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Bible Verse for 2020

“ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and

today and forever .” Hebrews 13:8

Prayer for 2020

God, grant me the Serenity to
accept the things | cannot
change... Courage to change the
things | can, and Wisdom to know
the difference. Amen.

Reinhold Neibuhr
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Letter from Andrew Housley

Dear Friends,

| would like to begin by sharing a poem written by Sheila Beeby from
Bickerstaffe Church.

We Will Survive

Stay indoors! Don't go out!
Especially if you're old
It's time to act responsibly
And do as we are told.

Don't panic-buy - there's food for all

And sufficient household goods

Buy what you need - not three times more
And we'll survive till we're out of the woods.

Look out for each other - phone a friend
They're feeling lonely too

Ask about family - pets as well

Your kindness will come back to you.

We're fed and warm and safe at home
Let's make the best of things

A cheerful word when someone asks
We'll cope with what life brings.

We all have a friend - oh such a friend
Who is just a prayer away

Ask Him to guide and strengthen us
And support us through each day.
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| have no doubt that the poem has raised a smile amongst our readers!
My heart has been warmed by how positive and creative many of us
have been when faced with a challenge of the past few weeks. The
ladies who live in St Michael’s alms houses have stepped out of their
bungalows each day to do stretching exercises to music. Sheila Beeby
wrote poems and prayers to bring encouragement to people. During the
weekend of Mothering Sunday, St Michael’s offered primulas to people
outside the church, while the Bickerstaffe Brownies and Guides gave out
chocolates. I'm also grateful for contributions people from both St
Michael’s and Holy Trinity have made to the online church services,
which | think we may need to sustain for some time.

The Prayer Chain continues to grow, as we make new friends as we
share support and prayer. If you would like to join the prayer chain,
there is more information in this magazine and on the church websites.

The other day someone said to me, ‘we are facing a challenge on a
biblical scale and so we need faith on a biblical scale’. Never a truer word
spoken! There are times when we all wrestle with our faith, but as a
church family we are called to encourage one another and to give
special attention to our weaker members. | have no doubt, that during
these difficult weeks the Holy Spirit will inspire and guide us in our
prayer and also in our fellowship.

As our buildings will be shut for a few weeks or even months we need
to be reminded of what continues. | recently read the following, which
puts it quite well.
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Church online NOT CANCELLED
Quiet time with God NOT CANCELLED
Praying for the sick NOT CANCELLED
Checking on a friend NOT CANCELLED
Helping others NOT CANCELLED
Being the church NOW MORE THAN EVER

There are no hard copies of the magazine this month. If you know
somebody who is unable to access the online copy, please feel free to
e-mail or post them a copy. Thank you. Please also check the website
for news and updates.

God bless,
Andrew

Let’s catch and share love and joy this Easter

~ The Bible tells us that perfect love casts out
-~ , fear, "for fear has to do with punishment, and
& D‘IOCBSQ Of whoever fears has not reached perfection in
\-- —_~— L]V@prO] love." (1 John 4:18). At a time of world-wide
fear, when the spread of the Coronavirus is

testing relationships between nations as well as between individuals,
Christians have a responsibility to look to life and to choose life.

This can have very simple consequences, as we ask God for the grace to
make a difference in the world. Our mood can really shape us and how
we interact with each other. Mood is infectious and contagious, our
happiness can help others shine; sadness can cast a shadow over us all.
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The Easter story takes us on a journey through many emotions, rooted
in fear and rooted in love. We have the thrilling, loud and triumphant
entry into Jerusalem, we have the quiet and agonised reflections of
Jesus with his disciples, the fearful atmosphere of the betrayal and trial
of Jesus and the overpowering grief when Jesus is crucified.

But then comes the decisive moment. We see the revelation of the
empty tomb and the joy of the disciples knowing in their hearts and
seeing with their eyes the perfect love that casts out fear. Jesus had
risen; Jesus is risen. The joy that spread through Jesus’s followers and
through the world over centuries becomes the central message of hope
that Christianity offers the world. And it's a hope that shines most
brightly in times of fear.

