Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe
July 2019

Bible verse for 2019
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Liverpool Diocesan Prayer
Loving Father, by your grace
we long to see more people knowing Jesus,
and more justice in your world.
Help us to live as your disciples
in the power of the Spirit
and to work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
50p
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Contact Details
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk. Twitter @HolyTrinityBick

VICAR
Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA 10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.
Tel: 01695 423204. Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.
Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be
made with the Vicar by telephone.

CHURCH WARDEN Mr Mike Emmott 07419 825818 emmott548@btinternet.com
CHURCH WARDEN Mr Edward McCarthy 07971 299606
TREASURER Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863
CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848.
CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS Mrs Hilary Rosbotham
READER EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson
MAGAZINE & WEB
Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk.
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com

PCC SECRETARY Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.
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Letter from Andrew Housley
Dear Friends,
On 24th June, I celebrated twenty five years since I was commissioned
as a Church Army Officer in Sheffield Cathedral. The three years of
Church Army training was like none other! Alongside the academic
rigour, we were sent on various placements so that we would get a
broad experience of church ministry. I have to admit that my Church
Army training was more useful than any other course I’ve studied since.
Our lecturers were themselves Church Army Officers and so what they
taught they had practiced themselves. During my three years of training
I experienced parish missions, urban ministry in Deptford, University
ministry in Edinburgh, industrial Chaplaincy in Sheffield, church planting
in Bath, beach mission in Weymouth, and various Sunday placements
enabled me to experience the broad spectrum of Anglican worship. I
have only fond memories of that period in my life. During those three
years, I met many who would become role models. I often think of those
men and women today when I face a challenge in ministry.
In Jesus’ model of ministry, we see that he never expects his disciples to
do what he wasn’t prepared to do himself. He would teach as he walked
with his disciples. Jesus was not a precious guru, but a practitioner of
what he taught. He would wash his disciples’ feet as a way of teaching
them the importance of serving one another. The Christian faith was
never intended to be an academic activity, but a way of life rooted in
our service to others.
Below is the prayer of consecration written by the founder of the Church
Army, Wilson Carlile, and it is said by all those commissioned.
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And now and here I give myself unto you,
And now and here you give yourself to me,
And now and here I find love within,
Break through me, Lord, that others I may win;
Your wounded body and your life blood poured,
Impel me forth to live and preach you Lord.
Andrew

Services in July

St Michael, Aughton

7th July
Trinity 3
Green
Isaiah 66.10-14;
Galatians 6.(1-6),7-16;
Luke 10.1-11,16-20

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

Holy Trinity,
Bickerstaffe

10.45am Andrew
Holy Communion

10.30am Sylvia Draper
Matins
10.30am
Hall Service
4pm Andrew
Holy Communion

14th July
Trinity 4
Green
Deuteronomy 30.9-14;
Colossians 1.1-14;
Luke 10.25-37

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion
10.30am Eileen Heaney
Family Communion

10.45am Andrew
Civic Service
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21st July
Trinity 5
Green
Genesis 18.1-10a;
Colossians 1.15-28;
Luke 10.38-42

8.15am Judith Ball
Holy Communion

10.45am Mark
Hudson
Morning Praise

10.30am Lin Camp
Morning Prayer
4pm Judith Ball
Holy Communion

28th July
Trinity 6
Green
Genesis 18.20-32;
Colossians 2.6-15,(1619); Luke 11.1-13

8.15am Sylvia Draper
Holy Communion

10.45am Duncan
Petty
Holy Communion

10.30am Sylvia Draper
Family Communion

Worship & Learning
7th July: In step with the Spirit
Galatians 6(1-6),7-16
Paul encourages his hearers to make the
church a place of mutual support and
encouragement, always striving to do what is
right. He wants them to remember that at the end of the day, all that
matters is the cross of Christ and the new life that comes from it.
A personal prayer
Lord, remove my blinkers of selfish pride, that I may see the needs of
others and sow with compassion your strength, love and peace as I
journey in step with your Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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14th July: Have you heard?
Colossians 1.1-14
The letter begins by giving thanks for the faith, love and hope that
characterise the church at Colossae. Paul delights in the fruit that they
are bearing already in their Christian life, and prays for the resources
they need to continue growing as kingdom people.
A personal prayer
Lord, nudge me if I get so preoccupied with my own faith that I neglect
to share it with those around me. Guide me in where and what to share,
that I may bring your joy to others. Amen.

