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Bible verse for 2019
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Liverpool Diocesan Prayer
Loving Father, by your grace
we long to see more people knowing Jesus,
and more justice in your world.
Help us to live as your disciples
in the power of the Spirit
and to work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
50p
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Contact Details
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk. Twitter @HolyTrinityBick

VICAR
Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA 10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.
Tel: 01695 423204. Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.
Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be
made with the Vicar by telephone.

CHURCH WARDEN Mr Mike Emmott
CHURCH WARDEN Mr Edward McCarthy 07971 299606
TREASURER Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863
CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848.
CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS Mrs Hilary Rosbotham
READER EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson
MAGAZINE & WEB
Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk.
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com

PCC SECRETARY Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.
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Letter from Andrew Housley
Dear Friends,
We are often encouraged to maintain a good balance in our lives, in
what we eat, and also in what we do. Likewise, to be a healthy church
we need to maintain a balance between pastoral and mission work, and
also a balance between fellowship and worship.
A healthy church is something to be worked at, it doesn’t just happen.
As we are all members of Christ’s body, we all have a responsibility to
make sure that a healthy balance is maintained in church life.
In John 10:10b we read Jesus saying, “I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.” The verse suggests that Jesus is interested
in our whole being, our physical, mental and spiritual state. Likewise, he
is interested in the physical, mental and physical state of all people
within our parish and throughout the world. A balanced church is more
likely to meet people where they are at, and to give them opportunity
to meet Christ in faith.
Throughout the Easter season, the church bible readings will be
accounts of when the risen Christ revealed himself to his followers
before he ascended to heaven. The account of Jesus meeting with men
on the road to Emmaus will be one of the readings. This reading reminds
us of the balance we see in Jesus’ ministry. Friendship as he walks
alongside, teaching as reveals himself in the broken bread and the
sending us out to make more disciples. The balance of fellowship,
worship and mission needs to be maintained in both our church life and
in our personal faith.
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Lord Jesus,
When your followers walked the Emmaus road,
Wondering what was true and what was not,
You came alongside them and revealed yourself
Through opened word and broken bread.
Come alongside those we know and love
Who wonder and seek at this time.
Reveal yourself in your love,
And make us ready to walk alongside them too,
Until they see your face and know your presence.
Amen.
Andrew

Services in May
St Michael,
Aughton
5th May
Easter 3
White
Acts 9.1-6,(7-20);
Revelation 5.11-14;
John 21.1-19

12th May
Easter 4
White
Acts 9.36-43;
Revelation 7.9-17;
John 10.22-30

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion
10.30am Bill
Matins
10.30am
Hall Service
4pm Andrew
Holy Communion
8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion
10.30am Judith
Family
Communion

Holy Trinity,
Bickerstaffe
10.45am Andrew
Service of Baptism

10.45am Andrew
Commemoration of
the departed
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19th May
Easter 5
White
Acts 11.1-18;
Revelation 21.1-6;
John 13.31-35

26th May
Rogation Sunday
White
Acts 16.9-15;
Revelation 21.10,22 –
22.1-5;
John 14.23-29

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion
10.30am Andrew
Parish Praise
‘Thank you
Service’
4pm Andrew
Holy Communion
8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion
10.30am Andrew
Service of Baptism

10.45am Mark
Morning Praise

10.45am Peter
Goodrich
Holy Communion
3pm Andrew
Rogation Service

Worship & Learning
5th May: Fish and forgiveness
John 21.1-19
After a night of fishing, the disciples meet
the risen Jesus on the seashore and eat
breakfast with him. Peter, who had denied
Jesus before the crucifixion, is restored and
recommissioned by Jesus to care for his
flock.
A personal prayer
Lord Jesus, please be gracious to me as you were to Peter,
for I have denied you – in my heart,
in my relationships, in my way of life.
I have not lived as though I loved you.
And yet I do. I really do. I really do.
Call me by name, as you called Peter,
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that the sound of your voice may quieten my fears
and restore my confidence.
Wherever my journey takes me,
whatever I am called to do,
however many times I fall down.
Lord, hold out your hand to me,
and be by my side, every day,
every moment, every step.
Amen.