It's a hope founded in the knowledge that each and every one of us is
seen by God as uniquely and wonderfully made. The hope that no
matter who we are, what our background is, we are welcome to the
table of the Lord, where we are abundantly provided for in life and in
death. That we are loved without condition.

One of my favourite lines in the liturgy is the resounding message of joy
we offer congregations from Easter to Pentecost. Alleluia, Christ is
Risen. We share the Church's confident cry of joy. We celebrate that
through all the struggle and strife, fear and anxiety, God is good. We
remember that God is victorious and that we and all the world can share
in the love God gives so freely and so generously.

As we ask God to make the difference in the world through us, then part
of God's answer to our prayers will be the strength and motivation to
show that difference to the world in the way we live. As you know, in
our Diocese we are asking God for a bigger church to make a bigger
difference, and we say, "more people knowing Jesus, more justice in the
world".
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With this in mind we constantly encourage one another - as difference-
makers we encourage one another to "do ten things" that will show and
share God’s love. Its why we follow our Rule of Life with its inner and
outer journeys. When we have received food from God through our
prayer, our reading and learning then we are sent to tell, serve and give
so that more and more people may know what it means to live in the
knowledge that Christ has risen.

As | write this, we are rightly being encouraged to follow medical and
scientific advice on the Coronavirus. Some of this advice is to distance
and isolate ourselves from one another, if by doing so we can keep this
illness away from those who are most vulnerable. That is of course a
sane and sensible response. But it is also a response that can inevitably
leave the vulnerable feeling alone and unloved. As a community of
people who gather together around our Lord when we can, this
challenges us in the Diocese to find other ways to look at how we share
the love of Jesus. Using technology — from a simple phone call to
messages of love and solidarity on social media — let’s look at how we
can daily show the love that casts out fear.

Epidemics have come and gone in the past, and they have brought the
best and the worst out of human beings and human society. As we move
towards Easter, may we all commit ourselves to sharing in the life that
conquered suffering and death - the risen life of Jesus which we
celebrate at Easter and seek to share at all times. May God bless you
with courage, health and hope, and with the resurrection life which
nothing can defeat. Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Bishop Beverley of Warrington
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Worship & Learning

5th April: Turning point.
ROO S Matthew 21:1-11
Worship and learning | for the whole Church  Jesus enters _]erusa|em as a Passover
eI
pilgrim for the last time, demonstrating
how he brings in God’s kingdom and setting the stage for the showdown
with those he sees as God’s real enemies.

A personal prayer

Jesus, | journey with you today
as you journey with me.

Let me go where you go. Amen.

12th April: Delighting in God’s grace. Matthew 28:1-10

Two women, disciples of Jesus, visit his tomb once the sabbath is over.
They find the tomb empty, and experience both fear and joy. They are
sent by an angel to tell the rest of the disciples that Jesus is raised.

A personal prayer

Thank you, risen Jesus,

that you are my Lord and Saviour.

In you | have joy and hope, always. Amen.

19th April: Peace be with you. John 20:19-31

The risen Jesus appears among his disciples when Thomas is absent.
Jesus breathes on them and says, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. A week later,
Jesus appears again and speaks to Thomas directly. Thomas cries out,
‘My Lord and my God!’
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A personal prayer

Let me feel the touch of peace,

the touch of life,

the touch of the risen Lord,

beside me, behind me, and before me
all the days of my life. Amen.

26th April: Moments of revelation. Luke 24:13-35

Two disciples walk back from Jerusalem to their home in Emmaus. They
are in despair about the death of Jesus. Jesus appears and walks beside
them, but they do not recognise him. He teaches them from the
Scriptures, and they see who he is when he breaks bread with them.

