Pubic Services of Worship at Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe
Risk assessment and control measures

Introduction:  Holy Trinity, Bickerstaffe will be open for Holy Communion Service on Sundays. It is recognised that opening the church for Communion Services is not without risk of infection from Covid-19. The PCC understand justifiable caution in these circumstances and the decision to attend a service is the responsibility of each individual.  However, the overriding principle governing all activities in the church during the pandemic is to protect the health, safety and wellbeing of people. 
To achieve this aim, the Vicar and the PCC has undertaken a suitable and sufficient assessment in accordance with the Covid Regulations, the latest guidance issued by the Government, Church of England Recovery Group and the advice from the Diocesan Bishop and Archdeacon.
The effective application of the arrangements and responsibilities identified in this assessment will ensure compliance with the guidance and the requirements of the Health and Safety at Work Act.
Risk assessment:  Relevant control measures:	
Provision and control of safe distancing:
· Those who attend church as an individual or family group will be directed to a pew and sit 2 metres apart from other worshippers.
· There will be no movement during the communion service, the minister will administer communion while worshippers remain in their pew.
· The exception regarding face protection is that when seated a worshipper may lift the protection to swallow the communion wafer.  
· There will be clear signage outside and direction from sidesmen within the building about safe distancing.
· During the service there will be no sharing of the Peace.
· Worshippers will be asked to exit the church a pew at a time and maintain the safe social distance from one another.
Hygiene control measures:
· Doors will be open during the service to ensure ventilation.
· Face masks will be worn by those who enter the church building. If there are reasons a person is unable to wear a mask, the Rector will be informed.
· Hand sanitizer will be provided for use as people both enter and exit the church. 
· There will be clear signage outside and within the building about the use of hand sanitizer.
First aid arrangements:
· A fully stocked first aid box will be available.
· The defibrillator is located at football building on the parish field.  
· A record of all first aid treatment will be made.
Arrangements for contact and trace:
· A register will be kept of those who enter the church building for 21 days.
· A QR code will be placed in each pew and in the church porch for those with the NHS COVID 19 app.
Training:
· All those with duties under these control measures will be made aware of the full list of guidelines, which are displayed on the church notice board and on the website.
Cleaning arrangements:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The church will be cleaned each ???
· A record of cleaning will be kept.
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