21st July: Who is Jesus?
Colossians 1.15-28
In a lyrical text, Paul invites reflection on the glory of Jesus, revealed in
creation, known in the church, reconciling everything to God. He writes
of his dedication to a life of preaching this good news and helping
people to be reconciled to God in Christ.
A personal prayer
My Saviour and my God,
amid life’s demanding pace
help me to give you first place,
with time to sit and seek your face;
my faith and hope secure in the riches of your grace. Amen.

28th July: Rooted in Christ
Colossians 2.6-15 (16-19)
Paul reminds the Colossians that they belong to Christ in baptism and
through his sacrifice on the cross. Therefore, they need to live in the
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power of his forgiveness and not be led astray onto other paths that
claim to bring salvation.
A personal prayer
With my roots deeply planted in you,
Lord, draw me ever closer, day by day.
Nourish me with strength and confidence,
that I may bring
glory to your name.
Amen.

Benefice News
Communion in the Community
The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall,
Bickerstaffe School, and Four Lane Ends Mission are
a wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite
friends!!
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
1 Corinthians 11:26
❖ St Michael’s Hall on 10th, 24th and 31st July 11am (please note that
due to holidays, there will be no soup lunches after the services this
month).
❖ Four Lane Ends Mission 3rd July at 11am followed by a soup lunch
❖ Bickerstaffe School 5th July at 9am with First Communion in Church.
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Charity Collections
A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will
be donated to Litherland Moss School.
Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and
the Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever, particularly
in the run up to the school holidays when families need to find extra
meals. Non-perishable food items are therefore very much appreciated.
Please leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so much for
your ongoing support.

Confirmation
This year’s Confirmation service will be at Christchurch, Aughton on
Sunday 27th October at 3pm. Starting in September, there will be two
confirmation classes, one for adults and the other for young people in
school year 9. If you would like to be Confirmed this year, then please
speak to Andrew.

Men’s Breakfast
The next breakfast will be on Saturday 14th
September 9am at St Michael’s Hall. If you are able
to help with the cooking, please speak to Andrew.
We especially need more volunteers to arrive early
to set up (about 8am) and also stay behind to tidy up
and mop the floor in the kitchen. New members
welcome!
If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you.
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Furry Tails offers a different, exclusively designed pet sitting service for
cats and other small pets in their own homes, which allows you to tailor
visits to suit both you and your pet’s needs.
⚫

Have over 16 years’ experience in pet care, 13 years of
which are veterinary nursing

⚫

Caring, trustworthy professional

⚫

Uses nursing care plans to deliver expert care

⚫

Provide care for anything with fur, feathers or scales, from
cats, rabbits, ferrets, hamsters to fish, birds, birds of prey,
snakes & lizards and many more.

⚫

Reduces stress for both you and your pet

⚫

Visits start from £8 per day
If you have any questions about Furry Tails call
Eve on: 07415053401 or email
furrytails84@yahoo.com
www.furrytailspetsitting.co.uk
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Page 11
Jazz Night

A wonderful summer evening of light
music, Prosecco and strawberries will be
held at Holy Trinity Church 7.30pm on
Friday 19th July with Jacqui’s Rhythm Katz
- an accomplished 9 piece band, with
some of the finest musicians from across
the North West. Tickets £8 on the door.
Please bring your friends!

Bickerstaffe News and Dates
Pastoral Visits
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak
to Irene or Andrew.

Children’s Fun Sheets
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church,
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure
they have a sheet and a bag.

Dates for your diary and special services
5th July
First Communion Service for Bickerstaffe School
Children
14th July
Civic Service
8th September Baptism Service
13th October
Harvest Thanksgiving
10th November Remembrance Service
8th December Christingle
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Welcome to the Lord’s Table
On Friday 5th July at 9am, some of the children from Bickerstaffe School
will receive their First Communion. Please support the families who
come to support their children and remember them in your prayers.