A personal prayer

Risen Christ, friend, companion, healer:
as | walk the road in front of me

be by my side and never leave. Amen.

Benefice News

Pastoral Visits
If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral phone call, then please
speak to Irene or Andrew.

Charity Collections

A reminder that we continue to collect good quality children’s clothes
and other school items such as football boots, and goggles, which will
be donated to Litherland Moss School.

Gift of men’s clothes will be forwarded to Bootle Salvation Army.
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The Skelmersdale Food Bank remains a vital service for members of the
community. Non-perishable food items are therefore very much
appreciated. Please leave any items at your local supermarket. Thank
you so much for your ongoing support.

Friends of Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe

If you need to renew your annual subscription, then please complete a
renewal form, which you can pick up in church.

offe Fle,, Bickerstaffe Lodge
ag} @ “% Open 8am to 6pm s
< 2
@ % in
Pre School N

Home of Fledglings Pre School & Nursery - Places available for children
from 6 months old. We have free early education places for eligible 2 & 3
year olds.

Home of Bickersplatts, Breakfast, After School & Holiday Club for

children 6 months to 11 year olds.

Bickerstaffe Lodge is operated by Bickerstaffe Children's Services Ltd,
a not for profit social enterprise. For all enquiries, please e-mail
bickerstaffelodge@yahoo.co.uk, tel 01695 720238, or call to have a look
around.
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@] ASHCROFT

BUILDING & MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

v GENERAL BUILDING v POINTING

v REPAIR WORK v PLASTERING
v ROOFING v GROUNDWORKS
v GUTTERING v CONCRETE

FRIENDLY ADVISE & COMPETITIVE RATES
FULLY INSURED

T: 07800889726

E: cjashcroft.buildings@gmail.com
High Farm Cottage, Ormskirk Road, Bickerstaffe, Lancashire, L399EW

Coronavirus Church Closures
Sadly, St Michael’s, Aughton and Holy Trinity are closed for public
worship, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t meet God in worship and
prayer. There are regular worship programmes on the radio, please
follow the links.

e Thought for the day —BBC Radio 4 at 07.45am

o Daily Service — BBC Radio 4 Long Wave at 09.45am

e Pause for thought — BBC Radio 2 at 05.45am and 09.20am

e The Sunday Service —BBC Radio 4 at 08.10am

Each Sunday you will also be able to watch a pre-recorded service
and we’re sure you’ll recognize a few faces. Please tune in by
visiting our website or by using the following link:

https://tinyurl.com/RevAndrewTV



https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szxv6/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006wzfs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p015nm0y/clips
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnds
https://tinyurl.com/RevAndrewTV
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Prayer Chain
Please contact me on 01695 423204 if you would like to be on our
prayer chain at St Michael, Aughton and Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe.

We have a central list of names and phones numbers and each person
is given the number of the person next to them on the list. They phone
that person each day for a chat, and to say a prayer from the prayer
sheet (on both church websites or by e-mail). Each person should then
speak to two people each day. If you don’t hear from one of those two,
please let me know.

A prayer chain prayer sheet can be downloaded from the websites or
emailed or posted on request.
Andrew

Regular Church Giving

Over the next few weeks and months, Holy Trinity will lose income from
church funerals. We will also lose the opportunity for the congreation
to give during the collection. Despite all of this, we still have fixed
expenses. If you would like to set up a standing order to support Holy
Trinity church, please complete the form at the end of this magazine
and send to Stan or Andrew.

We remain grateful for all the support we are giving and receiving during
these challenging times.
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\_f_._ DEVOTE YOURSELVES TO
/'t ¢/’
a2

C OLOSSI A/NS 4

Prayers by Sheila Beeby

Prayer is never the last resort of God's people
- it's the first point of action!

Protect us Lord from fear and isolation as we pray:

For those who are lonely, sick or infected with the virus.
Help, heal and sustain them.

For the young and strong
- give them caution to keep safe and inspire them to help others,
especially the housebound and elderly.

