Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe
January 2019

Bible verse for 2019
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Liverpool Diocesan Prayer
Loving Father, by your grace
we long to see more people knowing Jesus,
and more justice in your world.
Help us to live as your disciples
in the power of the Spirit
and to work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
50p
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Contact Details
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk. Twitter @HolyTrinityBick

VICAR
Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA 10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.
Tel: 01695 423204. Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.
Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be
made with the Vicar by telephone.

CHURCH WARDEN Mr Albert Webster 01695 570672
CHURCH WARDEN Mr Edward McCarthy 07971 299606
TREASURER Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863
CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848.
CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS Mrs Hilary Rosbotham
READERS EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson and Mr Allan Powell
MAGAZINE & WEB
Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk.
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com

ORGANIST Mrs Vera Gregson.
PCC SECRETARY Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.
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Letter from Andrew Housley
Dear Friends,
In his Christmas broadcast to the British Empire in 1939, King George VI
quoted a poem that had been read to him by his wife Queen Elizabeth.
The poem was called, ‘The Gate of the year’. Some readers may
remember how unsettled they and their families may have felt during
that Christmas as the country prepared for another war. The reading of
the poem at that time is remembered as being a part of King George’s
message of comfort.
The season of Christmas is a time when we celebrate the incarnation of
Christ. By coming to us in human form, God knows what it is to face
challenges in life. There is no challenge that we face that God himself,
has not experienced.
As we stand on the threshold of 2019 my prayer is that you know the
presence of Christ at all times and in all places, and that you have the
faith to place your hand into the Hand of God.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.
Minnie Louise Haskins
Andrew
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Services in January
St Michael’s,
Aughton

6th January
Epiphany
White
Isaiah 60.1-6;
Ephesians 3.1-12;
Matthew 2.1-12

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

Holy Trinity,
Bickerstaffe

10.45am Andrew
Holy Communion

10.30am Bill
Matins
10.30am
Hall Service
4pm Andrew
Holy Communion

13th January
Baptism/Epiphany 2
White
Isaiah 43.1-7;
Acts 8.14-17;
Luke 3.15-17,21-22

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

20th January
Epiphany 3
White
Isaiah 62.1-5;
1 Corinthians 12.1-11;
John 2.1-11

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

10.45am Andrew
Family Service

10.30am
Judith/Glen
Family Communion

10.30am Andrew
Parade
4pm Andrew
Holy Communion

10.45am Mark
Morning Praise
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27th January
Epiphany 4
White
Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 810;
1 Corinthians 12.12-31a;
Luke 4.14-21

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

10.45am Choir
Songs of Praise

10.30am Andrew
Service of Baptism

Worship & Learning
6th January: Breaking the boundaries
Matthew 2.1-12
Wise men, following a star, come from the
East with gifts for the newborn king. King
Herod’s advisers direct them to
Bethlehem, where messiahs are born.
There they find the child and pay homage, but they avoid Herod on their
way home.
A personal prayer
What shall be the star to guide me, Lord,
and what shall be my dream?
Speak to me as you will, so I may walk in your ways and lay the
gifts of my heart, mind and soul at your feet. Amen.

13th January: Surprising voices
Luke 3.15-17,21-22
In the desert, John proclaims a baptism of national repentance, but he
makes it clear that he is not the Messiah – he is still to come and will

Page 6

baptize with the Holy Spirit. Jesus accepts John’s baptism and hears his
Father’s voice of approval.
A personal prayer
Cleanse me in the depths of your love, O Lord,
that I might emerge to glimpse heaven.
Brush me with the wings of your grace,
and lead me from the wilderness to fullness of life. Amen.
20th January: One Spirit, many gifts
1 Corinthians 12.1-11
Paul writes to the Corinthians about the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts.
There are many gifts, ministries and activities given by God through the
Spirit. Everyone has different gifts, but they are all given for the
common good.
A personal prayer
I do not ask for the spiritual gift I would have, Lord,
for I am not a magician seeking powers.
I am a follower of Christ
seeking to know what you would have me do.
Therefore, I know that through the Holy Spirit,
the gift will choose me, and I will be grateful.
Come, Holy Spirit. Amen

27th January: One body, many parts
1 Corinthians 12.12-31a
Paul uses the analogy of a human body – having many parts with
different functions, all of which must work together for the good of the
whole – to insist that the Christians in Corinth, whatever their
background or role within the church, must work together as the body
of Christ.
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A personal prayer
I pledge myself to play my part in your plans, O Lord.
I immerse myself in the belonging of your body, the Church.
I will not withhold the gifts I have, however humble,
but serve willingly and well in the work of your kingdom.
Amen.