Civic Service and walk of witness
On Sunday 14th July, we will meet as usual at Heyes Croft at 10.30am
to parade to church. This year there will be a civic service, so please let
Andrew know if there is a community group or representative to whom
he can send a letter of invitation.

A letter from Vera Gregson
I write to say how much I have enjoyed the opportunity to be organist
at Holy Trinity, and now as I have needed to step down, to say a big
‘thank you’ to each and every one of you for your friendship and loyalty,
and for your thanks to me and for the appreciation you have shown me,
and for all we have achieved together.
My thanks too, for the wonderful flowers, your very generous gifts, and
most of all for surrounding me with your prayers for David and me as
we move to Cumbria. I was overwhelmed by such a moving and
powerful experience at the end of my final service.
Vera

Afternoon Tea at Four Lane Ends Mission
Please join us for Afternoon Tea on Thursday 11th
July 2pm-4pm (food served at 3pm). Tickets £5 on
the door.
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Prayer Time
That we can glimpse you within creation
is a beautiful thought,
but also tells us that you desire to be seen,
to be found and known.
Open our eyes, Lord,
as we walk through this world,
feel the wind and sunshine,
see the majesty of creation
unfolding before our eyes.
Help us to see you
Prayer: © John Birch www.faithandworship.com
Photo: Gaia Exhibition at Liverpool Cathedral May/Jun ’19. It is a 7m, 3D replica of the
Earth which rotates every 4 minutes. The artist is Luke Jerram.
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Just a mustard seed, you said,
just a mustard seed of faith to remove
the mountain of doubts and difficulties
which beset our often frail existence.
We readily confess, Lord Jesus,
that there are times when we reach out
seemingly in vain for that mustard seed.
And yet, if we did but think for a moment,
in that very act of reaching out
we reveal the presence
of the very seed that we seek.
Lord Jesus we have faith in your power to heal,
but lack the self-confidence to ask.
We have faith in your ability to mend broken hearts ,
but lack the experience in our own lives.
We have faith in your power to bring wholeness,
into lives that are incomplete,
but hesitate to trouble you with our prayers.
We are like children, Lord Jesus,
standing here in awe of your power and love,
afraid to ask that which we know is possible,
because we are afraid
of the consequences of our asking.
Lord Jesus, accept the mustard seed
that we hold out to you, hearts outstretched.
Take it and the prayers that we offer,
and grant us the grace to accept
that our prayers are heard and answered
at the moment of asking,
by a God who knows our own incompleteness,
and is working to make us whole
© John Birch www.faithandworship.com
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Bickerstaffe Pensioners’ Social Committee
We are looking forward to our outing to Llandudno with afternoon tea
on Thursday 22 August. All eligible people in Bickerstaffe – free. All
others - £20. Please ring 01695 727613 if you wish to come with us.
Hilary Rosbothom

Church Rotas
Cleaning Rota
5 July
12 July
19th July
26th July
2nd August
9th August

Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
Team 6
Team 1
Team 2

A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer
B Fairclough, B Winstanley
F Brownbill, S Prentice
M Clarke, V Heyes
E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill
I McCarthy, S Kenny

If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep our church
beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a warden
for further information. Thank you.