For our science experts
- give them knowledge and wisdom to swiftly find a cure to combat
this outbreak.

For our Government
to allocate necessary resources for the good of all people.

For workers in business and industry facing shut-down or lay-offs
- Lord sustain them and keep them from panic.

As our schools close for an indefinite time,
we pray for families with young children at home.
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May parents work together to care and support their children in
sometimes stressful situations.

For college and university students whose courses have been
disrupted

- Lord give them vision in their uncertainty

to hold fast to you through good and ill.

We pray especially for all medical and health workers.
Keep them safe and healthy
in the face of surrounding need, urgency and panic.

We pray for ourselves Lord
and ask that we may be faithful people in this time of global crisis
- inspired to be caring, clear-minded, patient and positive.
Sheila Beeby

Food for thought
There is enough in the world for everyone's need
But not enough for everyone's greed
Mahatma Gandhi

The Women'’s Institute

Due to the Coronavirus, all meetings have been
e cancelled till further notice.
Margaret Fairclough

INSPIRING WOMEN
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Salad Days of a Prime Minister — Part 3 by Owen Taylor
Continued from last month ...

Seddon soon contacted the local authorities and wrote to government
members expressing his desire for more races, which, he deemed an
important factor in elevating the interest of workers and subsequently
helping to boost gold output of the colony.

He showed more enterprise when he opened a general store in the
midst of the mining community and as proprietor, quickly became well-
known in the district. At the age of 24 years, Richard John was elected
member of Arahura Road Board. His new position helped him to gain a
foothold on the political ladder and gradually acquainted him with
Parliamentary procedure, thus extending his popularity on the South
Island.

. P s~
Richard John Seddon on Horseback. Perhaps it reminded him of his
younger days in Bickerstaffe.
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Everything now seemed to be going his way. In 1869, he sailed over to
Melbourne to marry Miss Louise Spotswood, a lady who had waited
three years, until her future husband’s success was assured. They
produced a large family of eight daughters and three sons.
Unfortunately, two of their daughters died in infancy.

Premier Richard John, with family.

John Stewart Spotswood-Seddon, called on Mrs Anne Taylor and
Family, at Wood End Farm, Bickerstaffe, whilst on leave from the Army,
during the occupation in Germany in 1919 (2" Left, back row).

In 1878, the borough of Kumara was constituted and Mr Seddon had
the honour of being elected the first mayor. As a man of independent
thought, he joined the Liberal Party in 1879 and was elected member
for Hokitika, a town with a population of 2,363.

Within the next decade he held many influential posts in government,
including Minister of Mines and Public Works, Office of Native Affairs,
Minister of Marine, Post Master General, Commissioner of Customs and
Electric Telegraph Commissioner. His big day came in 1892 when he was
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chosen as Acting-Premier due to the ill-health of Mr Balance, the sitting
Premier. Some members of Parliament criticised his verbosity when
addressing them. Rumoured too, was that he was unable to write
properly until his late twenties and if he became excited, his Lancashire
accent became more assertive. However, the following year, after the
death of Mr Balance, Mr Richard John Seddon was elected Prime
Minister of New Zealand.

Premier Seddon, at the opening of the Railway Works, at Roxburgh.

The expeditious rise of an ordinary young man to the highest office of
state, in part of the British Empire and many, many miles away, was
seen as an outstanding accomplishment at home. People felt proud that
someone like themselves had attained such distinction. Local
newspapers carried features proclaiming him as our 'King Dick'.
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Premier Seddon with Senior Ministers, 2" Right, front row, seated.

Left, Statue of the Premier in
Wellington, New Zealand.

To be continued next month with
his visit to Barrow Nook in 1902.