Benefice News
Communion in the Community
The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall
and Bickerstaffe School are a wonderful opportunity
for outreach. Please invite friends!!
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
1 Corinthians 11:26
❖ St Michael’s Hall 9th January followed by a soup lunch, 23rd, January,
and 30th January at 11am
❖ Bickerstaffe School 25th January at 9am

Glen Gardner
Glen Gardner, currently a lay reader at St Thomas, Lydiate, will be
spending a few months at St Michael’s and Holy Trinity on placement.
Glen has many years of lay ministry experience but is now training for
ordained ministry. It will be an absolute pleasure having Glen with us
and no doubt we will all benefit from her ministry.
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Men’s Breakfast
The next breakfast will be held at 9am on Saturday 26th January at St
Michael’s Hall. If you are able to help with the cooking, please speak to
Andrew. We especially need more volunteers to arrive early to set up
(about 8am) and also to stay behind to tidy up and mop the floor in the
kitchen. New members welcome!
If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you.
Book Club News
We look forward to reading ‘Pigs Have Wings’ by P.G. Wodehouse and
discussing it on 16th January from 8.00pm at the Derby Arms Pub. Ann
Rosbotham Williams has agreed to introduce ‘Chocolat’ as the book for
the Bishop of Berwick’s visit on 6th March.
On Ash Wednesday 6th March, the book club will be joined by the
Bishop of Berwick, Mark Tanner. The book to be discussed will be
‘Chocolat’ by Joanne Harris. New members welcome.
Charity Collections
A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will
be donated to Litherland Moss School.
Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and
the Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Nonperishable food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please
leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so much for your
ongoing support.
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It is Christmas
It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you...yes, it is
Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer him your hand.
Mother Teresa
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Bickerstaffe News and Dates
5th January
8th January
15th January
26th January
3rd March
5th March
6th March
8th March
26th March

Epiphany Bring & Share Party
Parochial Church Council meeting
Shared Ministry Team meeting
Men’s Breakfast
Gift Day
Pancake Party
Book Club with the Bishop of Berwick, Mark Tanner
School Communion lead by the Bishop of Berwick
Annual General Meeting

Special church services at 10.45am in 2019
13th January
Family Service
27th January
Songs of Praise
3rd February
School Baptism Service
10th February Lego Service
3rd March
Gift Day
8th March
Bishop leads School Eucharist
31st March
Mothering Sunday
April
Easter Services
12th May
Bereavement Service
9th June
Family Pentecost Service
16th June
First Communion Service
14th July
Civic Service
8th September Family Service
13th October
Harvest Thanksgiving
10th November Remembrance Service
8th December Christingle
Pastoral Visits
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak
to Irene or Andrew.
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Church Warden Vacancy
Albert Webster has faithfully served as church warden for the past two
years and has decided to stand down at this year’s Annual General
Meeting. Albert has been both loyal and hardworking and, in the
tradition of Bickerstaffe church wardens, he has worked hard very
quietly behind the scenes. Albert will continue to serve the church. It
goes without saying, that we are in need of another church warden. The
new church warden will work with Andrew and Edward, but also with
Merrick, Irene and Albert in serving the church. If interested, please
speak to Andrew.
Lego Exhibition and Service
We are planning a Lego exhibition for Saturday 9th February in Church,
followed by a special Lego inspired church service the following day.
Both events are for all ages.
Epiphany Bring & Share Party
Everyone is welcome to come to a ‘Bring and Share’ meal on Saturday
5th January from 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends Mission.
Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe
If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a
renewal form, which you can pick up in church.
Children’s Fun Sheets
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church,
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure
they have a sheet and a bag.
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs
22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ
Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Bickerstaffe School
Knitter Natter - This is a chance to pop into school
for a cup of tea, a biscuit and an opportunity to chat
to our children, who will learn some traditional skills
such as knitting. Our lovely pupils are already skilled
at nattering!
The group will be led by one of our talented staff. Go on, give it a try!
Just bring yourself along. We would love to see you. For more
information, call Maggie on 01695 722957.
Used postage stamps
Thank you to everyone who has collected stamps for me during the past
year. These are put to good use by various charities. Please remember
to save the stamps from your Christmas cards - these can be placed in
the box at the back of church. Thank you all.
Fred Tyrer
Carol Singing