12th May: Care and consolation
Acts 9.36-43
Peter is called to the coastal town of Joppa where a faithful disciple,
Tabitha, has died. He raises her to life in Jesus’ name.
A personal prayer
God of hope and consolation,
when death comes to someone I love, may I be brave –
brave enough to cry,
brave enough to reach out for comfort,
brave enough to talk about the one I miss so much.
And may I be strong enough to ask for help,
strong enough to be there for others when they are
grieving too.
I ask this in the name of your risen Son, Jesus.
Amen.
19th May: Helping or hindering
Acts 11.1-18
Peter tells the church in Jerusalem that the Holy Spirit has been poured
out on Gentiles in Caesarea, as it was on Jews in Jerusalem at Pentecost.
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A personal prayer
God of all ages and all stability,
change can be exciting and threatening,
division can be dangerous and protective,
dogma can be safe and stifling,
difference can be fun and frightening.
Help me to discern the difference,
and to be a helper not a hinderer
to the work and growth and mission of your kingdom.
I ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

26th May: A certain woman
Acts 16.9-15
God uses a vision to call Paul and his companions into Macedonia, a new
place for them, but one where the ground has already been prepared
for their missionary work.
A personal prayer
Take a piece of cloth (e.g. a large handkerchief) and tie a knot in each
corner to represent four people or situations that you want to pray for
during the coming week. Each day take out the cloth and say: God of
the four corners of the world, I entrust to you those on my heart. Bless
them with the riches of your love and draw them closer to you this day.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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Furry Tails offers a different, exclusively designed pet sitting service for
cats and other small pets in their own homes, which allows you to tailor
visits to suit both you and your pet’s needs.
⚫

Have over 16 years’ experience in pet care, 13 years of
which are veterinary nursing

⚫

Caring, trustworthy professional

⚫

Uses nursing care plans to deliver expert care

⚫

Provide care for anything with fur, feathers or scales, from
cats, rabbits, ferrets, hamsters to fish, birds, birds of prey,
snakes & lizards and many more.

⚫

Reduces stress for both you and your pet

⚫

Visits start from £8 per day
If you have any questions about Furry Tails call
Eve on: 07415053401 or email
furrytails84@yahoo.com
www.furrytailspetsitting.co.uk
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Benefice News
Communion in the Community
The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall,
Bickerstaffe School, and Four Lane Ends Mission are
a wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite
friends!!
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
1 Corinthians 11:26
❖ St Michael’s Hall on 8th May followed by a soup lunch, and 22nd
May and 29th May, all at 11am
❖ NEW SERVICE!!!! Four Lane Ends Mission 1st May at 11am followed
by a soup lunch
❖ Bickerstaffe School 24th May at 9am
Ascension Day
There will be a Holy Communion service at St Michael’s on Thursday
30th May at 7.30pm to celebrate Ascension Day.
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Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Thomas, Upholland
The Archdeacon’s visitation is primarily for sidemen and church
wardens, but PCC members are also welcome. The service will be on 9th
May and starts at 7.30pm.

Confirmation
This year’s Confirmation service will be at Christchurch, Aughton on
Sunday 27th October at 3pm. Starting in September, there will be two
confirmation classes, one for adults and the other for young people in
school year 9. If you would like to be Confirmed this year, then please
speak to Andrew.

Charity Collections
A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will
be donated to Litherland Moss School.
Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and
the Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever. Nonperishable food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please
leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so much for your
ongoing support.
Puppets at St Michael’s Hall Service
The Coverdale Puppets are coming to lead St Michael’s Hall Service on
Sunday 5th May. They are puppeteers who present Bible stories and
Christian morals in an exciting, fun and relevant way to both children
and adults. Do come along and tell your friends and family too.
Margaret Ellams
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Bickerstaffe News and Dates
Pastoral Visits
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak
to Irene or Andrew.
Rogation
We look forward to our Rogation service followed by bring-and-share
afternoon tea on Sunday 26th May at 3pm at Hall Farm. All welcome.
Bereavement Service
On Sunday 12th May there will be a Service of the Commemoration of
the Departed. Invitations will be sent to those who have had a funeral
for a loved one at Bickerstaffe Church this past year, but all who would
like to remember a loved one is welcome to come to the service.
Children’s Fun Sheets
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church,
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure
they have a sheet and a bag.
Bickerstaffe Primary School’s 175th Birthday
School look forward to celebrating 175th birthday by
hosting an Afternoon Tea on Friday 14th June from
2-5.00. The Bishop of Liverpool and Mayor will be in
attendance. All welcome.
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Parish Register
Please continue to pray for the families and friends of the following
people who have passed away. Thank you.
On April 4th, the funeral service for Sadie Rawsthorne aged 95, from
Sineacre Lane, was held in Church followed by cremation at St. Helens.
The funeral service for Jean Peet, aged 83 from Lyelake Lane, was held
in Church followed by burial in the Churchyard on April 5th.
On April 17th the funeral service for Audrey Hunter aged 78 was held in
Church followed by cremation at West Lancs Crematorium.