Acknowledgements:
New Zealand Mail
Ormskirk Advertiser
Angela Chaderton

Owen Taylor
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Would yow like to-
advertise heve?
If so; please contact

the Editor for fuwrther

HEATONS GARAGE
Railway Approach, Ormskirk

CAR SERVICING

T
QS’A OA’@

REPAIRS

M.O.T.
TYRES
EXHAUSTS

COLLECTION & DELIVERY
Tel: (01695) 572029

YOUR LOCAL
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

H. HARDMAN & CO.

Independent
Family Funeral Directors

At your service Day or Night

Elizabeth House
57a Cottage Lane
ORMSKIRK
Tel: 01695 581769

Marlborough House
Witham Road
SKELMERSDALE
Tel: 01695 722122

Pre arranged Funeral Plans available [utIHIORT LEIIEREAL

RUFFORD
PRINTING
COMPANY

Lithographic and
Letterpress Printers
Unit 11a Gorsey Lane
Mawdesley Ormskirk

Tel: 01704 821285
Fax: 01704 821536

Printed by Rufford Printing Company, Unit 11a Gorsey Lane, Mawdesley, L40 3TE

Telephone: (01704) 821285

Facsimile: (01704) 821536

E-mail: paul.l@webmacsters.com
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The ideal Penue for thoge special occagions;—
¥edbings, Buffet WBeceptions, Wirthdap Parties, Funerals ete.
Telephone: (01695) 421717

Ormskirk & District
Historical Society

We welcome new members,
visitors and students alike.

Please see our website for up-to-date
information.

Meetings (when held) are at
7.30pm at Four Lane Ends
Mission. Further info. via 01704
631191.

www.ormskirkhistoricalsociety.co.uk

SN T B LR TR Y R

HARDMAN
MEMORIALS

R NEW
N MEMORIALS

. INSCRIPTIONS
N AND
1{,‘ REFIXING
. BY
) SKILLED
P ([ A 'TSMEN

Marlborough House,
Witham Road, Skelmersdale.
Tel: (01685) 723252
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Holy Week Resources

&&=

' Readings, questions to ponder, activities and prayers
/«\\c\/\ gs, 9 p pray

for Holy Week

Use these ideas as a basis for planning simple
activities, or photocopy them for the children or
Holy Week families in your church to use at home.

Holy Monday: John 12.1-8

Read

Jesus went to a place called Bethany where a friend of his called Lazarus
lived. Jesus was a very special friend so Lazarus and his sisters Mary and
Martha decided to have a party. At the party Martha was busy getting
people food and drinks and Lazarus sat at the table talking to Jesus and
some other people. Then Mary took a big bottle of very expensive
perfume and poured it all over Jesus’ feet and then wiped his feet with
her very long hair. The perfume made the house smell really lovely.
Some of the people who were at the party got very angry, especially
Jesus’ friend Judas, because he thought the perfume had been wasted.
Jesus told Judas not to tell Mary off. She had done something really
special to show how much she loved her friend Jesus. Mary had given
Jesus a very precious present.

Think

Just imagine if someone had given you a very expensive present such as
a new games console or latest mobile phone and you gave it away to
somebody else. That would really show how much you cared and how
much you loved them. That is what Mary did. She poured expensive
perfume over Jesus. It was a very special thing to do. In those days the
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perfume would have cost a large amount of money. Mary was showing
Jesus how much she loved and cared for him and how special he was.

Do

e Show someone how special they are by filling a bow! with warm
water and adding a small amount of bubble bath or perfume to it.
This will make the water smell really sweet. Then gently wash the
person’s hands in the water. Or, get help to make a cup of coffee
for someone, or bake some cakes — or other things that smell
wonderful.

e Isthere someone in your house who has perfume or aftershave? If
so, ask if you can smell the different ones. Which do you like the
most? Which do you think cost the most? Check with the person

whose perfume or aftershave it is.

Pray
Dear Jesus, you did so many good things to help people, and Mary did a

very special thing for you when she washed your feet with her precious
perfume. Please help me to try to do nice things for my friends, at home
and even for people | don’t like very much. Amen.

