from Billinge. We now know it's an 
unusual type of pipistrelle and it’s a male. I have been told he is good 
health, although he has a broken nail and was very thirsty. The bat will 
be released back to Bickerstaffe in a few days. There are several colour 
photos on the website, and no flash was used. 

Edward McCarthy 

 
Prayer Time 

Lord of the lonely, abandoned, rejected and alone,  
enfold them in your love. 
Lord of the fearful, bring release, reassurance and 
your peace, 
Enfold them in your love 
Lord of the hurting, in their distress, bring healing 
and wholeness, 
enfold them in your love. 
Lord of this world and the next, gather us all into 
your arms,  
Enfold us in your love.  
 

© John Birch www.faithandworship.com 
 
 
Community News 
3k Fun Run for Cystic Fibrosis 
On Sunday 14th October at 10.30 am there will be a fantastic 3K fun run 
at Edge Hill University in aid of Cystic Fibrosis. The registration opens at 
9.30am and the race starts at 10.30am. Online booking available via: 
https://bookitzone.com/margaret_ellams/pL2FFX 

https://bookitzone.com/margaret_ellams/pL2FFX
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Ormskirk & District 
Historical Society 

 

We welcome new members, 

visitors and students alike. 

1/10/18: Liverpool China Town 
with Colin Ling 
 

15/10/18: Special Branch – The 
Brighton Bombing with Barry 
Cave.  
 

Meetings 7.30pm at Four Lane 
Ends Mission. Further info. via 
01704 631191. 
 

www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk  
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Volunteers  

Volunteers don't get paid 
Not because they are worthless 
But because they are PRICELESS 

 
In asking for volunteers to decorate our church for the Harvest Festival 
we should be mindful and most grateful to the army of workers who 
freely give their time and efforts throughout the year, in many 
capacities, to keep our church functioning and the churchyard in good 
order. Thank you to you all - from us all: you're priceless!! 

Sheila Beeby 

 
Rotas 
Church Cleaning Rota 
5th October Team 1 E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill 
12th October Team 2 I McCarthy, Susan Kenny 
19th October Team 3 A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer 
26th October Team 4 B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor 
2nd November Team 5 F Brownbill, S Prentice 
9th November Team 6 M Clarke, V Heyes 
 
If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep our church 
beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a warden 
for further information. Thank you. 
 
 
September Flower Rota 

7th October      Mrs Norma Rimmer 
14th October Harvest - helpers/Donations please 
21st October Flowers remain 
28th October Rev Keith Leiper 
4th November Mrs Suzanne Marsh 
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Would you like to 

advertise here?  

If so, please contact  

the editor for further 

information.  

Thank you. 
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St Michael’s Social Group News 
 
Harvest Supper & Quiz Saturday October 6th at St Michael’s Church Hall 
6pm for 6.30pm start. Adults £9, children 16yrs and under £5. 
 
Tickets are now on sale. Included in the cost is a delicious hot-pot supper 
and selection of desserts provided by Yummy Catering. A quiz to suit all 
age groups follows. Everyone is very welcome. Please remember to 
bring your own drinks and glasses. (NB Admission is by ticket only) 
 
Christmas Coach Trip to Llandudno Christmas Fayre on Friday 16th 
November. £15.  
Our final coach outing for 2018 takes us to Llandudno where the local 
community will be staging their annual Christmas Fayre in and around 
the main streets, church and church grounds. etc. Produce, craft, food 
stalls and entertainment from the surrounding locality will be available 
to purchase and enjoy. Booking has now begun, and a £5 non-
refundable deposit is required on booking to secure a seat on the coach 
with the final balance payable on or before Sunday 4th November. The 
cost includes full coach travel and all gratuities. (NB A nominal charge of 
approximately £3 is required to enter the extensive marquee situated 
on the main street.) Llandudno itself offers many different attractions, 
shops and eateries to enjoy. Everyone is very welcome to join us, and 
we look forward to welcoming you aboard our Christmas Coach. 
 
The small print:   Please note that all of our coach trips are open to members of the 
congregations of St Michael's Church, Aughton and Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe, 
their families and friends. The non-refundable deposit is required at the time of 
booking to secure a seat on the coach with the balance payable on or before the 
specified date, after which, we regret, no refunds can be given. Refreshments are not 
included. 

Lynn Trelford, Tel: 01695 423558   
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The Women’s Institute 

The next meeting is on Monday October 22nd at 
7.30pm at Four Lane Ends Mission. One of our 
members, Mrs. Patricia Lewis, is coming to present a 
musical evening with the St. Helens U3A hand chime 
group. 

 
There will be time for audience participation as those who wish will have 
an opportunity to enjoy a hands-on experience as they will have chance 
to play the chime bars themselves. Do join us for what promises to be a 
very entertaining evening. 
 
Visitors and new members are always welcome. For information please 
contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161. 
 
 
Mothers’ Union 

At our last meeting we were delighted to welcome 
Mrs Jeanne Hall as our speaker. We heard about her 
love and passion for teaching.  She spoke about the 
three R's which represented Respect for yourself, 
respect for others, and respect for the world in 
which you live. 

 
Next month is our Harvest festival service which will include a 
ploughman's lunch. New members are always welcome to join us.  

Irene McCarthy 
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Janice & Mike welcome you to 
The Derby Arms 

 

• Friendly staff 

• Many guest ales 

• Home cooked, traditional food 

• Real fires 

• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights 

 
Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA 

Telephone 01695 422237 

 

GORNALLS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A SYMPATHETIC AND 

UNDERSTANDING  

SERVICE 

 

We will take care of all  

the arrangements with 

care and sensitivity. 

Call us 24 hours a day 

 

 

Rainford             

01744 886544 

Prescott             

0151 426 6069 
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s 

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-

planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and 

the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure 

we get a Premium quality tree. 

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”  

 

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.  
Tel  01695 723201  www.giltrees.com 

Editorial News 

 
The deadline for the  

November magazine is  
Friday 19th October 

 
As always, please pass articles to 

myself or e-mail it to 
jo.housley@gmail.com.  

I will do my best to publish articles 
when space and copyright allows. 

Thank you for all your support. 
 

 

And Finally…. 

May the love of the Father, 

the tenderness of the Son, 

and the presence of the Spirit, 

gladden your heart 

and bring peace to your soul, 

this day and all days, Amen. 

 

 

© John Birch 
www.faithandworship.com 

mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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