Thank-you to everyone who came signing all the generous customers in
the Derby Arms. We raised £60 for church funds.
Edward McCarthy

Page 14

Church Cleaning Rota
4th January
Team 2
11th January
Team 3
18th January
Team 4
25th January
Team 5
1st February
Team 6
8th February
Team 1

I McCarthy, Susan Kenny
A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer
B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor
F Brownbill, S Prentice
M Clarke, V Heyes
E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill

If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep our church
beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a warden
for further information. Thank you.
Mothers’ Union
The December meeting was our Carol service and tea. We had
seventeen guests. The January meeting is on the 16th and is a Holy
Communion service and enrolment with our friend Rev. K. Leiper.
Irene McCarthy
Support ‘Sporting Challenge’ with your Co-Op Card
Local charity ‘Sporting Challenge’ is raising funds through the Co-Op.
You can pre-set your store card to support Sporting Challenge by visiting
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/23966 or by calling the Co-Op
membership helpline on 0800 023 4708. Thank you for your ongoing
support.
The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage
Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank?
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 01695 726161 and
we fix a date. For the meal we suggest a minimum donation of £35 per
person. Diners do not need to be churchgoers, what's not to like? We
look forward to your booking.
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Would you like to
advertise here?
If so, please contact
the editor for further
information.
Thank you.
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‘Bickerstaffe Holy Trinity Church’ By Owen Taylor
An old track that once formed part of Hall Lane, was last used in the
early 1840s to haul stone from Barrow Nook Delph for the building of
Bickerstaffe’s Church and School.
Traces of the track’s foundation can be seen in the plantation near
Keepers Cottage. Another interesting aspect was discovered during the
installation of sewerage pipes along Church Road in the 1960s, when a
large, square stone block with rusted bolt holes at each corner, was
revealed, presumably applied to secure machinery, for sawing stone
and wood during construction.
In the space of five years, the landscape was
completely transformed. The Church was sited so
that it was visible to all Parishioners. Edward, the
13th Earl of Derby (pictured), funded the project, on
condition that the Parishioners carried all of the
building materials.
A late 19th Century magazine story tells us that hundreds attended the
Consecration on June 30th, 1843, with Architect Sydney Smirke in the
congregation. The cost of building the church was in the region of
£6,000.
According to Dr. Nicholas Pensver, the Church was built in the
Commissioners Tradition, with a Portal Tower in early English detail. The
nave has a pair of lancets and buttresses between.
At the front entrance the Tympanium is engraved with three angels, in
typical Victorian Romantic style. With Bickerstaffe’s population rising,
seating accommodation was increased in 1860, with the addition of the
North Aisle. The Vestry was added in 1895.
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In the Chancel are two stained glass windows, one presented by mineowner Henry Foster, who died in 1863 and the other by the Penrhyn
family, in memory of their deceased infant children. The Revd. O
Penrhyn, a cousin of Lord Derby, was Vicar for 11 years.

Wilkinson Organ 1895
Prior to this, it was positioned in the Gallery
The Church Clock was installed in 1890, as a parting tribute to the Revd.
D Wall. The fourth Vicar, the Revd. Rowland, printed the first Parish
Magazine in January 1892. In 1895, the heating system was re-furbished
and a new boiler was placed under the Vestry at a cost of £980, a great
deal of money in those days.
Bickerstaffe became an independent Parish on November 14th 1901,
when the Revd. J E Woodrow, Vicar of Ormskirk, relinquished his
privileges. Prior to this date, it was known as a ‘Township’.
A change from paraffin lamps to electric lighting, came just in time for
the Church Dedication to the Carillion of Eight Bells, a gift from Sir
Thomas and Lady Rosbotham, in his Knighthood year on November 1st
1933.
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Left: An early Parish Magazine, dated 1902, price 1d
Right: Dedication of the Bells Pamphlet, 1933

Showing the Ten Commandments inscribed on the walls c.1958
Acknowledgements:
Parish Magazine 1901; Knowsley Church, Mike Carr; Early Bickerstaffe
No.50; History of Building Types – Nicholas Pensver; Angela Chaderton
Owen Taylor
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Ormskirk & District
Historical Society
We welcome new members,
visitors and students alike.
07/01/19:
Ernest
Shackleton
Expedition – a talk by Brian
Anderson.
21/01/19: ‘The last laugh of Edward
Watkin the Railway King’ with Geoff
Scargill.

