Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe
August 2019

Bible verse for 2019
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Liverpool Diocesan Prayer
Loving Father, by your grace
we long to see more people knowing Jesus,
and more justice in your world.
Help us to live as your disciples
in the power of the Spirit
and to work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
50p
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Contact Details
Website www.holytrinitybickerstaffe.co.uk. Twitter @HolyTrinityBick

VICAR
Reverend Captain Andrew Housley, CA 10 Church Lane, Aughton, Ormskirk L396SB.
Tel: 01695 423204. Mob: 07788 256 776, E-mail: andrew.housley67@gmail.com.
Requests for weddings and baptisms should in the first instance, be made to the Vicar
at the end of the Family Service. Arrangements for funerals and interments may be
made with the Vicar by telephone.

CHURCH WARDEN Mr Mike Emmott 07419 825818 emmott548@btinternet.com
CHURCH WARDEN Mr Edward McCarthy 07971 299606
TREASURER Mr Stan Barnes (including. Magazine Finance) 07923 928863
CHURCH WARDEN EMERITUS Mr Merrick Rimmer. Tel: 01695 727848.
CHURCH TREASURER EMERITUS Mrs Hilary Rosbotham
READER EMERITUS Mr Colin Johnson
MAGAZINE & WEB
Mrs Jo Housley (Mag. Editor) 01695 423204. bickerstaffechurchmagazine@yahoo.co.uk.
Mr Edward McCarthy (Webmaster) 07971 299606 westlancsedward@btinternet.com

PCC SECRETARY Ms Anne Rosbotham-Williams. Telephone 01695 722034.
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Letter from Andrew Housley
Dear Friends,
Overlooking my desk are pictures of all the churches, where I have
served. I also have a copy of William Holman Hunt’s picture ‘The Light
of the World’. There is also an icon of the crucifixion, and lastly there is
a picture of a caravan above which is written, ‘You don’t need magic to
disappear…All you need is a caravan’.
We all need things to look forward to, for me it is hitching up the caravan
and driving to exotic places like the Vendee or Knaresborough. It is when
I am away in the caravan that I am most relaxed. Sitting in a deckchair
reading a book; walking the dogs; going on a family bike ride; having a
few drinks with friends late into the night in the awning…the list goes
on.
I am sure we would all agree that taking time out is good for the body,
the mind and the soul. We are more productive when we’ve had a
chance to recharge our batteries.
As we have entered the holiday season, I pray that we will all be kept
safe while on our journeys, and that we return refreshed to serve God
and one another.
O Father,
You are always there,
For your love reaches everywhere.
Above the clouds, beneath the sea,
I know your hand will cover me.
Through the darkened starry night,
Again at dawn when all is bright.
Upon the heavens, or over bridges,
Deepest valleys, rocky ridges.
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You beside me, o so close,
Knowing when I need you most.
Through different lands of war or peace,
Where suffering stirs or riches twist,
I choose to walk the path you tread,
And carry your wisdom where I'm led.
I’ll bring your peace with every step,
And bless each place I rest my head.
You keep me safe, watch over me,
I choose to put my trust in thee.

Andrew

Services in August

St Michael, Aughton

4th August
Trinity 7
Green
Ecclesiastes 1.2,12-14;
2.18-23;
Colossians 3.1-11;
Luke 12.13-21

8.15am Sylvia D
Holy Communion
10.30am Bill
Matins
10.30am
Hall Service
4pm Sylvia D
Holy Communion

Holy Trinity,
Bickerstaffe

10.45am Choir
Songs of Praise
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11th August
Trinity 8
Green
Genesis 15.1-6;
Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16;
Luke 12.32-40

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

18th August
Trinity 9
Green
Jeremiah 23.23-29;
Hebrews 11.29 - 12.2;
Luke 12.49-56

8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

25th August
Trinity 10
Green
Isaiah 58.9b-14;
Hebrews 12.18-29;
Luke 13.10-17

10.45am Andrew
Family Service

10.30am Judith
Family Communion

10.45am Mark
Morning Praise

10.30am Andrew
Morning Prayer
4pm Andrew
Holy Communion
8.15am Andrew
Holy Communion