Holy Tuesday: John 12.23-24

Read

Jesus told the people he was talking to that the time had now come for
him to be glorified. What he said to them sounded a bit strange. He said
that, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, then it remains
a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.

Think
What Jesus meant was that a seed has to be planted into the ground.
For a while nothing seems to happen. It seems as if the seed has died.
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But then, after some time, it will grow. If you just leave the seed in the
packet, it will not grow. It needs to be buried in the earth. Jesus was
trying to explain to the people that he was about to die, but they
shouldn’t be sad because it was going to have a good result.

Do

If you were a seed, what sort of plant would you become, do you
think? Try to draw a picture of the plant that you think God would
like you to be. Would you be very bright like a daffodil, or would
you be a flower that smells really nice, like a rose bush, or would
you be a great big tree like you see in parks, which people can climb
or sit in the shade?

Cut out simple paper flowers. Then colour in the petals. In the
middle write the name of somebody you want to pray for. Carefully
fold over the petals, one by one, until the name of the person is
covered over by the folded petals. Tuck the last one underneath the
first petal. Get a small bowl of water ready and gently put the
flowers into the water (petal side up). The petals will slowly open
and you can pray for each person as their name appears.

Pray
Thank you, God,

that you grow tiny little seeds into big flowers and trees.

Thank you that, even when it looks as though the seed has died and
nothing is happening, you are helping the plant on its way.

Please help me to become the plant that you want me to be.

Help me to grow stronger and stronger each day with your help.
Amen.



Page 24

Holy Wednesday: John 13.21-29

Read

Jesus was having a special meal with his friends, the disciples. During
the meal, he started looking very sad, and said, ‘One of you is going to
betray me.” That meant that one of them would start working with
Jesus’ enemies, the people who wanted to kill Jesus.

Jesus’ friends were upset to think that one of them would let him down
and tried to find out who Jesus was talking about. Jesus turned to Judas
and said, ‘Go and do what you have to do quickly.” The other disciples
thought Jesus was sending Judas to do a job for him. They didn’t realise
that Judas was the one who would betray Jesus.

Think

Think about times when someone has let you down. Maybe when
someone has not kept a secret safe, or when they have said horrid
things about you to others.

What did that feel like?

Do you think Jesus felt really hurt by Judas?

Was it hard to forgive those people?

Then think about times when you might have let someone else down.
Have you upset somebody because you have not done what they asked
you to do?

Have you hurt a friend, or a teacher, or someone at home?

Think of times when you might have let Jesus down.

Do

e Draw a place mat. Draw pictures on the mat of food that you like to
eat, or cut pictures out of a magazine, and stick them onto the mat.
Then write around the outside of the mat, ‘Thank you God for all
the food that you have given us to eat. Thank you for special meals

to share time with our friends. Amen.’
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o Write a letter to God, saying sorry for ways that you have let people
down. Write a prayer in it, too, for anyone who has let you down.
You might want to write out the prayer below, instead.

Pray
Dear Jesus,

I’'m sorry that | have been like one of your disciples

and | have let you down.

I am sorry also for the times

when | have let other people down,

my friends, my teachers and my family.

Please help me to forgive the people who have let me down.
Thank you that | can always make a new start with you. Amen.

Maundy Thursday: John 13.1-17

Read

In Bible times the roads were very dirty and
# dusty. The people didn’t wear shoes or trainers
Thursday __\% that covered their feet, they wore sandals. This
@D meant that as they walked along their feet
would get really, really dirty. When you got to
the house that you were going to, the servants would wash your feet,

which meant you didn’t get the houses all dirty too.

On Maundy Thursday we remember Jesus’ command to love one
another. Jesus showed his disciples how to love one another, by helping
them, by being a servant. Jesus wrapped a towel around his waist and
got a bowl! of water and he washed all the disciples’ dirty feet. Even
though Jesus knew that something bad was going to happen to him, he
wanted to do something for his friends. Instead of being worried by his
own problems, he just wanted to show his love for everyone else.