Meetings 7.30pm at Four Lane
Ends Mission. Further info. via
01704 631191.
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk
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Article printed in the Ormskirk Advertiser, January 1923
‘Bickerstaffe Mission Sunday School Distribution of Prizes’
On Saturday last the annual New Year's party and prize distribution took
place at Bickerstaffe Mission Room in connection with the Sunday
School.
At four o'clock, the scholars, about 120 in number, assembled for tea
which was served on long tables, nicely decorated. Among the visitors
was the Vicar, Rev B. Watts and Mrs Watts and members of their family,
Mr H. Jones of Liverpool (who was invited to distribute the prizes),
Captain Haydock and Cadet Clarke of the Church Army (Liverpool) who
are conducting a mission in the parish. Tea was prepared and served by
a number of ladies of the congregation and piles of sandwiches and cake
and steaming jugs of tea were quickly disposed of. Whilst the helpers
partook of refreshments the scholars spent an amusing time pinning the
tail on "Felix the cat", the competitors being blind-folded.
At six o'clock distribution of prizes commenced. Many parents and
friends were present and the Mission Room was crowded. Mr Jones,
who is an old and dear friend of the Mission and a monthly visitor there,
spoke a few words of encouragement to teachers and scholars alike. He
bade the teachers to continue in their useful work with faith, hope and
love, endeavouring always to bring out the best in scholars and not to
despair if any children were wayward. They were doing a noble and a
valuable work in training and formation of character. To the scholars he
said that the character was like the little plot of ground which a parent
gives to his child. They must be careful to cultivate it well so that it
would bring forth fruit and flowers of goodness.
Mr Jones then handed out over sixty well-chosen books, including many
classic works, to the scholars who had merited them by their attendance
and good conduct, and the distributor had a smile and word for all. Rev
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Watts proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Jones for his kindness and
helpful words.
A short concert followed. The girls gave their Christmas play, "The
Christmas Wait", in a charming manner and were warmly applauded.
The senior boys’ [play] caused much amusement…Other short items
followed with Mrs W. Blackburn at the piano. The two plays mentioned
were given at a concert a few weeks ago when a sum of £5. 10s. was
raised for the Prize Fund and warm thanks are due to the boys and girls
whose efforts raised this money. At eight o'clock the party dispersed,
every scholar receiving an orange on leaving.
The Sunday School is a thriving institution and one of which the Mission
may well be proud. About 120 scholars are on the registers and they
have a reputation for regular attendance. The work of the school is in
the hands of twelve teachers.
Supplied by Sheila Beeby and reproduced by kind permission.
The Women’s Institute
The first meeting in 2019 takes place on the third
Monday of the month, January 21st, starting at 7.30pm
in Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe. We welcome back an
"old" favourite speaker and brilliant photographer, Mr.
Gordon Bartley A.R.P.S. - Associate of the Royal Photographic Society.
His power point presentation is entitled, ‘Fish and Chips .... Little
Ships...and North Sea Spray’. It reveals the true beauty of the North
Yorkshire coast from Bridlington to Robin Hood's Bay and concludes
with the photography town of Whitby - the home of proper (Yorkshire)
fish and chips! Do join us for what promises to be a very enjoyable
evening. Please come along and see what we do. You will receive a
warm welcome. For more information please contact Margaret
Fairclough on 01695 729161.
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Janice & Mike welcome you to
The Derby Arms

GORNALLS
FUNERAL SERVICE
A SYMPATHETIC AND
UNDERSTANDING
SERVICE

• Friendly staff
• Many guest ales
• Home cooked, traditional food
• Real fires
• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights

Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA
Telephone 01695 422237

We will take care of all
the arrangements with
care and sensitivity.
Call us 24 hours a day
Rainford
01744 886544
Prescott
0151 426 6069
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s
own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are replanted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and
the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure
we get a Premium quality tree.

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”
26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.
Tel 01695 723201 www.giltrees.com

And Finally….
The peace of God
be in your heart
The grace of God
be in your words
The love of God
be in your hands
The joy of God
be in your soul
and in the song
that your life sings.
© John Birch
www.faithandworship.com

Editorial News

The deadline for the
February magazine is
Wednesday 16th January.
As always, please pass articles to
myself or e-mail it to
jo.housley@gmail.com.
I will do my best to publish articles
when space and copyright allows.
Thank you for all your support.
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