10.45am Rachel
Holy Communion

10.30am Andrew
Family Communion

Worship & Learning
4th August: A Christlike Community
Colossians 3.1-11
As Christians, our lives belong to Christ in
God, hidden until he is revealed in glory.
Therefore, we must turn from lifestyles that
are alien to Christ and live as people clothed
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in ‘new creation’, where the old distinctions based on race or faith are
forgotten.
A personal prayer
Lord, as I seek your daily renewal, help me to become the person you
created me to be. Help me to live each day joyfully celebrating my new
life in you, honouring your name in all I do and say. Amen.
11th August: Unfailing treasure
Luke 12.32-40
‘Do not be afraid,’ Jesus tells his disciples. God offers the chance of
building credit in heaven rather than having to depend on vulnerable
purses. And, incredibly, he is a master who is ready to serve his own
slaves – it is worth staying awake for his arrival!
A personal prayer
Lord, thank you for your unfailing treasure.
Help me to dress each day in your garments of honour and goodness
as I wait and trust in you,
ready for whatever you lead me to do. Amen.
18th August: Until it is complete
Luke 12.49-56
Two images of judgement – fire and water – lead into an exploration of
how faith can divide families, and a challenge to the crowds to recognise
the implications of Jesus’ ministry as clearly as they recognise changing
weather.
A personal prayer
Lord, help me to kindle the fire of the good news by discerning,
interpreting and applying – without compromise – your word to my life.
Amen.
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25th August: God’s gift to the Sabbath
Luke 13.10-17
Jesus is teaching in the synagogue on the sabbath. He heals a woman
who is bent double. The synagogue leader criticises Jesus for healing on
the sabbath. But Jesus reminds his opponents that they care for their
animals on the sabbath. Surely the woman matters more than an
animal!
A personal prayer
Lord, help me to walk tall and to rejoice each day in the freedom your
love and kindness crowns me with. Amen.

Benefice News
Communion in the Community
The Holy Communion Services in St Michael’s Hall,
Bickerstaffe School, and Four Lane Ends Mission are
a wonderful opportunity for outreach. Please invite
friends!!
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
1 Corinthians 11:26
❖ St Michael’s Hall on 14th and 28th at 11am (please note that due to
holidays, there will be no soup lunches after the services this
month).
❖ Four Lane Ends Mission 7th August at 11am followed by a soup
lunch
❖ Bickerstaffe School 27th September at 9am.
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Charity Collections
A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will
be donated to Litherland Moss School.
Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army, and
the Skelmersdale Food Bank remains as important as ever, particularly
in the school holidays when families need to find extra meals. Nonperishable food items are therefore very much appreciated. Please
leave any items at the back of church. Thank you so much for your
ongoing support.

Confirmation
This year’s Confirmation service will be at Christchurch, Aughton on
Sunday 27th October at 3pm. Starting in September, there will be two
confirmation classes, one for adults and the other for young people in
school year 9. If you would like to be Confirmed this year, then please
speak to Andrew.

Men’s Breakfast
The next breakfast will be on Saturday 14th
September 9am at St Michael’s Hall. If you are able
to help with the cooking, please speak to Andrew.
We especially need more volunteers to arrive early
to set up (about 8am) and also stay behind to tidy up
and mop the floor in the kitchen. New members
welcome!
If you have good quality men’s clothes, then please bring them to be
taken to the Salvation Army in Bootle. Thank you.
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Furry Tails offers a different, exclusively designed pet sitting service for
cats and other small pets in their own homes, which allows you to tailor
visits to suit both you and your pet’s needs.
⚫

Have over 16 years’ experience in pet care, 13 years of
which are veterinary nursing

⚫

Caring, trustworthy professional

⚫

Uses nursing care plans to deliver expert care

⚫

Provide care for anything with fur, feathers or scales, from
cats, rabbits, ferrets, hamsters to fish, birds, birds of prey,
snakes & lizards and many more.

⚫

Reduces stress for both you and your pet

⚫

Visits start from £8 per day
If you have any questions about Furry Tails call
Eve on: 07415053401 or email
furrytails84@yahoo.com
www.furrytailspetsitting.co.uk
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Summer Coach Trip to Chatsworth House on Wednesday 7th August
Adults £32.
At the time of writing, there are still a few seats available on our coach
outing to Chatsworth House. If you, your family and your friends would
like to join us, we'd be delighted to have you aboard. The coach will be
leaving St Michael’s church hall car park at 8.30am and we're all looking
forward to another lovely day's outing visiting this wonderful stately
home set in the Derbyshire dales.
Lynn Trelford, 01695 423558

Bickerstaffe News and Dates
Pastoral Visits
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, then please speak
to Irene or Andrew.
Children’s Fun Sheets
Children’s Fun Sheets and crayons are available at the back of church,
plus fun bags. If you see any children in the service, please make sure
they have a sheet and a bag.
Dates for your diary and special services
8th September Baptism Service
13th October
Harvest Thanksgiving
10th November Remembrance Service
8th December Christingle
Bickerstaffe Pensioners’ Social Committee
We are looking forward to our outing to Llandudno with afternoon tea
on Thursday 22 August. All eligible people in Bickerstaffe – free. All
others - £20. Please ring 01695 727613 if you wish to come with us.
Hilary Rosbothom
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Parish Register
The funeral took place on July 2nd of Thomas Cropper (Tom) aged 97 of
High Lane Farm. The service was followed by internment in the
Churchyard. Please continue to keep Tom’s family in your prayers.