Bickerstaffe Treat Day
The Treat Day will be held on the Parish Field on
Saturday 8th June 2019 2pm-4pm. Come and be
part of our annual community event! The first Treat
Day took place in 1877. This is a fantastic event for
all the community.
The afternoon begins with the Morris Dancing procession from school
to Church and then onto the field. The next event is Maypole dancing
then afterwards there are races for children of all ages.
After the races, refreshments (including the Ice Cream van) can be
purchased and then everybody can enjoy the fair provided by Silcocks,
who have been attending for many years. This is an opportunity to meet
with new and old friends and regular supporters of this event. During
the afternoon the Skelmersdale Prize Brass band will be playing and also
entertainer Mr Stix will be providing added entertainment between
3pm-4pm.
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Parochial Church Council Members
Albert Webster
Albert has served as Church Warden at Bickerstaffe for two years. He
has been a faithful and hardworking Church Warden and I would like to
thank him personally for his loyal support. I have no doubt he will
continue to support church life in Bickerstaffe Thank you Albert!
Mike Emmott
Mike will serve as Church Warden in Albert’s place. I have no doubt that
Mike will add great value to the church in Bickerstaffe!
Audrey Banks and Sheila Prentice decided to retire following many,
many years’ service on the PCC. May we thank them for all their hard
work on the PCC and for all the work they continue to do but quietly in
the background. It is very much appreciated.

Choir & Organ News
Vera Gregson
Vera is stepping down as church organist and was presented with some
flowers at Easter Sunday service. Vera has been a wonderful organist,
serving the church on a Sunday as well as being a reliable organist for
both wedding and funeral services. We are very grateful to Vera for her
ministry and hard work.
Andrew

Dates for your diary and special services
9th May
Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Thomas, Upholland
12th May
Bereavement Service
14th May
Parochial Church Council
15th May
Book Club
24th May
School Eucharist
26th May
Rogation Service
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30th May
6th June
8th June
9th June
14th June
14th July
8th September
13th October
10th November
8th December

Ascension Service at St Michael’s
Shared Ministry Team
Treat Day
Family Pentecost Service
Bickerstaffe School 175th Anniversary Afternoon Tea
Civic Service
Family Service
Harvest Thanksgiving
Remembrance Service
Christingle

Book Club
Our next book is ‘The Leavers’ by Lisa Ko. It has been described as a
quietly sensational debut novel about migration, deportation and
contested citizenship. It is the story of a boy abandoned in the US by his
Chinese mother, and the dark, devastating truth behind it.
All welcome at The Derby Arms Pub, Aughton on Wednesday 15thMay
2019 from 8.00 pm. All welcome!
Gift Day
The gift day donations totalled £4530. Thank you for your generous
donations.
Stan Barnes
Thank you
I would like to thank everyone at Holy Trinity for the lovely flowers and
card I received at Easter. It was very kind of you.
Mary Barnes
Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe
If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a
renewal form, which you can pick up in church.
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Bickerstaffe Pensioner's Social Fund Afternoon Tea
To ensure we have sufficient funds for this year's
Pensioner's outing, there will be a Bring &
Buy/Afternoon tea at Stockley Crescent Meeting
Room at 4pm on Saturday 18th May. Admission £2,
which includes tea/coffee and cake.
Everyone is most welcome to join us to Bring and Buy or simply come
along to this fund-raising event. We look forward to seeing you!

In Celebration Of Mothers
Women’s Breakfast
On the day before Mothering Sunday, about 30 ladies from our joint
parishes assembled at 9am in the hall at Bickerstaffe school to enjoy an
excellent 'Full English breakfast' cooked by our vicar Andrew, assisted
by Merrick from Holy Trinity and Paul and Dennis from St. Michael’s. All
beautifully cooked and most appetising - and the ladies weren't
required to do any washing up! Well done chaps - and move over Jamie
Oliver!!
Following breakfast Kim Webber, the Chief Executive of West
Lancashire District Council, gave a most interesting talk covering her
background, early days of Council work in Lancashire and taking up her
post here in West Lancs. Thanks Kim for your talk and answering our
questions.
Mothering Sunday
On Mothering Sunday, we had a lovely celebration with our service, led
by Glen demonstrating the skill of cake-making, but only if you have the
correct ingredients. The singing was by our school choir and prayers led
by ladies of our Mothers’ Union. Children then presented flower sprays,
prepared by Mothers’ Union, to all ladies present together with a
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beautiful bookmark complete with chocolate. Our many thanks to Anne
and her Guides for this kind and thoughtful gift.
A truly memorable weekend.
Sheila Beeby