Flower Rota for July
7th July
14th July
21st July
28th July
4th August

Mrs Ida Smith
Vacant
Mrs Rita Appleton
Vacant
Mrs Audrey Banks
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Bickerstaffe School’s 175th Birthday Celebration
Pupils, Staff and parents laid on a wonderful afternoon
to celebrate our school's anniversary which was much
enjoyed by many visitors, past staff, pupils and teachers.
Thanks to all who made this such an enjoyable occasion.
This poem was written for Class 2 as a tribute to those 175 years.
Our school is having a birthday
We're a hundred and seventy-five years old
Hundreds of children have passed through our doors
And many teachers - some young and some old!
The outside of the building looks just the same
Some alterations inside have been done
Our lessons have seen many changes as well
And learning here, now, is such fun.
We have indoor toilets and central heating
Good lighting and carpeted floors
We have tasty school dinners to keep us strong
And all kinds of activities indoors
We're encouraged to learn with song and dance
And have a field to enjoy playing games
The best part is dancing the Maypole
But it's not too much fun when it rains!
Reverend Andrew, our Vicar, is a welcome guest
His visits usually give us a laugh
His message of love we try to share
As we travel a Christian path
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We thank all our helpers and teachers
Who care for us every day
Not forgetting our special friend, Bob the Dog,
Who cheers us on our way
Wherever we go in the years ahead
We'll remember our times here with pride
With laughter and learning, we'll always recall
Our school is a building with tomorrow inside.
Sheila Beeby

Smile time: Nice one Vicar!
An army colonel decided to retire to his favourite village in Wales. He
had been accepted by the locals even though he was English and fitted
into village life well.
One day he was pruning his roses when the Vicar spotted him and went
over for a chat. After exchanging pleasantries, the vicar asked, 'How
long have you been in the village now, Colonel?' 'Fifteen years, Vicar,
and I've loved every minute of it.' 'In all that time I don't think we've
seen you in church yet. Is there any reason for that, Colonel?. 'A very
good reason, Vicar. I am an English speaker, and your services are
conducted in Welsh.' 'Ah,' said the Vicar, 'but our collection is
conducted in English, Colonel!'

The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage
Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank?
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 01695 726161 and
we fix a date. For the meal we suggest a minimum donation of £35 per
person. Diners do not need to be churchgoers, what's not to like? We
look forward to your booking.
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs
22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ
Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Would you like to
advertise here?
If so, please contact
the editor for further
information.
Thank you.
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Ormskirk & District
Historical Society
We welcome new members,
visitors, and students alike.
Please see our website for
information or telephone 01704
631191. Meetings 7.30pm at Four
Lane Ends Mission.
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk
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The Women’s Institute
On Monday July 22nd at 7.30pm at The Mission we
welcome back, by popular request, a very
entertaining speaker, Mrs. Jackie Mafi, who is
coming to give us another of her power point
presentations. This one is entitled ‘How They All
Began.’ It is all about fascinating stories of wellknown brands and objects such as Pears Soap and
Robertson's Jam.
Do come along to see what we do. You won't be
disappointed. Visitors and new members are always
welcome. For more information please contact
Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161.

The Mothers’ Union
Our meeting in June was a social time and we
enjoyed fellowship time together on a lovely sunny
afternoon.
In July, we have our usual Member’s choice and
strawberry tea. This will be on Wednesday 17th July
at the Mission when we will welcome our Melling
friends.

Skydive Success
Hearty congratulations to Joan Wilson, who raised an astonishing
£2,246.25 in aid of The Walton Centre by skydiving near Cockerham
recently. Joan would like to thank all her sponsors for this fantastic
amount.
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Janice & Mike welcome you to
The Derby Arms

GORNALLS
FUNERAL SERVICE
A SYMPATHETIC AND
UNDERSTANDING
SERVICE

• Friendly staff
• Many guest ales
• Home cooked, traditional food
• Real fires
• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights

Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA
Telephone 01695 422237

We will take care of all
the arrangements with
care and sensitivity.
Call us 24 hours a day
Rainford
01744 886544
Prescott
0151 426 6069
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s
own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are replanted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and
the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure
we get a Premium quality tree.

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”
26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.
Tel 01695 723201 www.giltrees.com

And Finally….
Lord, be with us this day,
Within us to purify us;
Above us to draw us up;
Beneath us to sustain us;
Before us to lead us;
Behind us to restrain us;
Around us to protect us.
(Patrick c389-461)
Quoted by John Birch
www.faithandworship.com

Editorial News

The deadline for the
August magazine is
Friday 12th July

As always, please pass articles to
myself or e-mail it to
jo.housley@gmail.com.
I will do my best to publish articles
when space and copyright allows.
Thank you for all your support.
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