Think about Jesus and how important he was. He had done miracles,
and healed lots of people. Crowds of people had come to listen to his
teaching, and everyone thought he was really important. Some had
worshipped him.

Was it a strange thing for someone so important to wash the feet of his
friends?

What might he have done for his friends if he had lived in our time and
our culture?

Do

e Think of things that you could do today to help someone. Have you
ever washed somebody else’s feet? Has anyone ever washed your
feet? Perhaps you could wash someone’s feet today or ask them to
wash your feet. Or, make a list of your family members, and then

think of something you could do for each one of them today.

e Draw around your feet on a piece of paper. Try to make about ten
feet. If there are other people in your family, draw around their feet
too. On a big piece of paper, stick the feet in a circle shape. In the
middle of the circle write, ‘Jesus washed his disciples’ feet’.

Pray
To remind you of today’s reading, put your feet in a bowl of warm water

as you say this prayer.

Dear God, thank you that Jesus did kind, good things for people.

Help me to help other people too.

Thank you that Jesus cleaned people’s dirty feet to show that he loved
them.

Thank you for loving me. Help me to love others. Amen.
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Good Friday: John 18-19

Read
Can you remember the story of Good Friday? This is
the day when we remember that Jesus died on the
cross. It was a horrible way to die. We know now
Friday that Jesus amazingly came alive again, but his friends
T ) did not know that would happen. They were very sad
N about it all.

Today, the cross is one of the world’s most famous symbols — perhaps
the most well known. You can find the cross on flags and badges, in
schools, museums, on clothes and jewellery. When you see a cross,
what does it make you think of?

The day on which Jesus died has been called ‘Good Friday’ by Christians
for nearly 2,000 years. It seems a bit strange to call the day when God’s
son was horribly killed ‘good’. Perhaps Bad Friday or Sad Friday seems
more suitable. What would you call it?

The reason it is called ‘Good’ Friday is because of the meaning of Jesus’
death. He died to set us free from all that is bad in the world, our own
badness, and that of other people. Think for a moment of things that
you have done that are bad, and things in the world that are bad. These
are the things that Jesus can make better because he died and rose
again.

Do

Draw a cross on a sheet of paper. Write a prayer or prayers on to the
cross, and draw pictures around it of some of the things that are
mentioned in the Bible to do with Good Friday. The suggestions below
come from John 18-19.
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A cock — that crowed after Peter denied knowing Jesus three times
(John 18.27).

A hammer and nails — used to hold Jesus to the cross (John 19.18).

A crown — the sign on Jesus’ cross said ‘King of the Jews’ (John 19.19).
A die — used by the solders to see who would ‘win’ Jesus’ clothes (John
19.24).

A sponge on a stick — used to give Jesus a drink of wine vinegar (John
19.29).

A spear — used to pierce the side of Jesus to check whether he was
dead (John 19.34).

Pray
Lord, help me to look at your world,

and the people in it,

in the right way.

Whenever possible help me

to see goodness and make good what is bad. Amen.

Dear Jesus, thank you for dying for me,
and thank you for loving me even though | do wrong things.
Please help me to follow you more closely. Amen.

Holy Saturday: John 19.38-42 The burial of Jesus
Read

Y. %gf A man called Joseph, who had become a disciple of

S AY Jesus, asked Pilate (the Roman leader) for Jesus’
body so that he could bury it. Pilate told some of his
soldiers to take Jesus’ body off the cross and give it

to Joseph. A man called Nicodemus was helping Joseph. They wrapped
strips of material and special spices around Jesus’ body. Then they
placeditin atomb in the garden near to where Jesus had been crucified.
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Think

Try staying really still and quiet for as long as possible. How long did you
manage? Was it difficult or easy? See if you can get some of your friends
or family to play the party game ‘Sleeping lions’. In this game you all
have to be as still as possible. The winner is the person who is still the
longest.