Smile Time: It's the thought that counts!
This story is told by a vicar (known to many of us) from a nearby Diocese.
The custom in his church is to ask just before the sermon, if any children
in the congregation have a birthday to celebrate. One Sunday morning,
a youngster put up his hand - whereupon a suitable birthday card was
written and presented to him just as the vicar began his sermon.
The boy immediately opened his card and drowned out the vicar by
announcing in a loud voice, "There's no money in it!"
Sheila Beeby

Church Rotas
Cleaning Rota
3rd May
10th May
17th May
24th May
31st May
7th June

Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
Team 6

E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill
I McCarthy, Susan Kenny
A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer
B Fairclough, B Winstanley, C Taylor
F Brownbill, S Prentice
M Clarke, V Heyes

If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep our church
beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a warden
for further information. Thank you.
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Flower Rota for May
5th May
12th May
19th May
26th May
2nd June

Mrs Lesley Rawlinson
Mrs Sheila Prentice
Mrs Alma Mercer
Mrs Irene McCarthy
Mr Edward Mercer

Fundraising for The Walton Centre
I am Joan Wilson (some of you may remember me as Joan Rigby) and I
need your help.
In July 2018 my great nephew, Andrew Rigby, suffered serious brain
injury when he was knocked off his motorbike on the Rainford Bypass.
In a coma, fearing the worst, he was transferred to the Walton Centre,
where after weeks of outstanding round the clock care, is now having
home rehabilitation.
A ‘thank you’ for that level of care seems insufficient, so I would like to
raise some funds for the Walton Centre by asking people to sponsor me
to Skydive from 15,000 feet. Weather permitting, I hope to come back
to earth with not too much of a bang on Saturday 11th May, in a field
somewhere in Blackpool. My son Michael, his girlfriend Simone and
Andrew’s brother Sean, will also be skydiving.
If you wish to sponsor me, telephone 07584 928219. I will return your
call and arrange a visit so I can bring my official Walton Centre sponsor
form for you to sign. I am funding the cost of the skydive myself (£250)
so all monies raised will go directly to the Walton Centre. Many thanks.
Joan Wilson
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs
22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ
Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Would you like to
advertise here?
If so, please contact
the editor for further
information.
Thank you.
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Ormskirk & District
Historical Society
We welcome new members,
visitors, and students alike.
Please see our website for
information or telephone 01704
631191. Meetings 7.30pm at Four
Lane Ends Mission.
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk
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The Women’s Institute
The next meeting is on Monday May 20th (a week
early due to the bank holiday) at 7.30 pm at the
Mission. We are going to learn all about the vital
work of the North West Air Ambulance. Please note
we are having a bring and buy sale on this evening.
As usual visitors and new members will be very welcome. For more
information please contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161 .

Mothers’ Union
Our April meeting was a presentation by Pete Chalk
and Catherine McKenzie from the Ormskirk Food
Bank. They have been operating for the past six
years and meet at New Church House Ormskirk.
People from the surrounding area use the facility
and some even walk from Burscough. As well as the food there is a
voucher scheme for butchery and fruit, so a balanced diet is given.
We are attending the Deanery Spring Festival at St. Thomas Melling on
April 30th. New members are most welcome.
Irene McCarthy

The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage
Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank?
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 01695 726161 and
we fix a date. For the meal we suggest a minimum donation of £35 per
person. Diners do not need to be churchgoers, what's not to like? We
look forward to your booking.
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Janice & Mike welcome you to
The Derby Arms

GORNALLS
FUNERAL SERVICE
A SYMPATHETIC AND
UNDERSTANDING
SERVICE

• Friendly staff
• Many guest ales
• Home cooked, traditional food
• Real fires
• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights

Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA
Telephone 01695 422237

We will take care of all
the arrangements with
care and sensitivity.
Call us 24 hours a day
Rainford
01744 886544
Prescott
0151 426 6069
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s
own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are replanted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and
the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure
we get a Premium quality tree.

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”
26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.
Tel 01695 723201 www.giltrees.com

And Finally….
The peace of God
be in your heart
The grace of God
be in your words
The love of God
be in your hands
The joy of God
be in your soul
and in the song
that your life sings.
© John Birch
www.faithandworship.com

Editorial News

The deadline for the
April magazine is
Friday 17th May.
As always, please pass articles to
myself or e-mail it to
jo.housley@gmail.com.
I will do my best to publish articles
when space and copyright allows.
Thank you for all your support.
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