Church Rotas
Cleaning Rota
2nd August
9th August
16th August
23rd August
30th August
6th September

Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
Team 6

E Short, B Bell, F Brownbill
I McCarthy, S Kenny
A Banks, G Banks, N Rimmer
B Fairclough, B Winstanley
F Brownbill, S Prentice
M Clarke, V Heyes

If you can spare a little time to go on the rota and help keep our church
beautifully clean, that would be wonderful. Please speak to a warden
for further information. Thank you.

Flower Rota for August
4th August
11th August
18th August
25th August
1st September
8th September

Mrs Audrey Banks
Mrs Barbara Fairclough
Mrs Margaret Fairclough
Mrs Irene McCarthy
Mrs Violet Heyes
Mrs Jenny Banks
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Tailoring Our Services To Your Needs
22 Derby Street, Ormskirk L39 2BZ
Tel 01695 574201 or E-mail info@dphlaw.co.uk
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Prayer Time
You call, and so often,
amid the bustle of our day,
we’re distracted
and fail to hear your voice.
You knock, but our lives
are untidy, unprepared,
and so we pretend
we never heard the sound.
Forgive us, Lord,
who look to you for guidance,
but only on our terms,
- when we call you –
and so often your need of us
is in the ‘now’ of our busy-ness,
which can be ‘inconvenient’.
Forgive us, Lord,
may the door of our hearts
be open, and our ears attuned
for that unexpected call.
© John Birch
www.faithandworship.com
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Oil Search In Bickerstaffe By Owen Taylor
What’s the tallest man-made structure ever to have been built in
Bickerstaffe? Probably the Church, at 80ft high, would be the answer of
most parishioners, but a few would remember the oil-rig, at almost
twice the height, erected on Walkden House Farm, directly opposite
Huyton’s shop on Sineacre Lane, in March 1944.
Oil was first extracted in commercial amounts at Formby in May 1939.
Knowledge of oil’s existence in this region of Lancashire was evident in
1637, when visiting Historian, William Camden, wrote “Moist and
mossie turffes are digged up which serve the inhabitants for fewell and
candle light”. Obviously the mossland he mentioned was impregnated
with crude oil. The ‘Nodding-Donkeys’ of Formby, as they were called,
produced oil until 1966, when they became uneconomic and were
closed down.
After the D-Day invasion, oil was pumped from Formby into the ‘PlutoPipeline’, a pipeline that was laid from England to France to supply the
Allied Forces.
There was no doubt, the D’Arcy Exploration Co, a B.P. subsidiary, was in
a positive mood when drilling began at Bickerstaffe. It wasn’t long
before sheds, tents and a marquee were erected and within a month
the whole place resembled an early settlers’ camp. The rough and
tumble life of the oil-riggers soon attracted girls from outside the district
and singing and music was often heard from the camp.
First signs of progress were apparent when 5-inch diameter tubular
pieces of rock were being ejected from the drill-head, these were of
many shades of colour as the drill passed through each different
stratum.
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Arial view showing where the oil drilling took place. The indentations in
the field are still visible. Positioned on Walkden Farm, corner of Sineacre
Lane and Moss Lane. Photo by Microlight Pilot, Ronald Taylor in the
1980s.
The hamlet of Barrow Nook welcomed the newcomers in their stride, and of
course everyone was expecting to one day see an oil ‘gusher’ like those
portrayed in films.
One lady evacuee, who lived in the old Blacksmiths house, asked the local
fruiterer, “Have they reached the oil yet”, he jokingly replied, “No, but I think
they’ve got to the paraffin!”, she answered, “I’m so glad, I use such a lot”.
It was this kind of innocence that prevailed during the Second World War. Even
the local Vicar, the Revd. Watts, became enthused. In his monthly Parish
Magazine article he wrote, “Oil, Oil, Oil in Bickerstaffe, who would’ve thought
we might be sitting on an oilfield!”.
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No-one could understand why the drilling platform was so near to the old
quarry, it was obvious to locals that a tremendous amount of rock would have
to be bored through to reach any oil.