Do

If you have a garden, or know someone who does, ask if you can dig up
a little bit of earth. The earth on its own looks very ordinary. Perhaps
you could say it looks dark and dead. Have a closer look. Can you find
anything in the earth that is alive, a spider or an ant or a bulb that is
starting to grow?

Pray
Dear God, thank you that when things look dull,

dark and ordinary — even dead like earth —

that you are still there and things are alive.

Thank you for looking after Jesus’ body in the tomb.
Thank you for looking after me wherever | am.
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Happy Easter to All Our Readers!

Please join us online for our Easter Service.
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REQUIREMENTS

Phone: 01695 723201
Fax: 01695 50739
Mobile: 07771 914 250

FOR ALL YOUR ;

Email:  carlgiller@aol.com £

OWEN C. GILLER & SONS

Potato & Haulage Contracors

26 LIVERPOOL ROAD
BICKERSTAFFE
LANCASHIRE
L39 OEG

-

<4

Janice & Mike welcome you to
The Derby Arms

o Friendly staff

e Many guest ales

e Home cooked, traditional food

e Real fires

e Pub Quizzes, ‘Open Mike’ Nights

Prescot Road, Aughton, L39 6TA
Telephone 01695 422237

GORNALLS
FUNERAL SERVICE

A SYMPATHETIC AND
UNDERSTANDING
SERVICE

We will take care of all
the arrangements with
care and sensitivity.
Call us 24 hours a day

Rainford i
01744 886544 [;':-—T:» .
1gnity
PrESCOtt CARING FUNERAL
0151 4266069 SERVICES
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Giltrees.com

Owen C Giller & Sons

-

Our home grown tree’s come from right here in Lancashire, and our family’s

own 300 acre forest in the Scottish Highlands, where all our trees are re-
planted two-fold. We specialise in Nordman fir, Lodgepole Pine, Fraser Fir and
the beautiful Noble Fir, planting only the very best quality seedlings to ensure

we get a Premium quality tree.

“Affordable non-drop REAL Christmas Trees”

26 Liverpool Road, Bickerstaffe L39 OEG.
Tel 01695 723201 www.giltrees.com

And Finally.... Editorial News

The love of God
be the passion
in your heart.

The joy of God
your strength The deadline for the May magazine
when times are hard. is Friday 17% April. As always,
The presence of God please pass articles to myself, or e-
a peace that overflows. mail it to jo.housley@gmail.com. |
The Word of God will do my best to publish articles
the seed when space and copyright allows.

that you might sow.

Please note we will only publish
© John Birch online during the Pandemic.

www.faithandworship.com Thank you.



mailto:jo.housley@gmail.com
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u INDEDENDENT

The Hunter Famﬂy Funeral Homes in
Aughton and Burscough

Personal *« Caring * Independent

Margaret Hunter
Dip.F.D.
Lisa Hunter
Dip.ED.

‘ 681[ Hunter

* 24 hour personal service
* Drivate chapels of rest
* Memorials supplied & efected

* Dre-paid funeral plans available

01695 424888
20, Moss Delph Lane, Aughton,
Ormskirk, L39 5DZ

01704 891555

22a, Liverpool Road North, B
Burscough L40 5TP N O




Bank / Building Society Standing Order Mandate

My Bank/Building Society

Bank address

Please pay banker’s standing order to:

Barclays Bank PLC Sort Code 20-80-33 Account 50116599
Name: Parochial Church Council of Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe

Amount (in figures)

Amount (in words)

Date of first payment

Payment due date

Frequency
(Circle option) Weekly Monthly

Until further notice please debit my account:

Name of my account

Sort Code

Account number

I hereby authorise my bank to set up this standing order payment from my account.

Signed Date
Name
Full Address

Post Code
Telephone Mobile

E-mail