An oil drilling rig similar to the one
in Bickerstaffe. Usually 150 ft to
180ft high.
Photo: www.uglyhedgehog.com/t110567-1.html
Eventually,
coal-seams
were
penetrated and when this news
was revealed the whole village
became expectant that oil was
close at hand and the drillers had
reached their objective. But this
was not to be. The complete
operation was halted and the rig
dismantled. After 12 months there
was no sign of anything ever having
been there, except for a few scars
on the landscape, which are still visible today on aerial photographs.
Oil drilling also took place at Freshfield in 1949, Crawford in 1956, and
Croxteth in 1953. An old local miner once told the story of how he often
greased the coal-trucks underground at a certain location in
Bickerstaffe, where a thick oily substance oozed from the coal-seams.
Perhaps it is fortunate the prospectors never spoke to him!
Acknowledgements: Lancashire Life, Chris Aspin, Ronald Taylor,
http://www.uglyhedgehog.com, Angela Chaderton.
Owen Taylor
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Would you like to
advertise here?
If so, please contact
the editor for further
information.
Thank you.
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Ormskirk & District
Historical Society
We welcome new members,
visitors, and students alike.
Please see our website for
information or telephone 01704
631191. Meetings 7.30pm at Four
Lane Ends Mission.
www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk
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The Women’s Institute
The next meeting of the Women's Institute is on
Monday, August 19th at 7.30pm at Four Lane Ends
Mission. Instead of listening to a speaker we are
going to enjoy a Games Night for a change.

Visitors and new members are always welcome. For more information
please contact Margaret Fairclough on 01695 729161.

The Mothers’ Union
Our meeting was our usual summer event of Members’ choice hymns
and strawberry tea. Our friends from Melling joined us. We meet again
in September, when our speaker will be Mrs Maggie Teachen

100 Club Draw
Congratulations to the winners listed below. If you would like to be
included in the Draw, please contact Hilary Rosbotham. Thank you.
Prize
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

June 2019
Renee Forster
Victoria Nelmes
Joyce Cropper
Hilary Rosbotham

July 2019
Arthur Gore
Gladys Gardiner
Kitty Weatherall
Pauline Blackburn

The Friends of Bickerstaffe Church: Auberge at The Anchorage
Fancy a beautiful nine course meal that won't break the piggy bank?
Gather up a group of fourteen friends, ring Renee on 01695 726161 and
we fix a date. For the meal we suggest a minimum donation of £35 per
person. Diners do not need to be churchgoers, what's not to like?
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Janice & Mike welcome you to
The Derby Arms

GORNALLS
FUNERAL SERVICE
A SYMPATHETIC AND
UNDERSTANDING
SERVICE

• Friendly staff
• Many guest ales
• Home cooked, traditional food
• Real fires
• Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights

Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA
Telephone 01695 422237

We will take care of all
the arrangements with
care and sensitivity.
Call us 24 hours a day
Rainford
01744 886544
Prescott
0151 426 6069
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Liverpool Cathedral News
Why
not
browse
through
the
Cathedral
website
www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk for the latest news on worship and
events? Here are a few examples of events planned for August:
Summer Bank Holiday Organ Recital 2019
Join Lee Ward Director of Music, in our August Bank Holiday Monday
Recital on 26th August 11.15am - 12.30pm. This concert is part of the
Organ Recital Season 2019. Admission by programme: £5 available on
the door
Special Guided Tour
1st, 8th, and 22nd August 6pm-7pm
For three evenings in August, you can get an exclusive tour of our
cathedral with one of our expert guides. Each tour is limited to ten
people, so you get a personalised experience in a tranquil cathedral
We know that some days we can be really busy with many people
wanting to encounter our awesome building. And many visitors have
told us they would love to soak in the cathedral atmosphere in a calm,
peaceful way. On August 1st; August 8th and August 22nd you can.
For only £10 per person our exclusive guided evening tours will enable
ten people to enjoy our building accompanied by a knowledgeable
guide. You can explore our history and soak up the atmosphere from
6pm to 7pm. And you can add to your experience by coming to
Evensong at 5:30pm before meeting your tour guide.
To book your place email jenny.moran@liverpoolcathedral.org.uk
stating which date you wish and how many places you want. She will
contact back to confirm your place and organise payment
Source: www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk
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Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s
own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are replanted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and
the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure
we get a Premium quality tree.

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”
26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 0EG.
Tel 01695 723201 www.giltrees.com

And Finally….
God be in you… always
God be in your resting
God be in your waking
God be in your busyness
God be in your quietness
God be in your speaking
God be in your listening
God be in your fullness
God be in your emptiness
God be in your laughing
God be in your weeping
God be in you… always.
© John Birch
www.faithandworship.com

Editorial News

The deadline for the
September magazine is
Friday 16th August

As always, please pass articles to
myself or e-mail it to
jo.housley@gmail.com.
I will do my best to publish articles
when space and copyright allows.
Thank you for all your support.
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